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Dr. Robert D. Hebert retired in June 
2010 after serving 41 years at McNeese - 
including 23 as president - making him the 
university’s longest-serving president.

He joined the McNeese faculty in 1969 
as an associate professor of history. He 
became vice president for academic affairs 
in 1980 and was installed as the fifth 
McNeese President in 1987. On Aug. 30, 
2010, he was named President Emeritus of 
McNeese by the Board of Supervisors for 
the University of Louisiana System.

Through enhanced facilities, academics, 
research, athletics and community 
partnerships, McNeese was transformed 
under his leadership. The motto, “Excellence 
With a Personal Touch,” was adopted during 
the university’s 50th anniversary. 

During his tenure as president, the campus 
grew with new construction of Hardtner 
Hall, the Frasch Hall Annex, new residence 
halls, the Shearman Fine Arts Addition, 
Noland Family SkyRanch, Hodges Street 
Field House, McNeese Entrance Plaza and 
the renovation and expansion of the Jack V. 
Doland Field House.

Property was acquired for future expansion 
and he negotiated a partnership with the 
Chamber Southwest Alliance, Calcasieu 
Parish and the city of Lake Charles to 
locate the Southwest Entrepreneurial 
and Economic Development Center on 
McNeese property.

Dr. Hebert worked to increase private 
fundraising and raise the assets of the 
McNeese Foundation to support student 

scholarships and faculty development.

He was instrumental in the creation and 
development of the Banners Cultural Series 
and the McNeese Honors College.

He loved McNeese athletics and was a 
member of the McNeese Quarterback and 
Cowboy clubs and he was inducted into the 
McNeese Athletics Hall of Honor in 2015.

Dr. Hebert was born in 1938 in Abbeville 
and he passed away May 31, 2016, in 
Catanzaro, Italy, while vacationing with 
his family in the Mediterranean. He was 
married to the former Lilly Ann Vincent 
and their four sons - Greg, Chris, Gerry 
and Edward - all completed undergraduate 
degrees at McNeese and all are medical 
school graduates.

 - In Memoriam -
Dr. Robert D. Hebert 

McNeese President 1987-2010

P McNeese has a $372 million annual economic impact in Southwest Louisiana and a $408 million impact statewide. 

P U.S. News & World Report named McNeese one of the best regional universities in the South for the fifth consecutive year.

P McNeese ranks third among public and private schools in Louisiana for both the best average starting salary for its 
graduates and for the best college education value, according to SmartAsset, a New York City financial technology company. 
In the Best Value ranking, McNeese has the lowest tuition of the top 10 schools. 

P McNeese ranks fifth in the state for best value by Best Value Schools. Among the criteria for this ranking are 
affordability, return on investment for graduates and acceptance rate. 

P McNeese awards nearly 70% of the public four-year college degrees earned by residents of Southwest Louisiana. 

P PayScale Inc. ranked the College of Engineering and Computer Science third among all engineering schools in the nation 
in terms of career return on investment. This tops all engineering programs in the state of Louisiana.

P McNeese has been designated a 2016 Military Friendly School by Victory Media, the leader in successfully connecting 
the military and civilian worlds.

P At the 29th Annual American Society of Civil Engineering National Concrete Canoe Competition, the McNeese team 
received the Spirit of Competition Award. McNeese beat out 21 other universities for the spirit award.  

P A McNeese student engineering team took second place in the 2015 international American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers Student Design Competition – Robots for Relief. Seventeen entries from universities in 10 countries competed 
for the three awards in the annual international competition for college students. 
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By Brett Downer (‘88)
Courtesy of Healthy Image

Photographer Keith Monroe’s 
travels range from the cold of 
the Arctic to the warm waters of 
the South Pacific. What matters 
most to him, though, is telling 
the photographic story of the 
coastline of his native Louisiana.

Avoiding the waters’-edge weeds 
that might rustle and betray his 
presence, lifelong outdoorsman 
Keith Monroe (‘86) eases silently 
in shallow waters somewhere 
deep in Sportsman’s Paradise. 
His partly camouflaged kayak 
glides without wake or paddle-
splash because he’s guiding the 
craft with his feet. Monroe sees 
the wildlife he seeks. Slowly 
lifting hands to eyes, squaring his 
shoulders, he gathers the animal 
in his sights, and — shoots. Again 
and again. And again. Then he 
lowers his camera and moves on.

A WELL-LIVED LIFE

Serve your country. Attend 
McNeese. Build a career. See 
the world — and photograph 
it, from its most forbidding 
reaches to its most colorful, 
undisturbed depths. That may 
oversimplify things about Lake 
Charles photographer Monroe, 
because he’d likely have a tough 
time coming up with an elevator 
pitch about his life. Whatever the 
words, though, it’s the photos 
that tell the story.

Depending on which Keith 

Monroe you’re talking to, he’s 
a Navy veteran, outdoorsman, 
McNeese Alumni Association 
stalwart, IRS retiree, diver or 
your easy-demeanored South 
Lake Charles neighbor. Bundle 
them and you’ll see how they 
help define his passion — and his 
growing status nationally — for 
outdoor photography.

THE WILD WILDLIFE

“I’ve been working all along 
the border from here to Venice, 
in the marshes and estuary 
system — for Nature’s Best 
Photography magazine and 
others — and I’m just amazed by 
the wildlife,” he says. “The goal 
is to promote the conservation, 
preservation and stewardship 
of the Louisiana estuary system 
and the Gulf of Mexico.”

For Monroe, that means 
first-hand advocacy. “I want to 
promote the positive aspects of 
Louisiana to counter the negative 
things out there — worldwide 
and nationally — about our 
environment,” he says. “We take 
it on the nose because of the 
petrochemical industry, but the 
world runs on oil, so there are 
positive things about that.”

Monroe is pragmatic about 
the value of industry. “Too 
many world-class environmental 
photographers are 100 percent 
negative about it,” he says. “But 
the ospreys, for instance, love 
to build on telephone poles 
and power lines. The fish like to 
congregate underwater around 
the offshore rigs.”

Monroe sees a balance. “There 
are people whose opinion you 
could never change, no matter 
what you say,” he says. “But it’s 
because they haven’t been able to 
see these things for themselves.”

He intends to show them. As 
part of that, he’s also a shooter 
for Oceans in Focus, an up-and-
coming conservation group. “I can 
promote what we call the good, the 
bad and the ugly when it comes to 
conservation and stewardship of 
the Gulf of Mexico and the region,” 
he says. A variety of his photos 
will be used for Oceans in Focus’ 
outreach programs in schools 
nationwide and for corporate talks 
on conservation.

TRADING SHOOTING FOR . . . 
SHOOTING

 
“I’ve lived in Louisiana all 

my life and I’ve been a hunter 
and fisherman — now I have 
a different perspective,” says 
Monroe. “Getting out on the 
marshes and swamps has really 
opened my eyes to what’s really 
there beyond what I’d want to 
capture for the dinner table. 
When I put my gun and my 
rod-and-reel down and picked up 
my camera, I found an amazing 
world that we have surrounding 
us. You see more of how the 
creatures live. How they hunt. 
I watch a lot of the migratory 
birds and some of the local birds 
working the marsh. How they’ll 
literally lift up lily pads. The way 
they’ll push their feet into the 
mud to flush out the shrimp and 
crawfish. That’s something you 

Promoting Conservation Through Photography

Snapshot
Photography is intertwined 
with Keith Monroe’s life. 
Some snapshots:

• Served as a photographer in 
U.S. Navy.

