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U.S. News & World Report named McNeese one of the best regional universities in the South for the fourth consecutive year.

College of Business
P A management major won the college division of the 3rd annual SEED Center Business Pitch Competition. 

Burton College of Education
P McNeese’s graduate training program in Applied Behavior Analysis has been ranked nationally in the top 10 ABA 
programs.

College of Engineering
P A team of mechanical engineering students won the national 2014 Ocean Exploration Trust’s Nautilus Engineering 
Design Challenge by designing the winning tool that will help the OET Nautilus Exploration Program better sample 
volcanic formations from the seafloor.  McNeese beat out teams from Stanford and the University of Tennessee at Knoxville.

P McNeese is one of the few four-year universities in the country to have a model chemical plant to train future engineers.

College of Liberal Arts
P The criminal justice program has implemented a course that allows qualified students to become certified police officers 
before their graduation date as part of their curriculum – making this program the first of its kind in the state. This increases 
their chances in obtaining employment upon graduation.

College of Nursing & Health Professions
P A new Bachelor of Science degree in health systems management will be offered in the fall through the newly renamed 
College of Nursing and Health Professions. This name change reflects the changes and trends happening in health care 
delivery. Health systems management is a non-nursing degree that will prepare graduates for jobs managing the business 
of health care. 

College of Science
P McNeese has three working farms and a state-of-the-art meat processing and production facility that provide hands-
on experience for careers in the agricultural and food science industry that students need to succeed in agriculture today. 

Points of Excellence

Message from the President
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McNeese State University has received national attention over the past four years for its 
outstanding academic programs and affordability. Most recently, the 2015 College ROI Report by 
PayScale Inc. ranked the McNeese College of Engineering third among all engineering schools in 
the nation in terms of career return on investment - topping all engineering programs in the state of 
Louisiana – and this is especially good news. PayScale is the world’s leading provider of on-demand 
compensation data and software.

In 2014, U.S. News and World Report, widely considered to be the foremost authority on college 
rankings, ranked McNeese in Tier One in the Best Regional Universities-South category and it has 
also ranked McNeese in the top 50 among the top public schools in the southern region for a fourth 
consecutive year.

Due to the dedication of our faculty and staff, the trajectory of McNeese is upward. These 
experts care deeply about their students and embrace our campus culture of ‘Excellence With a 
Personal Touch.’ 

With over $77 billion in economic development projects in progress or announced in Southwest 
Louisiana, McNeese is in a prime position to provide graduates that will be in high demand for the 
expanding industrial facilities and for the increased need for graduates in engineering, business, 
health care, allied health services, education, agriculture, criminal justice, recreation, tourism and 
entertainment that the economic and population growth will require.

To see all of the rankings visit www.payscale.com/college-roi/major/engineering.

Dr. Philip C. Williams



COWBOYS

A true cowboy turned 
successful international 
business executive is the 
2015 Distinguished Alumnus 
Award recipient from the 
McNeese Alumni Association.  

Jeff Miller wanted to be 
a cowboy and a rodeo 
scholarship brought him to 
McNeese in 1982 from Texas. 
He majored in agriculture and 
business while traveling with 
the McNeese rodeo team. 
Before he graduated, he 
had joined the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association.

After graduating with a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
from McNeese in 1986, Jeff 
changed his focus from rodeo 
to business. He completed 
his Master of Business 
Administration degree at 

Texas A&M University in 
1988 and passed the certified 
public accountant exam.

Soon he was on the partner 
track with the Arthur 
Andersen accounting firm. In 
1997 he joined Halliburton, 
one of the world’s largest 
providers of products and 
services to the energy 
industry, and held senior 
management roles in the 
company’s global operations 
and business development. 
This $33 billion company 
employs more than 70,000 
people in over 80 countries.

Jeff was named Halliburton’s 
president and chief health, 
safety and environment 
officer and appointed to 
the company’s Board of 
Directors in August 2014.