• Went to McNeese on the 
GI Bill and studied accounting 
— but also served as chief 
photographer of the campus 
newspaper, the Contraband, 
dividing his time between his 
studies and the darkroom. He 
also shot for Sports World.

• Earned his McNeese degree 
in 1986 and, as a freshly 
minted CPA, joined the Internal 
Revenue Service for a long 
career, retiring as a revenue 
agent for the local IRS office. 
All the while, he parlayed his 
vacation time into photography 
trips around the world.

• Makes passing reference 
that he’s come face-to-face 
with “about a half-dozen or 
so” sharks during underwater 
shoots. Most folks would know 
the total exactly and never 
forget it.

• Struck up relationships 
with National Geographic 
photographers and other 
high-end shooters that endure 
today. His work has earned 
invitations to join them in 
photo projects around the 
world. Among the most recent: 
a multi-organizational research 
shoot in the Arctic.

• Was corralled during a 
free moment into getting 
involved with the efforts of the 
McNeese Alumni Association. 
He served on its board of 
directors for six years.

don’t necessarily see when you’re hunting. 
You begin to watch the behavior of these 
creatures.”

Monroe says observation works in any 
location. “Watching whales in Alaska, I 
learned the patterns of humpbacks, so I 
knew when to get a tail shot. Here at home, 
though, I’m just amazed at the wildlife. 
Especially the raptors — the hawks, the 
small falcons, the bald eagles and ospreys. 
I’ve been able to photograph a number of 
bald eagles in our area — and 20 or 30 years 
ago, it would’ve been almost unheard of to 
see one.”

Monroe is convinced that awareness, 
better conservation and the end of the use 
of DDT as a pesticide have all made for 
a better Louisiana. “I see exponentially 
more pelicans, porpoises, eagles and hawks 
than I did as a kid,” he says. “And there’s an 
abundance of prey for them now.”

ROBOTS FLOATING IN THE SEAS

For the observation of World Oceans Day 
on June 8, Monroe did a shoot for Sphero, 
the Colorado-based robotics company that 
created the BB-8 robot — the rolling orange-
and-white droid in the last “Star Wars” 
movie. Monroe took a new product, the 
SPRK robot — a transparent sphere that fits 
in your hand — to the South Pacific, where 
he shot it underwater among the moon 
jellyfish off Palau. In bringing technology to 
nature, it was “almost like outer space meets 
inner space,” he says. Monroe’s images will 
be used both to market the SPRK and to 
promote marine conservation.

NEXT UP

Monroe says his photography career 
has recently “ratcheted up tremendously.” 
An upcoming project is the unveiling of 
photos and data that Monroe and others 
gathered during an expedition in the Arctic. 
The project involved Ocean Geographic, 
National Geographic and half a dozen 
other organizations. He’s also working on a 
local gallery show later this year of images 
from the Arctic, Canada and South 
Pacific — both on the surface and 
underwater.

If Monroe’s goal is to 
take his photography to yet 
another level, he’ll soon 
achieve it -- literally. He 
recently got word that Edge 
of Space Inc. will send some 
of his imagery into suborbital 
space as part of its next launch. 



6  |  MCNEESE ALUMNI ROUNDUP MCNEESEALUMNI.COM FALL 2016 MCNEESE ALUMNI ROUNDUP  |  7

CARLIN G. CONNER (‘91)
A native of Lake Arthur, Conner 
graduated from McNeese in 1991 
with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in environmental science. He began 
his career at GATX Terminals 
Corporation in Houston, Texas, 
serving in various roles, including 
operations, engineering and 
commercial management. 

Conner - who has more than 25 years 
of experience in the energy midstream 
sector - then joined Oiltanking 
Houston LP in 2000 and served in 
positions of increasing responsibility, 
including: president and CEO of 
Oiltanking Holding Americas Inc.; 
president, CEO and a member of the 
board of Oiltanking Partners’ general 
partner; chairman of the board of 
directors of Oiltanking Partners and 
its general partner; and managing 
director of the Oiltanking Group. 
During this time, Conner led the initial 
public offering of Oiltanking Partners.

In April 2014 Conner was named 
head of SemGroup. He is also a 
member of the SemGroup board 
of directors, president and CEO of 
Rose Rock Midstream and chairman 
of the board of directors of Rose 
Rock Midstream’s general partner. 

SemGroup, based in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
is a multi-billion dollar energy 
midstream company focused on 
activities in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico and United Kingdom.

According to Conner, he arrived on 
the McNeese campus via a “circuitous 
route.” He studied architecture as a 
freshman at Louisiana Tech University, 
but transferred to USL (now the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette) to 
be closer to home after an unfortunate 
family tragedy.

“I attended USL for one year, which 
is an hour from Lake Arthur. Wanting 
to find a program that satisfied my 
science and math leanings, I heard 
about the environmental science 
program at McNeese and transferred 
from USL,” explained Conner.

He said courses in the environmental 
science program prepared him for his 
career. “Organic chemistry was tough 
for me but fascinating and statistics 
felt natural and I still to this day draw 
on lessons from that discipline,” said 
Conner. “Most of my environmental 
science classes - especially problem 
solving classes - were very engaging. 
Drs. David Tauber, Bruce Wyman and 
Harold Stevenson were my favorite 
professors.  I am certain they would 
not remember me since I was a fairly 
unmemorable student, but I remember 
their passion for teaching and care for 
us as students.”  

His first job out of McNeese was as 
an environmental engineer focusing 
on air emission modeling and 
permitting. “That first job required 
math and chemistry knowledge and 
understanding, but more importantly, 
it required problem solving skills. I can 
say that my studies at McNeese gave 
me the foundation to be technically 
sound while encouraging me to 
address problems from different and 
new angles,” Conner stated. 

“This was critical in that first job,” he 
continued. “From there my career 
advanced as I was able to mix my 
technical background coupled with an 
intense curiosity and a grounded sense 
of how to treat people. An important 
component of my make-up is knowing 
right and wrong and my parents were 
instrumental in teaching me morality 
and ethics.” 

Conner said this Distinguished 
Alumnus Award is an incredible honor 
that he would never have foreseen. 
“I remember being at McNeese 
attending events as a student where 
alumni were honored and I was always 
impressed with the achievements of 
our alumni. To be here and receive 
this award is very humbling and I must 
admit that I do not feel deserving 
of such an incredible award. My 
success has been in managing people 
and businesses not saving lives or 
inventing incredible tools/devices that 
make life better or safer,” he said.

Conner and his wife, Karen, currently 
live in Tulsa with their children, 
Carlin Jr., 17, and Emma, 9. “My 
wife has been the real hero in our 
journey as she has moved multiple 
times, including twice internationally 
(Hamburg, Germany), without losing 
a step,” he said. “In addition, all of my 
travel demands have left her to be a 
mom and a dad for far too much time.”

Three McNeese alumni have been named recipients of the 2016 Distinguished Alumnus of the Year 

awards - Carlin G. Conner, president and CEO of SemGroup, G. “Janelle” Frost, CEO of AMERISAFE Inc., 

and Tommy Marks, director for the U.S. Army’s Office of Small Business Programs (OSBP).Distinguished Alumni

G. “JANELLE” FROST (‘92)
Frost received her Bachelor of Science 
degree in accounting from McNeese 
in 1992 and immediately began her 
career as a staff accountant in October 
of 1992 at AMERISAFE Inc., the 
premier specialty provider of workers’ 
compensation insurance focused 
on small to mid-sized employers in 
hazardous industries founded in 1986 
in DeRidder. 