While at McNeese, he 
followed his cowboy 
dream and love of 
rodeo. He also met the 
love of his life, Rhonda, 
while standing in the 
registration line his 
freshman year. They were 
married in May 1987 and 
have two sons, Sam and 
Case. 

When you’re 

committed to 

your career, 

work becomes 

fascinating and 

knowledge drives 

opportunities

Jeff attributes his success 
“to his education and love of 
learning” while he was here 
at McNeese.

A top industry leader, 
his posts on the online 
professional network, 

Halliburton President Jeff Miller leads global giant
Miller named McNeese Distingushed Alumnus

New Innovation Marketplace Announced 
The Southwest Louisiana Entrepreneurial and Economic Development Center at McNeese 
is proud to announce its new feature known as “Innovation Marketplace” that can be 
accessed through McNeese’s website.

The Innovation Marketplace provides local companies and businesses easy, instant access 
to McNeese faculty and staff for services such as guest speakers, training or technical 
assistance. 

Faculty and staff members list their credentials and biographical information, as well as 
services offered. All of this can be easily found through searching by Name or Keyword, 
by Department or by Service. Once you find the faculty member that you are interested 
in, click on “Request University Services,” and you will be able to leave your contact 
information and the description of your request.

To access the Innovation Marketplace, go to seed.mcneese.edu/facultysearch.

Linkedin, covering topics on 
business and leadership are 
wildly popular. In one of his 
recent posts, “Stick It Out 
and Face the Challenges,” 
Miller offered a simple piece 
of advice to the graduating 
class of 2015 – “Whatever 
profession you go into, find 
a position where you’ll learn 
a lot about the field or craft 
and don’t leave it when 
things get tough.” 

He encouraged graduates 
to commit to learning. 
“When you join the full-time 
workforce, there’s a level 
of commitment required. 
It’s your job to get focused 
on the work and learn. Find 
out as much as possible 
about your company, the 
skills needed to grow 
professionally… everything 
that will help you excel. 
Don’t waste that moment 
because you’re not fully 
committed to learning. 
Back in my early 20s, I was 
a rodeo cowboy. But after 
I started my professional 
career, it became clear the 
rodeos would have to go. 
It was my job to learn. Yes, 
rodeos were a lot of fun 
but my idea of fun changed 
as I became more focused 
on my career. When you’re 
committed to your career, 
work becomes fascinating 
and knowledge drives 
opportunities.”

To show their commitment 
to McNeese, the Millers 
established the Jeff and 
Rhonda Miller Distinguished 
Student Award in the 
College of Business that 
honors distinguished seniors 
and provides a Beta Gamma 
Sigma Scholarship for a 
junior with the highest GPA.

Miller will receive the 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Award during halftime 
ceremonies of the McNeese 
vs. Southeastern Louisiana 
football game on Oct. 10.
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Miller attending Halliburton-
Jakarta opening May 2015.

Jeff and Rhonda Miller
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COWBOY

RIDE PRIIDE
McNeeseAlumni.com/Plate

Louisiana residents:  Show your Cowboy pride every time you hit the road and help fund 
scholarships for deserving students!  When you purchase your McNeese plate, $25 of 
the $26 per year fee goes directly to the scholarship fund.  For more information, visit 
mcneesealumni.com/plate.

Homecoming Reunion Planned 
for Coed Cheerleaders
The McNeese Alumni Office and Nadine Romero, 
McNeese’s cheerleader sponsor, will host a coed 
cheerleader reunion during Homecoming, Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 23-24.  

“On Friday night we will get together at the Robert 
Noland Pavilion for food, drinks and great fun, followed 
by attendance at the alumni tailgate party on Saturday 
and the game Saturday night,” says Romero.  For more 
information, contact the alumni office at alumni@
mcneese.edu. Provide your name (including maiden), 
which years you were a member of the squad, mailing 
address, phone number and email.  