Over the next 24 years with 
AMERISAFE, Frost served as deputy 
controller, controller, assistant vice 
president, vice president, executive vice 
president and chief financial officer, 
chief operating officer and president. 
In April of 2015, she was named CEO 
of AMERISAFE.

As the first female to serve as 
AMERISAFE’s CEO, Frost is making 
her mark on the industry, the 
company and her community. 
According to Frost, she accepted 
the CEO role knowing that 
“the complexity and impact of 
responsibilities would be expansive.” 

The company is a one billion dollar 
publicly traded organization where 
she is responsible for representing 
the organization in its relationships 

with shareholders, business, legal 
and government communities. 

As CEO, she continually keeps abreast 
of changing market conditions and 
is actively engaged in the company’s 
long-term growth and success. 

Frost grew up in the small, close-knit 
community of Oberlin and graduated 
from Oberlin High School – class of 
1988. She strongly attributes her 
sense of values and ethics to that 
community, her parents and the many 
friendships she built along the way.  

Her decision to attend the McNeese 
accounting program allowed her to 
achieve a double objective—to receive 
a high quality education while, at the 
same time, remaining locally in the 
Southwest Louisiana area that she 
grew up in.

Some of Frost’s favorite McNeese 
educators included Dr. Eldon R. Bailey, 
head of the accounting department 
at the time, and Gleen O. Everhart, 
professor of accounting. 

At McNeese she was a member of the 
McNeese Accounting Society, Alpha 
Lambda Delta National Honor Society, 
the Circle K Club and Outstanding 
Students of America. She was a 
recipient of the William T. and Ethel 
Burton Foundation and the Wal-Mart 
Foundation scholarships.

Frost said she, too, is humbled by this 
honor. 

“McNeese provided me with an 
education. My parents provided me 
with a work ethic and value system. 
Add along the way some individuals 
who were willing to open doors, 
and somehow, I have the honor of 
representing my university and a 
nationally recognized publicly traded 
company headquartered in DeRidder, 
Louisiana. Simply put, I’m grateful.”

She currently resides in DeRidder with 
husband, William “Bill,” and daughters, 
Taylor, Jade and Carmen. 

“McNeese State University provided 
me the opportunity to receive a 
quality education locally which 
allowed me to begin my career and 
family in my beloved Southwest 
Louisiana. Now over 20 years later, I 
am an employer looking to McNeese 
for my company’s next generation 
of leaders.” 

I can say that my studies 

at McNeese gave me 

the foundation to be 

technically sound while 

encouraging me to 

address problems from 

different and new angles

McNeese State University provided me the opportunity 

to receive a quality education locally which allowed me 

to begin my career and family in my beloved Southwest 

Louisiana. Now over 20 years later, I am an employer 

looking to McNeese for my company’s next generation 

of leaders
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Mount Receives Highest 
University Honor

Willie Landry Mount, class of 1974, received the honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters degree during McNeese’s spring 2016 
commencement ceremony. Mount is a successful Lake Charles 
business owner, outstanding civic leader, a distinguished mayor and 
state senator and an ardent supporter of McNeese.

Mount serves on the McNeese Foundation Board of Directors, 
is a McNeese Distinguished Service Award recipient and has been 
inducted into the McNeese College of Business Hall of Fame. She has 
served Southwest Louisiana as the first female mayor of Lake Charles 
and the first female senator from District 27. During this time she 
chaired or served on more than two dozen state committees.

McNeese has awarded 22 honorary degrees during the school’s 
77-year history. Former recipients include local civic leaders W.T. 
Burton, Thomas B. Shearman, Voris King and William “Bill” J. Dore Sr.  
Also recognized were Lake Charles natives who also excelled in their 
fields, which include renowned heart surgeon Dr. Michael DeBakey 
and Pulitzer and Tony award-winner Tony Kushner. There is even a 
father and son who were recognized almost 25 years apart - Louis D. 
Barbe Jr. and Beau Barbe. “To be included in this list of exceptional 
individuals who have supported McNeese and have recognized the 
value of this great university is truly an honor,” stated Mount.  

“Willie has contributed her time and resources to numerous 
McNeese student activities, including key contributions to academic, 
athletic and cultural organizations as well as significant scholarship 
donations. She exemplifies the success, integrity, spirit and charitable 
generosity of an individual who merits this laudable recognition by 
McNeese State University,” commented university president, Dr. 
Philip Williams.  

The McNeese Black Alumni Chapter has awarded two freshman 
scholarships for the 2016 fall semester – a  $3,000 scholarship to 
Alisha Chavis of Sam Houston High School and a $1,000 scholarship 
to Keonate’ Anderson of Vinton High School. These scholarships 
are awarded from the BAC Endowed Scholarship Fund established 
through the McNeese Foundation with an $80,000 donation. On 
hand for the presentation are from left to right: Deneen P. Sweet 
(’86), BAC president, Chavis and Joanna Nixon-Gatlin (’74), BAC 
scholarship chair.  

The McNeese Ag Alumni Chapter hosted its annual crawfish boil 
at the McNeese farm on Hwy 14 this spring.  With over 200 in 
attendance, the annual event included boiled crawfish, beer, cold 
drinks, live music and a silent auction.  Chapter dues are $30 and can 
be paid to the Alumni Office.

The Greater Houston Alumni Chapter met at Ragin Cajuns Restaurant 
for a seafood dinner that included boiled crawfish, fried catfish and 
gumbo.  The chapter raffled door prizes and used the proceeds to fund 
a scholarship for a student from the Houston area to attend McNeese.  
Chapter dues are $25 and can be paid to the Alumni Office.

McNeese gave me the 

opportunity to receive 

a quality education. My 

success can be attributed 

to the solid educational 

foundation I received at 

the university.

Distinguished Alumni
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TOMMY MARKS (‘77)
Marks received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in health and physical 
education from McNeese in 1977, 
his Master of Science degree in 
acquisition management from Florida 
Institute of Technology in 1988 and 
his Master of Arts degree in national 
security and strategic studies from 
the Naval War College in 1992.

As director for the Office of Small 
Business Programs, he serves as 
the Army’s lead for small business 
policy, goals and procedures. In 
this position, Marks represents 
the Secretary of the Army at 
congressional committees and 
subcommittee hearings on small 
business, historically black colleges 
and universities minority institutions, 
economic utilization and other 
business matters. He said special 
emphasis is placed on assisting small 
businesses that are owned by women 
or service-disabled veterans, small 
disadvantaged businesses or small 
businesses located in historically 
underutilized zones through the 
Army’s procurement process. 

A native of Jeanerette, Marks 
attended McNeese on a track 
scholarship in 1973 as a distance 

runner for track coach Bob Hayes, 
who recently passed away.

“My high school track coach, Eddie 
Sorrell, ran track at McNeese and was 
instrumental in me attending,” said 
Marks. “My brother, Lilton, an Army 
veteran, began his college career at 
McNeese. I wasn’t the best but I was a 
hard working member of the team.”

He was also active in the ROTC 
program while at McNeese and Marks 
attended the ROTC reunion that the 
Alumni Association hosted in 2012.

When Marks graduated in December 
1977, he was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in the infantry and 
reported for active duty in the U.S. 
Army in January of 1978. He retired 
from active duty in 2001 as an Army 
Aviator with the rank of lieutenant 
colonel after 24 years of service.