Betty Sims, president of the McNeese Black 
Alumni Chapter (BAC) accepts a $60,000 
donation from 14th Judicial District Court 
Judge Sharon Wilson as part of the Georgia 
Gulf Lake Charles LLC, et. al. Settlement Fund.  
The chapter will endow the funds through the 
McNeese Foundation, which will provide a 
$20,000 match.  The endowment will provide 
scholarships to minority students from the 
area. On hand for the presentation are from 
left Carmen Williams, BAC member, Wilson, 
Isaiah Brumfield, McNeese student scholarship 
recipient, Joanna Nixon-Gatlin, chapter 
scholarship chairman, and Sims.

In recognition of the 75th anniversary, the McNeese 
Alumni Association donated $80,000 to the McNeese 
Foundation for scholarships. The Foundation will 
provide a $20,000 match as part of its “15 gets you 
20” campaign. This now brings the amount of alumni 
endowed scholarships to over $600,000. Pictured in the 
photo is Mike Wittler, alumni president during the 75th 
anniversary, Dr. Philip Williams, university president, and 
Stephanie Clark, assistant alumni director.

The McNeese Mavericks, a select group of loyal 
alumni and friends of McNeese, help support the 
University and the Alumni Association throughout 
the year. The Mavericks donated $5,000 to the 
KBYS 88.3 FM Radio Station on campus and 
$5,000 towards the Pride of McNeese Marching 
Band’s new uniforms. They also volunteer at various 
alumni and campus events and act as advocates for 
the university. Pictured are from left: Jay Jacobs, 
director of McNeese Bands, Rollenda McCown, 
chairman of the Mavericks, and Jacob Ross Conner, 
operations manager of KBYS radio.

The Merrill Lynch Invitational Golf Tournament, 
co-sponsored with the McNeese Alumni 
Association, recently donated $75,000 
through the McNeese Foundation for endowed 
scholarships for student-athletes whose major 
is in the College of Business and $5,317.23 
for the Cowboy football program for a total 
of $80,317.23. On hand for the presentation 
are from left: Dr. Daryl Burckel, McNeese 
professor of accounting, Barbara Bailey, alumni 
association president, McNeese Athletics 
Director Bruce Hemphill and Mike Eason, 
resident director of Merrill Lynch Lake Charles. 
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McNeeseAlumni.com/AnnualFund
or make check payable to: McNeese Alumni, Box 90775, Lake Charles, LA 70609

Over the past year we’ve been able to 

accomplish so many things thanks to 

the generosity of our alumni.

We’re inspired to do even greater 

things at McNeese in 2015 and we 

need  your help. With your continued 

support, we will continue to build 

traditions and inspire excellence!

Make a gift and see what happens next!

$221,810
Scholarships & Recruiting

$42,136
Academic Excellence

$37,580
Campus Enhancements 

& Promotions

$14,500
Student Programming

$43,000
Alumni Events 
& Publications

Look what 

we’ve done 

together!



For the first time in its history, the McNeese Alumni Board of Directors 
will recognize two Distinguished Service Recipients this year. “As we come 
to the end of our 75th anniversary celebration, we felt it appropriate to 
honor two of our early graduates who have supported McNeese for the 
past 75 years - Dr. Harcourt M. Stebbins (class of 1942) and Lt. Col. Henry 
Dudley Doiron (class of 1946),” states Joyce Patterson, alumni director.

Dr. Harcourt M. Stebbins
Although born in Puerto Rico, Harcourt moved to the U.S. when he was 
15. He enrolled in Lake Charles Junior College (now McNeese) in 1940. 
“Things were very different then and we were still trying to recover 
from the Great Depression. One student would tether his horse where 
the library now stands. Some of the boys would bring their shotguns to 
school so they could hunt right after classes,” says Harcourt. 

His fondest memory is the time he and Glenn Garber spent together as 
members of the McNeese football team. “Members would have to pick 
up the cow pies before they could start to practice on the field. I was so 
small and was totally inexperienced, so I really didn’t get to play much, but 
I always practiced and showed up because they fed us steaks after the 
games,” recalls Stebbins.
 
He remembers a Sunday morning when students were performing a 
radio play at the KPLC station downtown. He heard the sound of the 
teletype machine and realized that it must be important news. Stebbins 
read the tape and then showed it to each boy as he left the microphone - 
the Japanese had just bombed Pearl Harbor. These young students knew 
immediately that their lives would be changed forever. He was in the 
Army Specialized Training Program.

Stebbins attended Loyola University in New 
Orleans and earned his dental degree. After 
his training in anesthesia at Baptist Hospital in 
New Orleans, he opened his practice in Lake 
Charles. In 1955 he began 23 years of active 
duty in the U.S. Air Force, where he taught and 
practiced anesthesiology.

When he returned to Lake Charles, he found 
time to help McNeese professor Ziggy Novack 
establish the Council for International Concerns, 

which helped international students adjust to 
campus life. He also sought support from the 
local Rotary Club to help sponsor an annual 
International Student Picnic. 

He was instrumental in the planning of 
McNeese’s 50th anniversary and was 
recognized by McNeese President Dr. Philip 
Williams at the 75th Diamond Jubilee. He is a member of the McNeese 
Alumni Golden Scholars and enjoys attending Reunion Weekend each 
year. He has been a consistent donor to the Alumni Annual Fund, a 
McNeese Foundation donor and an attendee of McNeese’s Handel’s 
Messiah, Banners, SAGE and Leisure Learning events. 

This is not Dr. Stebbin’s first Distinguished Service Award. He received 
the 2006 Distinguished Service Award from the Louisiana Dental 
Association and the prestigious Heidbrink Award from the American 
Dental Society of Anesthesiology. 

Lt. Col. Henry Dudley Doiron
Henry graduated from Lake Charles High School and entered McNeese 
Junior College in 1944. “I can remember that because of the war - 
our summer enrollment that year was only 64 students,” he recalls. “I 
received a good education at McNeese. Everyone knew each other and 
the teachers were some of the best!”

Those early years were a time of joyful youth and innocent pranks. 
Doiron remembers shimmying up the flag pole in front of Kaufman Hall. 

“Kaufman Hall housed our classrooms, library, administrative offices 
and coffee shop. Bulber Auditorium had removable seats in the front 
half so that we could take them out and have dances there. Basketball 
was played in the auditorium, commencement was held there and 
boxing matches took place down the stairs behind the stage. Things 
have certainly changed when you look at today’s campus,” states Henry.

Following graduation from McNeese, Doiron attended LSU where he 
earned his bachelor’s degree in commerce and received his commission 
as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army. He served 21 years, which 
included tours in Japan, Korea, France, Germany and several stops 
across the United States as a commander or staff officer of several 
infantry divisions. Doiron was awarded the Purple Heart along with nine 
other medals and ribbons. 

Above: Lt. Col. Henry Dudley Doiron enjoys the 
live music at the 75th Diamond Jubilee. 

Left: 1946 Log photo 
Far left: Lt. Col. Henry Dudley Doiron 

(class of 1946)

As we come to the end 
of our 75th anniversary 
celebration, we felt it 
appropriate to honor two 
of our early graduates who 
have supported McNeese 
for the past 75 years.
Joyce Patterson, alumni director

Two Distinguished Service Recipients Named
– A First for Alumni Association
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Doiron has helped fund scholarships through 
the McNeese Foundation in memory of his Lake 
Charles High School teachers. He has volunteered 
in the archives and special collections section 
of McNeese’s Frazar Memorial Library. He is 
a member of the McNeese Foundation’s 1939 
Living Oaks Society, was an early inductee into 
the McNeese Alumni Golden Scholars Society 
and attends Reunion Weekend each year. You 
can often spot him at alumni pregame tailgates 
and McNeese leisure learning classes. He also 
attended this year’s Diamond Jubilee, where he 
was recognized by Dr. Williams.

Doiron is also the first McNeese alumnus to 
establish a gift annuity, which names the McNeese 
Alumni Association as the beneficiary. “Henry is 
as much a part of this campus as are our students, 
faculty and staff. He loves the life of the campus, 
the continuity in learning, the excitement found in 
campus events and the special place that McNeese 
has in our hearts,” says Patterson. 