After retirement, Marks has worked 
as a government contractor and Army 
civilian for the last 15 years, which 
includes a six-year deployment to 
Kuwait supporting the Logistics Civil 
Augmentation Program (LOGCAP) for 
the U.S. Army Material Command and 
then serving as LOGCAP’s executive 
director. He previously served as the 
executive director for acquisition 
services policy for the Office of the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Procurement before his 
promotion in April 2015. 

Marks has served and worked for 
the Army almost 40 years with the 
vast majority of his service focused 
on providing aviation, acquisition and 
logistics support.

“When I was commissioned a second 
lieutenant at McNeese, all I knew was 
the soldier side of the Army. I had no 
knowledge of the civilian side. It has 
been an honor to have been able to 
serve my country in a uniform and 
now to use what I learned there to 
serve as a civilian,” Marks said. 

Among his honors while serving his 
country are the Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star, Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award, Commander’s 
Award for Civilian Service and the 
Meritorious Service Medal.

When asked about memorable 
professors, administrators or coaches 
while at McNeese, Marks was quick 
to name a few - Dr. Jim Brown (very 
personable), Drs. Joe Gray Taylor 
and Robert Hebert (great history 
professors), Desmond Jones (cared 
about students), Louis Bonnette 
and Coach Hayes (mentors and role 
models). 

He said he is truly humbled by his 
selection as a Distinguished Alumnus 
by the Alumni Association. “You don’t 
think about things like this when 
you graduate and start a career. 
McNeese gave me the opportunity 
to receive a quality education. My 
success can be attributed to the solid 
educational foundation I received at 
the university,” said Marks.

Marks and his wife, the former Truly 
Schannette of Jeanerette, currently 
live in Woodbridge, Virginia. The 
couple has three children and six 
grandchildren: son, Brian, his wife, 
Stephanie, daughters, Raquel and 
De’sire’e, and son, De’Chane; daughter, 
Antiolla, and her daughters, Sharneise 
and Amailei; and daughter, Toya, and 
her son, Carter.

http://sellingtoarmy.info/content/small-business
http://sellingtoarmy.info/content/small-business
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Rowdy Wants You!
Saturday, Oct. 22

Ladies Champagne 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Burton Coliseum
Tickets must be purchased in advance.
Call the alumni office at 337-475-5232 

Tuesday, Oct. 25

Past Alumni Presidents Reception
6 p.m. – President’s Home
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Williams host former alumni 
presidents and their spouses.

Thursday, Oct. 27

HomecomINg Parade, Pep Rally
and Alumni Fireworks Show
7 p.m. - Ryan Street to Cowboy Stadium
Enjoy one of Lake Charles’ largest parades, 
then join the McNeese Band, Cowgirl Kickers, 
cheerleaders and senior football players for the 
pep rally in Cowboy Stadium. See the fireworks 
show sponsored by the Alumni Association.
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McNeese State University’s Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
program continues “to shine” on the national stage as accolades keep 
rolling in for the program’s graduates over the past three years. 

Two MFA graduates have received 2016 
Wallace Stegner Fellowships for the Creative 
Writing Program at Stanford University this fall 
– Dr. J. Bruce Fuller, a 2011 graduate, in poetry, 
and Jenn Alandy Trahan, a 2015 graduate, 
in fiction. The 
prestigious Stegner 
Fellowships offer 
10 two-year creative 
writing fellowships 
each year, five in 
fiction and five in 
poetry. 

These alums follow two other McNeese 
MFA graduates who were also recipients of 
Stegner fellowships – Pulitzer Prize-winner 
Adam Johnson (1996) and award-winning 
poet Michael Shewmaker (2010). Both are currently teaching at 
Stanford. 

MFA graduate Elizabeth Genovise (2009) 
has been named a 2016 O. Henry Prize Story 
winner. This award is among the nation’s most 
prestigious honors for best short fiction. Her 
story, “Irises,” was among 20 stories selected 
from thousands of works published in literary 
magazines in the United States and Canada to 
be published in an anthology by Anchor Books 
this September.

Johnson – who won 
the Pulitzer Prize in 

2013 with his novel, “The Orphan Master’s 
Son” - was the recipient of the 2015 National 
Book Award in fiction for his short story 
collection, “Fortune Smiles.” This award – 
another of the nation’s most prestigious literary 
prizes - is given in the categories of fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry and young people’s literature 
by the National Book Foundation. Flannery 

O’Connor and William 
Faulkner are among the many critically 
acclaimed writers who have won the award. 

Another MFA graduate, Lisa Graley 
(1995), was named co-winner of the 2015 
Flannery O’Connor Award in Short Fiction 
sponsored by the University of Georgia Press. 
This prestigious national award - named after 
Georgia writer Flannery O’Connor - is given 
annually to two outstanding collections of 

short fiction. Her collection of stories, “The Current That Carries,” 
will be published this fall. Graley is currently an assistant professor of 
English and humanities at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

Morri Creech (1998), an associate 
professor of English and writer-in-residence 
at Queens University of Charlotte in North 
Carolina, was one of three finalists for the 
2014 Pulitzer Prize for his poetry collection, 
“The Sleep of Reason.” Creech has won a 
number of awards for his poetry, including a 
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship 
and the Anthony Hecht Poetry Prize.

Keagan LeJeune (1997) won the 2016 
Brian McConnell Book Award presented by 

the International Society for Contemporary 
Legend Research for his book, “Legendary 
Louisiana Outlaws: The Villains and Heroes 
of Folk Justice.” 

Amy Fleury 
(1997) won the 
2016 inaugural 
Hefner Heitz 
Kansas Book 
Award in Poetry 
for her volume 
of poetry titled 
“Sympathetic 

Magic.” The award was given for the best 
book of poems published by a Kansan in 
2013/14/15. Fleury is the current McNeese 
MFA Director. 

Shewmaker won the 2016 Hollis Summers Poetry Prize for his first 
collection of poems, “Penumbra,” to be published by Ohio University 
Press in February 2017. 

Since the MFA program was established in 1981, Fleury said 
McNeese has produced successful writers and poets who continue to 
publish widely and teach at colleges and universities around the nation 
as well as receive prestigious awards and fellowships. 

 “Our students and alumni are extremely gifted and hard-working 
and their accomplishments are legion. We are fortunate in our program 
to have attracted such talented writers and to make a community in 
Lake Charles where everyone challenges and supports one another’s 
writing endeavors. We are always looking forward to the next 
poem, story and novel from these folks. The work is even more 
important than the accolades—it’s what endures and makes what 
we do worthwhile,” said Fleury.  

An inaugural Alumni Reading Series will kickoff this fall, 
according to Fleury, and Flannery O’Connor Award-winner Graley 
is the first for the series. 

MFA Program 
Shines on National Stage

Fuller Creech

Graley

LeJeune

Fleury

Trahan

Johnson

Friday, Oct. 28  

Alumni/Friends Golf TOurnament
11 a.m. – Mallard Cove
Alumni and friends of McNeese enjoy good 
food and drinks, with a little bit of golf mixed in. 
Register your team ($450) with the alumni office 
in advance.

Saturday, Oct. 29

Pregame TailgATe Party
2:30-5:30 p.m. in the Alumni Grove
Use your Rowdy Card to join us at the Noland 
Pavilion and enjoy live music by “The Backyard 
Cowboys,” good food, drinks and performances 
by the Pride of McNeese Marching Band and 
Cowgirl Kickers.  

HomecomINg Game
6 p.m. – Cowboy Stadium
Head for “The Hole” and cheer on our Cowboys 
as they battle the Abilene Christian Wildcats.
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Q  It has been 20 years since you played college football.  
What do you think has changed the most?

A  I’ve had the chance to see coaching evolve, having been a high 
school and college coach in different areas of the country. 

When I first started, you could tell a player that you wanted him to 
do something a certain way and he would just do it. To the player, it 
was the same as if a parent or grandparent told him to do a certain 
thing - he did it without question. Today, when you tell a player to 
do something, that student-athlete will usually want to know why, 
and you had better know the answer. Today’s students ask a lot more 
questions. They are smarter and they have access to more information, 
whereas, when we were younger, we relied on our parents and an older 
generation for our information.  

QWhat do you want your players to come away with when 
they leave McNeese?

A
I’d like to think that they had a great experience here as a student 
and as an athlete. We not only want our players to be successful 

in the classroom but we also want them to win championships. I want 
a player to feel like he’s been part of a family when he leaves here. 
For me, having been here as a student and as a coach for 14 years, 
our school motto, “Excellence With a Personal Touch,” really means 
something to me – it means we are a family where everybody looks 
after each other.

QWhat has been your most difficult decision as a head 
coach?

ADefinitely hiring staff, especially when you have to tell people 
that you have had prior relationships with that you can’t hire 

them. They are good coaches, but I wanted it to be about what 
McNeese needed and what I wanted now at this time.    

QYou have a wife, four children and a grandson. How do you 
balance your work with family time?

ACoaches spend a lot of time with other people’s children and we 
wear a lot of different hats, so we do spend a great amount of time 

away from our families. For me, any free time that I do have, I make a 
point to spend it with my family. For this reason, I don’t hunt, golf or 
fish – my hobby is my family and the time that we spend together. I 
learned this from my daddy - he made it a point to spend time with me 
when I was growing up.     

One-on-One with
Head Football
Coach Lance Guidry
Photo by Summer Boudreaux

In December, Lance Guidry (’95) was named the 15th head coach for 
the McNeese Cowboys football program. As defensive coordinator 
for the 2015 Cowboy season, Guidry helped McNeese win its 14th 
Southland Conference championship, a league record, as the team 
posted a perfect regular season. His defense ranked 12th nationally 
(allowing a tad over 300 yards per game), third in both scoring 
defense and red zone defense and fourth in rushing defense.

We had a chance to sit down and visit with Guidry about life as a 
head coach. It didn’t take long to see that he is energetic, passionate 
and confident. 

QHow is your time spent during the offseason?

AWe check to see that our players are attending class regularly. 
We put together practice plans, watch film, recruit a year ahead 

for next year’s class, obtain transcripts to see that players are eligible 
and deal with the day-to-day needs of our players. It may be a student 
that needs to get home for a family emergency or one that needs help 
in trying to get a class changed or someone calls from an elementary 
school asking that some of our athletes read to their classes. When 
recruiting, we do as much research as we can. We will visit with the 
high school coach and watch film. For me, the best way to judge the 
character of the student is to visit with his mother. I believe that the 
goodness of a person comes from the mother. If he has a good mother, 
then he will have a good heart. 

QYou have coached at other universities, so what is it about 
McNeese that is different?

AThis job is personal for me. Most of our coaching staff are 
McNeese alums. Having played here at McNeese means a little 

bit more to us – it is something special. Every Saturday night when I go 
out on that field I am going to fight a little bit harder for my university. 
We have such a great tradition here and I want to see this program 
grow. I miss the rivalries that we used to have with the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana (now University of Louisiana at Lafayette) 
and Louisiana Tech. There was great pride in those games and we need 
that rivalry again. I think with those types of games we would see an 
increased attendance. (The Cowboys played UL-Lafayette on Sept. 10 
in Lafayette.)

QHow do you find ways to motivate a team each week?

A
.  You look at who you are playing – are you better than those 
teams, do your players think they are equal, do your players 

respect them? If we’re playing LSU or Nebraska, then we are David 

against Goliath. I learned from probably the best, Mike Haywood at 
the University of Ohio, who had a different theme each week that was 
focused on 10 things that we needed to do to beat our opponent. The 
offensive and defensive coordinators each listed five and Mike would 
usually pick four from each one and add two of his own. From there, 
the team heard all 10, so the defense knew what the offense needed to 
do and the offense knew what the defense was working on. If the head 
coach said that the team needed to contain the quarterback to win the 
game, right away our offensive players knew that they had an athletic 
quarterback who liked to scramble. This meant that our offense needed 
to have strong ball control, score early and keep our defense off the 
field. I learned from Mike how to set up for the whole week. I will also 
have a theme for the big games. I’ve always been the guy who could 
push the buttons and say the right things to motivate others.

Q What really takes place in the locker room during halftime?

A  We get all the coaches together and see where we are in the game 
and why, and what, if anything, we need to change.  The head 

coach talks about what he is seeing. Then the defensive and offensive 
coaches split up and they set a plan. They then go to their players and 
begin making the adjustments on their boards. They will try to fix 
problems or go with a different plan and then explain how they think 
that plan needs to be executed. The whole team then meets together 
and the head coach will usually talk about the effort or lack of effort by 
the players. This is part of the mental aspect of the game and the coach 
is trying to create emotion and excitement going into the second half.

There is no doubt that Coach Guidry will be able to create that level of 
emotion Cowboy fans need to get ready for an explosive 2016 season!

Seven keys to our program 
that we instill in our players:
1 Enthusiasm - You must have a positive attitude. 

Happy people are successful people.

2 Competition - Do this both on and off the field.

3 Toughness - Never quit and always have great pride.
4 Preparation - Know what to expect, and when adversity 

hits, you will know how to respond.

5 Accountability - Always be prompt and dependable.

6 Goals - We will set goals for every task and every task 
will be met.

7 Team Unity - We are a family here at McNeese and 
we will always be a part of the McNeese family. 

Follow McNeese Athletics 
To see the 2016 McNeese Football Schedule 
and for any other information about McNeese 

athletics, go to www.mcneesesports.com.

NCAA Athletics Recruiting Rules
NCAA rules state that only coaches and designated athletics 

departmental staff can be involved in the recruiting process. Boosters 
cannot provide “extra benefits” or special arrangements to prospects 
or enrolled student-athletes. This means that you cannot provide cash 
or loans of any amount, co-sign or arrange for a loan, give birthday, 
Christmas or other gifts, provide use of an automobile, provide free 
or reduced cost services (such as airline tickets, dry cleaning, movie 
tickets, clothes, etc.), transportation within or outside the campus 
area, rent free or reduced housing, money for a guarantee of bail or 
bond, and tickets to athletic, institutional or community events.  

 
You can contribute funds to the McNeese Athletic Foundation 

or individual sport teams.  You can provide employment to current 
student-athletes with compensation based upon work actually 
performed and at a rate that will be commensurate with other 
employees performing similar job duties.  You can invite a student-
athlete or the entire team to your home to receive an occasional meal 
provided the meal is given in your home and the offer is extended 
infrequently for special occasions, such as Christmas or Thanksgiving. 

Guidry (No. 15) was an all-SLC defensive back at McNeese as well as a team 
captain, four-year letterman (1990-93) and was a part of two conference 
championship teams (1991, 1993). 

McNeese State University’s Theta Rho chapter of Kappa Sigma 
Fraternity will celebrate its 50th anniversary Dec. 9-10, 2016.