Stebbins and Doiron will be recognized at the 
Alumni Distinguished Awards Program on Oct. 9.

I received a good education at 
McNeese. Everyone knew each 
other and the teachers were 
some of the best!

Henry Doiron

Right: 1943 Log photo
Below: Dr. Harcourt M. Stebbins (class of 1942)
Below Right: McNeese alum Jim Beam chats with 
Dr. Harcourt M. Stebbins at 75th Diamond Jubilee event.



Friday, Oct. 23
Alumni/Friends Golf Tournament 
Alumni and friends of McNeese enjoy good food, 
drinks and comradarie with a little bit of golf mixed in 
with an 11 a.m. shotgun start at Mallard Cove.

Alumni Recital  - 7 p.m. , Tritico Theatre 
Performances by alumni choir, jazz band and more. 
For more information contact Lisa Tauzin - ldt@
suddenlink.net or Mickey Smith - hubersmithjr@
yahoo.com

Saturday, Oct. 17
Ladies Champagne 
Bingo
Held at Burton 
Coliseum from 11 a.m. – 
1 p.m. Tickets must be 
purchased  in advance. 

Tuesday, Oct. 20
Past Alumni 
Presidents Reception
Dr. and Mrs. Philip 
Williams host former 
alumni presidents and 
their spouses at the 
President’s Home.

Wednesday, Oct. 21
Oozeball
Student teams 
compete in mud 
volleyball for bragging 
rights. Stop by and 
watch the excitement 
unfold.  3-7 p.m.  on the
side of Frasch Hall.

Thursday, Oct. 22
Homecoming Parade, Pep Rally and Alumni 
Fireworks Show
At 7 p.m. one of Lake Charles’ largest parades will 
roll down Ryan Street to the McNeese stadium. 
Join the pep rally held in Cowboy Stadium with 
a performance by Vedo from NBC’s The Voice. 
Then view the fireworks show sponsored by your 
Alumni Association.

Saturday, Oct. 24
Pregame Tailgate Party 
Use your Rowdy Card to join us at the Noland Pavilion in the Alumni 
Grove. Live music by the “Backyard Cowboys,” good food, drinks, with 
performances by the Pride of McNeese Marching Band and Cowgirl 
Kickers.  From 2:30-5:30 p.m.

Homecoming Game Head for the “Hole” and get ready to see McNeese 
show the Northwestern Demons how to wish they were Cowboys!  
Kickoff is 6 p.m.  
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Raisin’ Hell
More Cowbell!!
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Christopher Catrambone – 
Entrepreneur, Humanitarian, Adventurer
“Spring has come to the Mediterranean. The days are sunny, the 
wind has died down and the seas are calm. And people are dying.” 
These are the opening words on Christopher Catrambone’s 
Web page.

Chris graduated from McNeese in 2002 and began working in 
some of the world’s most dangerous places including Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Prior to that, he owned a steamboat restaurant 
in the Virgin Islands, ran a political campaign in Louisiana and 
worked in the U.S. Congress. 

Inspired by 2013’s migrant tragedy in Lampedusa, Chris and his 
wife, Regina, used $7.5 million of their own money to establish 
the Migrant Offshore Aid Station (MOAS). MOAS uses its 
40-metre drone-equipped ship, Phoenix, along with her crew, 
volunteers, medical and rescue staff, to alleviate the needless 
suffering and death of migrants crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

In 2006 he founded Tangiers, now a leading global business 
specializing in insurance, emergency assistance, on-the-ground 
claims handling and intelligence services. Chris and Regina now 
live in Malta with their daughter, Maria Luisa.

In 2015, Tangiers acquired Osprey Insurance Brokers Co. 
Ltd., Malta’s largest aviation insurance and risk management 
specialists. “Whether it’s business or philanthropy, I love the 
adventure and challenge of tackling tough problems to help 
people make it through impossible situations,” says Catrambone.