For information or to register, contact Jim Dufrene at 337-802-
0382 or Doug LeBleu at 337-853-5014. Events include a reception 
at the Kappa Sigma house, golf tournament and dinner dance at 
Lake Charles Country Club.
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McNeese athletics programs have had 
a great year in sports both on the field 
and in the classroom. Here are some of 
the 2015-2016 highlights. 

Southland Conference titles
• Football
• Men’s golf 
• Softball 

Top Student-Athlete Awards 

Martin Eriksson (golf) 
• SLC Student-Athlete 
of the Year 
• SLC Individual Golf 
Champion
• Arnold Palmer Cup 
Semifinalist 
• Golf Coaches Association of Ameri-
can Division I PING All-Region Team
• Cleveland Golf/Srixon All-America 
Scholar
• College Sports Information Direc-
tors of America (CoSIDA) All-America 
Team
• CoSIDA Academic All-District Team
• Capital One Academic All-America 
Second Team

Emily vincent (Softball) 
• Playing 
professional ball for 
Italy’s Forli’ softball 
team
• Named to Italian 
Softball League All-Stars

• Named to National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association (NFCA) Division I 
South All-Region team
• Named first team all-LSWA and 
all-SLC

Erika Piancastelli 
(softball)

• SLC Student-Athlete 
of the Year
• SLC Softball Player 
and Hitter of the Year
• NFCA All-American
• Top 25 Finalist for USA Softball 
Player of the Year
• CoSIDA Academic All-District Team
• Ranked 2nd in the nation in 
slugging percent, 3rd in home runs, 
on base percent and walks, 4th in 
home runs per game and 10th in 
runs scored per game

Malina Sanchez 
(volleyball)

• Louisiana 
Sports Writer’s 
Association’s 
Volleyball Player of 
the Year 

Bettina Brulhart 
(soccer) 

• LSWA and the SLC 
Women’s Soccer 
Newcomer of the 
Year 

oGiovanna Fioretti 
(tennis) 
• SLC Freshman of the 
Year

Kaleb Fontenot 
(baseball) 
• Drafted by the Texas 
Rangers 

Bryan King (baseball)
• 2016 Louisville Slugger Freshman 
All-American Team

Joe Provenzano (baseball) 
• CoSIDA Academic All-District Team

Nathan Jones (cross country) 
• SLC Student-Athlete of the Year

Leonie Weber (Women’s Cross Country)
• LSWA Co-Freshman of the Year

Luke Betts
(Men’s Cross Country)

• LSWA Newcomer 
of the Year
• SLC Newcomer of 
the Year

Wallace Scott
(Football)

• AFCA All-American 
Team
• AP All-American 
Team
• STATS FCS All-
American Team
• LSWA Defensive Player of the Year
• SLC Defensive Player of the Year

Quentin Marsh (Football)
• STATS FCS All-America Team

However, McNeese student-athletes 
do more than just run, kick, throw or 
hit. This year, McNeese athletics also 
achieved several awards for community 
service and academics.

µ Southland Strong Community 
Service Award - presented to SLC 
school that records the most service 
hours during the academic year. 

µ Second place in the SLC’s 
Academic Progress Rate Report

µ Baseball team receives inaugural 
American Baseball Coaches 

Association Team Academic 
Excellence Award. 

µ Cowgirl Cross country team 
recognized by U.S. Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches 
Association for earning team all-
academic honors

The McNeese Alumni Association will 
recognize a male and female student-
athlete of the month this year. 

“We know that our student-athletes 
spend a tremendous amount of 
time in conditioning and practice as 
well as on their studies,” says Joyce 
Patterson, alumni affairs director. 
“Our board of directors wants to 
spotlight the outstanding job that 

our student-athletes 
do both on and off 
the field.”

Student-Athletes Excel
Both on Field and in Classrooms

Local business and civic leader Joe T. Miller has donated $1 million to 
McNeese athletics for the baseball program.
Last winter, Miller donated $300,000 for the installation of a high-grade 
artificial turf for the infield and entire foul ball territory. This was the first 
phase of a three-phase project to do an extensive facility upgrade plan. Last 
November, the initial project included the turf as well as a new entrance 
court and ticket booth, VIP seating behind home plate and new fencing 
around the facility.
This spring, he donated an additional $700,000 that will be used for upgrades 
to Cowboy Diamond and to the baseball field house.
The athletics department honored Miller for his continued support of the 
Cowboy baseball by renaming the complex the Joe Miller Ballpark or “the Jeaux.”
Miller is well known in Southwest Louisiana for his interest and support of 
baseball. He coached South Lake Charles Little League Baseball for 40 years 
and was vice president of the Little League for 36 years. Many of his former 
players have played baseball at McNeese.
“Mr. Miller has always been a big supporter of not only McNeese baseball, 
but also McNeese State University as a whole, said athletics director Bruce 
Hemphill. Miller and his late wife, Mary, have supported academic programs 
at McNeese through endowed scholarships and professorships.
Miller – who was president of F. Miller and Sons Construction Co. for 
almost 50 years until his retirement in 2006 - has served on the McNeese 
Foundation Board of Directors since 1972, including president of the board. 
He received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree from McNeese 
in 2013 and he has also received the Distinguished Service Award from the 
McNeese Foundation for his support of the university. He was inducted into 
the Athletics Hall of Honor in 2014.
The McNeese softball program also received a generous donation of $77,000 
from Miller, which was used to enhance Cowgirl Diamond before the 2016 
Southland Conference Softball Tournament that McNeese hosted. 
The donation was used to purchase and install artificial turf in the foul ball areas.

Miller Donation Makes a Difference 
for Baseball Program



  Online Degrees 
  Provide Flexibility
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McNeese Named 
Military Friendly 
School

McNeese was designated a 2016 Military 
Friendly School by Victory Media, the leader 
in successfully connecting the military and 
civilian worlds. The Military Friendly Schools 
designation provides service members and 
their families with transparent, data-driven 
ratings about post-military education and 
career opportunities. McNeese staffs an office 
in the Fort Polk Education Center and offers 
on-site credit courses leading to baccalaureate 
and master’s degrees for active duty soldiers 
and dependents in special eight-week 
formats.

Travel
the World

McNeese alumni have the opportunity “to 
sea” countries of Central and South America and 
Greece and Italy via Oceania Cruises in 2017.

The Palms in Paradise cruise is April 
24-May 10 and is $3,699 per person double 
occupancy, while the Adriatic Rhapsody 
cruise is Oct. 27-Nov. 7 and costs $2,999 per 
person double occupancy.

From lush, palm-studded landscapes to 
man-made wonders and majestic colonial 
architecture, experience the highlights of 
Central and South America as Oceania 
Cruises’ intimate Regatta takes you from 
Florida to Colombia, through the Panama 
Canal, and on to Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
Guatemala, Mexico and California.

Take in ancient wonders, quaint piazzas 
and graceful canals on this Adriatic adventure 
aboard Oceania Cruises’ state-of-the-art 
Marina. From Athens to Rome, encounter 
stunning landscapes and historical treasures 
in Santorini, Katakolon, Corfu, Kotor, Split, 
Venice, Taormina and Naples/Pompeii. 

For more information, contact the Alumni 
Association at 337-475-5232. Date, price and 
itinerary are subject to change.

McNeese offers a variety of online 
programs - degrees and certificates - designed 
for non-traditional adult learners with family, 
work or time commitments.

These programs allow adult learners the 
flexibility and convenience of online learning 
and the ability to maintain their position in 
the workforce while earning a college degree, 
according to Dr. Helen Ware, director of 
electronic learning at McNeese.

Online baccalaureate degrees include: 
criminal justice, general studies, 
management, nursing (RN to BSN), 
psychology, sociology and sociology with 
family and child studies concentration.

Online graduate degrees include: criminal 
justice, educational specialist degree in 
educational leadership, health and human 
performance-health promotion, and nursing. 

Two additional graduate degree programs 
– the Master of Business Administration 
and the Master of Arts in psychology with 
an applied behavior analysis concentration - 
became completely available online this fall. 
Students now have the choice of completing 
these graduate programs either online or by 
the traditional face-to-face classes and can take 
courses in either format to complete their degree. 

Online certificate programs are as follows: 
academically gifted education, applied 
behavior analysis, business administration, 
psychiatric/mental health nurse practitioner, 
reading specialist and school librarian.

McNeese also offers adult learners an 
accelerated online format for some of the 
programs, giving students the flexibility to 
access course information and assignments 
when and where they choose. Courses are 
offered during two 7-week sessions within a 
regular semester, allowing students to earn 
credits each session while focusing on only 
one or two sessions at a time. “These students 
may actually complete their degrees faster 
than traditional students,” said Ware. 

Approximately 665 students are currently 
enrolled in the online programs at McNeese.

For more information, contact the McNeese 
Electronic Learning office at 337-475-5075. 

McNeese Professor’s 
Art Used in Super 
Bowl    Commercial!!!
It was late at night and Marty Bee, 
McNeese professor of art, was working 
from the lobby of a local hotel while 
repairs were being made to his home. 
After a full day of teaching graphic design, 
he was keeping close to the coffee pot.  
He needed all the caffeine he could 
manage in order to come up with an edgy 
design of Steven Tyler, of Aerosmith and 
American Idol fame, within three days.   

It all started when Marty received a call 
from an agent with Doyle, Dane and 
Bernbach of Chicago, a stateside office of 
DDB Worldwide advertising agency. The 
agent had discovered Marty’s work in the 
Directory of Illustration, which features 
the works of illustrators from around the 
globe. The agent said, “Your work looks 
like you have the right kind of humor to 
handle this. And, oh by the way, Steven will need to see the drawing and approve 
of it before he leaves for Christmas vacation three days from now.” 

Bee had no idea how his rendering would be used until he received the contract 
in the mail. When he saw the name, “Wrigley’s Company – Super Bowl 2015,” it 
was definitely an “Oh, Wow” moment! As the realization that his artwork would 
be featured in a national commercial settled in, he finally had time to reflect and 
thought how proud his dad would have been. He still couldn’t tell anyone as the 
company had him sign a nondisclosure agreement until after the commercial aired 
during the Super Bowl.  

Once his design concept was approved, he began spending time collaborating 
with the agency on eight change cycles. “I am used to that – you can’t get too in 
love with your work,” states Bee.   Then the animation company went to work on 
changing the flat look to that of the textured Skittles. Now he has discovered that 
his work will also be featured in this year’s brochure for the Directory of Illustration.

Having taught at McNeese since 1987, he felt his students might think, “How did 
you do that?  You’re so old you make dirt look young!” Instead, they were like, 
“Wow, you did that?” Once his students saw the commercial, he said they were all 
blown away.  

Marty has a fun-loving and somewhat quirky personality - after all he is an artist!  
This sense of humor is what has helped him keep such a positive attitude when 
he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease five years ago. He decided to create 
“The Dopamine Chronicles,” where he uses drawings, humorous stories, and 
medical information on Parkinson’s so that readers can laugh and learn about the 
daily challenges Parkinson’s patients face. “When I turned 64 I made a conscious 
decision to pursue work that would be fun, strange, weird, and this fits right in,” 
Bee remarked.  

When asked how you top a Super Bowl commercial, Bee quickly responds, “I’m 
thinking of doing a series on dancing toilets!” 

With his positive approach to life, Marty is certain to continue his impressive career 
in illustration and in passing along his knowledge of graphic design to McNeese 
students. You can see the Steven Tyler commercial by searching on YouTube at 
“Skittles: The Portrait,” which has over 23 million views.

Nothing speaks more highly of a university than alumni who enthusiastically serve and 
support their alma mater.  As alumni, we can make a difference in the future of our students 
and our community.  Following is an excerpt from a letter written to the Alumni Association 
by one of our scholarship recipients:

“McNeese has always been my college of choice as both of my parents are alumni.  Attending 
the same college that they earned their degrees from became even dearer to me when my father 
passed away during my senior year of high school after a short four-month battle with cancer.  
Attending McNeese allows me to follow in his footsteps while being close to my mother and 
younger sister . . .  After earning my degree in Early Childhood Education, I plan to remain in our 
great state of Louisiana and have a positive impact on its youngest citizens . . .  With the fear of 
TOPS being cut, people like you help make the difference for students like me.  Thank you again 
for contributing to my education and McNeese State University.”

Your alumni association has endowed over $800,000 in scholarships and has also provided 
funding for undergraduate student research, academic support, campus enhancements, 
university promotions and more.  Through the generosity of our alumni, McNeese students 
continue to benefit from abundant opportunities to learn, grow and excel.  

As you can see, your gift to the Annual Fund can make a difference in the lives of individual 
students.  When joined with the gifts of other graduates, you will be helping to provide 
outstanding academic and athletic programs, scholarships, tools for our faculty, a rich 
community environment, and much more.  

We hope that you will donate today to the McNeese Annual Fund – your gift will have 
a lasting impact on a student’s future.  For your convenience, we have included a donor 
envelope in this magazine.  You can also go on-line to mcneesealumni.com/annualfund to 
make your gift.  If you have any questions or need assistance please contact the Alumni Office 
at 337-475-5232.

Invest Now In The Future of McNeese State University!

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE NOW UNDERWAY

CHRISTUS St. Patrick Hospital donated $5,000 to the McNeese State University Alumni 
Association to help sponsor 2016 Homecoming week activities Oct. 22-29. On hand for 
the presentation are from left: Donald Lloyd II, president and chief executive officer of 
CHRISTUS St. Patrick and CHRISTUS Health Southwestern Louisiana, Kevin Caldwell, 
McNeese Alumni Association president; and Heather Hidalgo, CHRISTUS St. Patrick director 
of marketing and communications.
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As a little girl, Dr. Amber Hale says she cannot remember a time 
when she did not want to know everything she could “about every 
plant, bug and animal in sight.” For three weeks this summer, her “little 
girl’s curiosity” offered her an amazing opportunity to study plant life 
and sea creatures more than 13,000 feet under the sea off the eastern 
Pacific Coast.  

Hale, a McNeese assistant professor with a degree in molecular 
biology, was one of 17 educators selected worldwide by the Ocean 
Exploration Trust to explore the ocean floor for three weeks in June 
aboard the 210-foot exploration vessel, Nautilus, during the 2016 
Nautilus Exploration Program expedition. 

The OET is a nonprofit founded in 2008 by Titanic discoverer and 
National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence Dr. Robert Ballard to 
promote science, technology, engineering and mathematics education 
around the world using the excitement of exploration and innovation 
to inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers. 

Hale was chosen to serve as one of three Science Communication 
Fellows on board the Nautilus during the Cascadia Margin Leg of 
the expedition season. “My job was to field questions from around 
the world and then translate the scientific jargon into words that 
those people watching at home 
could understand,” said Hale. She 
participated in live interactions with 
shore-based audiences around the 
world via Nautilus Live, a 24-hour web 
portal bringing expeditions from the 
field to future explorers on shore via 
telepresence technology.