Last year, MOAS saved nearly 3,000 lives in 60 days, and to 
date, the organization has saved more than 8,500 lives. This 
year marks the second season of sea rescues for MOAS and it 
is partnering with Medicins San Frontiers, which will provide 
medical support. 

During the past three months, MOAS has assisted 5,597 men, 
women and children in 17 different rescues. These are typically 
refugees fleeing war zones and persecution including Syrians 
and Eritreans.   

More information about MOAS can be found at www.moas.eu.  

“I love to attend Rouge et Blanc as it 
is the place to be and to be seen,” says 
Patricia Prebula (class of 1988) and 
president of the McNeese Foundation 
and a longtime patron of Rouge et Blanc. 

“This event is such a success that all 
1,750 tickets are sold out in a matter 
of hours. Moving the venue from 
downtown to the McNeese campus was 
the best decision ever!  The ambiance 
is amazing, providing more shade for 
everyone under the beautiful oak 
trees, and the parking is really good. 
But most of all, the wine specialists 
and food vendors have worked hard 
to put together an incredible menu. I 
have purchased cases of wine that I 
would have never had the opportunity 
to taste and I did so while enjoying 
the winetasting, the food and the live 
music,” says Prebula.

Rouge is the premier wine and food 
festival held each October to raise 
funds that support Banners at McNeese 
programming. Banners at McNeese 
includes the annual cultural season, 
educational programming for area K-12 
students and collaborations with other 
organizations to support the arts and 
humanities in Southwest Louisiana.  

Mary Richardson served as the director 
of Banners, from its inception in 1992 
until her retirement in 2012, at which 
time Patricia Hardy Prudhomme became 
director. Both agree that volunteers, 
sponsors and patrons have made the 
program the success that it is today.

Daniel Ieyoub (‘56) has been a Banners 
volunteer from the very beginning. 
“As a graduate of McNeese, I will do 
anything to promote its programs. 
With Banners, I get to work with those 
who have the same interest in cultural 
activities as I do. I see friends of mine 
who are Banners patrons that I might 
not see anywhere else. My favorite 
saying is, ‘Every single day do something 
that makes your heart sing,’ and when I 
volunteer at a Banners event, my heart 
sings because of the happiness that 

Banners brings to people.”

The McNeese Banners program received 
the Outstanding Arts Organization Award 
for 2014 in recognition of more than two 
decades of delivering entertaining and 
unique arts and humanities programs to 
Southwest Louisiana.

Upon receiving the award, Prudhomme 
stated, “The tremendous backing of 
our volunteers, sponsors, Banners 
members and Rouge’s chefs and wine 
professionals has made this award 
possible. In appreciation of their 
support, we have scheduled country 
singer Larry Gatlin as our opening act 
for the 2016 season!”  

More information on Banners at 
McNeese and Rouge et Blanc can be 
found at www.banners.org. 

Rouge et Blanc 
– A Place for Good Wine, 
Good Food, Good Friends

Travel Around the World
McNeese alumni have the opportunity to pack their bags 
and cruise around the world to explore Greece and Northern 
Europe in 2016 via Oceania Cruises.

The Northern European cruise is June 13-24 and is $3,799 
per person double occupancy, while the Grecian cruise is 
Oct. 1-9 and costs $2,899 per person double occupancy.

Embark on an odyssey to Northern Europe, where beautiful 
medieval buildings reflect upon tranquil canals and 
quaint cobbled lanes lead to ornate cathedrals and regal 
monuments. Sail aboard the Marina and discover enchanting 

ports in London, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, 
Norway, Sweden and Copenhagen. 

Discover incredible ancient wonders and delightful, sun-
soaked islands on this Aegean adventure aboard the Riviera. 
From Istanbul to Athens, encounter stunning landscapes 
and historical treasures in Volos, Kusadasi, Patmos, Rhodes, 
Santorini and Mykonos. 

For more information, visit mcneesealumni.com/travel or 
contact GoNext at 1-800-842-9023 or sschaser@GoNext.com.

New Health Systems 
Management Degree Offered

McNeese is offering a new Bachelor of Science degree in health 
systems management designed in collaboration with Southeastern 
Louisiana University in Hammond.

“This new degree anticipates and answers the increasing need 
for more professionals in the business of health care,” said Dr. Amy 
Bufford, coordinator of the Health Systems Management program 
that is housed in the newly renamed College of Nursing and Health 
Professions at McNeese.

Three academic concentrations are also now available through 
the HSM program—health care management, health care quality 
improvement and care coordination.

“Health systems management professionals are prepared to 
understand current and future health care trends and issues, to 
develop, communicate and manage resources and solutions to 
challenges for health care systems, and to improve overall quality and 
outcomes of health care systems and services,” explained Bufford.  

According to Dr. Peggy Wolfe, dean of the College of Nursing 
and Health Professions, the college’s name change reflects this new 
dynamic in health care.

“Our nursing students are involved in the direct care of patients while 
our health systems management students will be involved in the indirect 
care of patients,” explained Wolfe. “Together, under the college’s new 
name and mission, students will learn to work together as a team to 
handle the changes of today’s evolving systems of health care.”

For more information about the HSM program, call 337-475-5820 
or email msunursing@mcneese.edu. 

2015 PayScale

College ROI Report
$

$$

Best Value Colleges for Engineering Majors
When choosing a major, it’s important to consider what suits you interests, what major provides a promising 
and lucrative career, and which schools offer the best investment for your educational dollars.