Hale even had the opportunity 
to talk with 50 to 60 children 
participating in the McNeese Kids 
College All-Day Camp every Friday 
while she was on board the Nautilus. 
“I had such great questions from the children,” said Hale. “I was asked 
about sharks, buried treasure, food on board the ship and plants on the 
bottom of the ocean.” 

The OET’s international programs center on scientific exploration 
of the seafloor and expeditions are launched from aboard the Nautilus. 
Two remotely operated vehicles – Hercules and Argus – collect video 
footage and a variety of samples.

Hale said on this expedition the ROVs looked for methane seeps, 
which is the process of gas coming up from the ocean floor. “Methane 
is a powerful greenhouse gas and unique ecosystems have developed 
around the seeps that scientists are excited about.” 

The expedition also located and mapped a merchant vessel that 
was torpedoed at the border between American and Canadian waters 
at the onset of American involvement in WWII. The 75-year-old 
wreck still contains a significant amount of oil, which could become 
a pollution hazard if the oil were to leak from the corroded vessel, 
according to Hale. 

Hale teaches all levels of biology courses at McNeese and 
enjoys working closely with her students and is excited about 
incorporating her experiences this summer into her classes.

And this includes research. “Amber has mentored students 
in the Undergraduate Research Program that we help sponsor,” 

states Joyce Patterson, director of 
alumni affairs at McNeese. “She 
has collaborated on a project on 
American elk with a professor in 
Kentucky and on two crocodilian 
projects with a McNeese colleague 
and she shares her experiences with 
her students. In return, the students 
gain invaluable skills such as research 
protocols, time management, 
communication, teamwork, 
interpersonal skills and more.” 

Hale said she encourages her students 
to “seize any opportunity that presents itself and don’t be afraid of trying 
new things. The road is rarely a straight one - enjoy the journey!” 

THREE WEEKS 
ON THE 
NAUTILUS Q.  What constitutes a “small business”?

A.  Basically if you own a business, nine out 
of 10 times this would qualify as a small 
business. It is not necessarily the size of 
the business that determines whether it 
qualifies as a small business, so the best 
thing is to contact our office and we can 
help the owner determine if they qualify.

Q.  What type of services do you provide?
A. There is no charge for our services to 
the individual or the company. We can help 
clients apply for a loan, learn how to read a 
financial statement, register their business 
with the state, come up with a name for 
the company, etc. We would encourage 
interested persons to first attend a 
“Starting and Financing a Small Business” 
seminar so that they become familiar with 
the concept and language before meeting 
with the office staff. 

Q. You mentioned workshops and 
seminars. What kind do you have?
A. Each month, we offer a “Starting and 
Financing a Small Business Seminar”  – 
you can discover if you really are an 
entrepreneur, get information on financing 
your start-up, learn how to write a business 
plan, understand what a banker really 
wants to know and more.  Quarterly, we 
host a “Cash Is King” seminar where you 
learn about cash flow and finances.  We 
also offer workshops on “How to Form and 
Register Your Business” and “Social Media 
Tips for Small Businesses.”  

Q. What if I already have a small business?
A. We can help here, also. Sometimes a 
company wants to expand or just needs a 
tune-up. You might be having difficulty and 
need to increase sales or business traffic. 
Our seminars can help provide this type 
of information to current small business 

McNeese’s LSBDC Provides Expertise 
to Small Business Owners in 
Southwest Louisiana 
Q & A with Jessica Glodd, administrative manager and training coordinator with the 
Louisiana Small Business Development Center (LSBDC) at McNeese State University.

owners and are available to them as well as 
personal consultation with office staff.

Q. With over $90 billion in industrial 
expansion coming to Southwest Louisiana, 
how do you see the role of the LSBDC at 
McNeese?
A. We are excited to be helping locally 
owned small businesses provide goods 
and services to these large contractors and 
industries.  Being located on the McNeese 
campus for the past 33 years, we feel that 
we know this area.  As our director, Donna 
Little, says, “The innovation of ideas varies 
every day and we are passionate about 
great ideas.”  

Q. How does someone get in touch with 
your office?
A. We are located in Suite 162 on the first 
floor of the SEED Center on the McNeese 
campus. Also located in the center are 
the Southwest Louisiana Economic 
Development Alliance, Chamber Southwest 
Louisiana, SEED Center Business Incubator 
and McNeese Student Innovation Center, 
which features its student incubator, labs 
and classrooms. This “one-stop shop” with 
tremendous resources is located at 4310 
Ryan St. Our website is www.lsbdc.org/
msu/; Facebook - www.facebook.com/
LSBDCMSU; Twitter - @LSBDCMSU; or 
you can call our office at 337-475-5529. 
We proudly serve the five-parish area.

Q. By the way, congratulations on your 
office having been presented the 2016 

SBDC Service  Excellence and Innovation 
Center award as the best SBDC in the state.
A. Yes, that was really exciting news. We 
also were reaccredited by the national 
office for another five years. So to be 
recognized as the top SBDC in the state 
and to be reaccredited tells us that we are 
helping area entrepreneurs to grow their 
businesses and improve our economy. 

Q.  What is the best advice you can give 
someone?
A.  Use our services before you act – we 
can save you time and money.

Q. Please tell us about the staff members 
working in the LSBDC at McNeese.
A. As I mentioned, Donna Little is the 
director and she is the backbone of 
this office. She earned her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in English and her Master 
of Business Administration degree from 
McNeese. Donna has been part owner 
of a small start-up business and has over 
30 years of experience in the business 
world. Susan K. Thibodeaux is a business 
consultant and her Bachelor of Science 
degree in finance is from McNeese. She 
has worked in the banking industry, owned 
her own mortgage company and worked 
for the city of Lake Charles in the payroll 
department. I joined the office staff this 
spring.  My undergraduate degree is 
from McNeese and I have my MBA with 
a concentration in human resources. I 
previously worked at Alcoa as a production 
supervisor.

Dr. Amber Hale interacts live with the children in the 
McNeese Kids College All-Day Camp while she was on board 
the Nautilus.

U.S. Small Business Administration 
District Director Mike Ricks presents 
the 2016 SBDC Service Excellence and 
Innovation Center award to the LSBDC 
at McNeese State University Director 
Donna Little and Business Consultant 
Susan Thibodeaux. 
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McNeese Alumni Association
Box 90775
Lake Charles, LA 70609

Opportunities to Connect With McNeese
The Annual Fund provides a way for you to show financial 
support for McNeese. However, there are so many other 
opportunities to engage with your alma mater and make a 
positive difference.  

The McNeese Mavericks is a group of select alumni and 
friends of the university that volunteers its time and talent 
to assist with alumni events throughout the year.

Current students can connect now with their university 
by getting involved with the Student Alumni Ambassadors 
program. Students work with alumni at events and promote 
the Alumni Association to the student body before 
graduation. 

Other ways alumni can support McNeese include: hiring 
McNeese graduates or encouraging someone you know to 
do so; speaking highly of your alma mater whenever you 
can; encouraging a high school student to visit the campus; 
offering internships to McNeese students; or attending a 
university event – whether it’s a football game or a theater 
production. And don’t forget - Geaux Blue on Fridays!

The Alumni Association helps connect alumni, students and 
friends to opportunities that support the university.
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