Rank School Name 
20 Year 
Net ROI

Total 4 
Year Cost 

Graduation 
Rate 

Typical Years
 to Graduate 

Average Loan 
Amount 

1 Rice University(Private) $1,168,400 $204,600 91% 4 Years $24,920

2 University of California - Berkeley(In-State) $1,103,100 $129,900 91% 4 Years $23,360

3 McNeese State University(In-State) $1,079,600 $63,400 38% 5 Years $18,760

4 McNeese State University(Out-of-State) $1,042,200 $100,800 38% 5 Years $18,760

5 Louisiana Tech University(In-State) $1,023,600 $69,400 49% 5 Years $19,840

6 University of California - Berkeley(Out-of-State) $1,011,600 $221,400 91% 4 Years $23,360

7
University of California - San Diego

(UCSD)(In-State)
$1,005,000 $118,000 86% 4 Years $22,440

8 Louisiana Tech University(Out-of-State) $989,500 $103,500 49% 5 Years $19,840

9 University of Southern California (USC)(Private) $967,500 $235,500 91% 4 Years $27,600

10
University of California - San Diego

(UCSD)(Out-of-State)
$913,500 $209,500 86% 4 Years $22,440

11 Stanford University(Private) $909,700 $233,300 96% 4 Years $29,880

12
University of Washington (UW)

 - Main Campus(In-State)
$903,800 $99,200 82% 4 Years $22,520

13
Louisiana State University and Agricultural

 & Mechanical College(In-State)
$900,300 $82,700 69% 5 Years $24,640

14 University of Houston (UH)(In-State) $887,700 $85,300 48% 5 Years $24,640

15 San Francisco State University (SFSU)(In-State) $876,600 $96,400 45% 5 Years $22,200

16
University of California - Santa Barbara

(UCSB)(In-State)
$874,900 $128,200 81% 4 Years $24,120

17 University of Maryland - College Park(In-State) $871,000 $92,000 84% 4 Years $29,000

18 Saint Cloud State University(In-State) $870,100 $72,900 48% 5 Years $29,680

19
University of Virginia (UVA) 

- Main Campus(In-State)
$865,100 $97,900 93% 4 Years $29,760

20 University of Texas (UT) - Austin(In-State) $862,700 $100,300 79% 4 Years $23,960

21 San Jose State University (SJSU)(In-State) $860,000 $93,000 48% 5 Years $20,960

22 University of Louisiana (UL) at Lafayette(In-State) $858,400 $64,600 45% 5 Years $19,880

23 University of Houston (UH)(Out-of-State) $855,900 $117,200 48% 5 Years $24,640

24 University of New Mexico (UNM)(In-State) $847,500 $75,500 48% 5 Years $21,200

25
Louisiana State University and Agricultural 

& Mechanical College(Out-of-State)
$843,300 $139,700 69% 5 Years $24,640

Engineering Program Ranks 
Third in Nation in ROI

McNeese’s College of Engineering ranks third among all public and 
private institutions in the nation with the greatest lifetime return on 
investment for its engineering majors, according to the 2015 College 
ROI Report by PayScale, Inc., the world’s leading provider of on-
demand compensation data and software.

McNeese graduates have a 20-year net ROI of $1,079,600, while 
Rice University ranked at the top with a lifetime ROI of $1,168,400 
followed by University of California –Berkeley at $1,103,100. 

“Success and recognition as an engineering professional have more 
to do with the program quality than the university name,” according to 
Dr. Nikos Kiritsis, dean of the college of engineering.

The McNeese program is nationally accredited by the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology, and faculty members work 
closely with area industry to ensure job preparation for students 
immediately after graduating.

“If you are looking for value, quality and a career in engineering, you 
should be looking at McNeese State University,” said Kiritsis.

For more information about an engineering career, call 337-475-5875.  

http://www.moas.eu


McNeese students, faculty and alumni 
experienced a special treat this year - thanks 
to Margaret Andrus Roberts, class of 1941. 

Margaret attended McNeese on the first 
day that classes opened to students in 1939. 
She was also the very first student to receive 
a McNeese diploma at the first graduation 
ceremony in 1941. 

“Miss Margaret is 93 years young and every 
year her love for McNeese continues to 
grow,” says Joyce Patterson, McNeese 
alumni director. 

Now living in The Woodlands, Texas, Roberts 
attended the 75th Anniversary Diamond 
Jubilee in the spring at the Stream Alumni 
Center, where over 1,000 alumni, faculty and 
staff, students and friends of the university 
gathered to celebrate. She was recognized 
by McNeese President Dr. Philip Williams, 
who presented her with a specially designed 
anniversary plaque.

In May - after recovering from a serious 
illness - she also insisted on returning home 
again to McNeese for the annual Golden 
Scholars Reunion processional at the 
spring commencement services. “When Dr. 
Williams announced her presence on the first 
row in Burton Coliseum, the crowd of more 
than 8,000 went wild! She proudly wears her 
blue and gold and her rooms are decorated 
with McNeese memorabilia,” says Patterson.  

Also attending graduation were members 
of her family. Her son, Dick Roberts (class of 
1972), and his wife, Becky Brown Roberts 
(class of 1973 and a McNeese Distinguished 

Alumnus), drove in from The Woodlands. Her 
youngest son, Mark A. Roberts Sr., came in 
from Birmingham, Ala., to be there to see his 
mother lead the graduates in the processional.

Her daughter-in-law Becky said that 
Margaret had been very ill and had lost a lot 
of weight, was confined to her bed and was 
not eating. “The future looked very bleak.” 

When Margaret received her invitation to 
the Golden Scholars Reunion she told her 
family members that she wanted to go. They 
then told her she would have to eat and to 
exercise in order to be strong enough to go. 
Her next words were, “Well, then, bring me 
something to eat right now!”  From there on, 
she worked hard to get healthy enough for 
the trip.  

“Margaret reminds us all of what it means 
to be a McNeese graduate and alumnus. 
She always speaks fondly of her time 
spent on campus and is always proud of 
how well McNeese is doing. She shares 
this pride with her children, who are also 
McNeese graduates, and she considers 
McNeese the best place to come home to,” 
says Patterson.

“Getting to lead the 2015 

graduates into Burton 

Coliseum was a HUGE thrill 

for me – and sitting on the 

front row -  WOW!  
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Greater Houston Chapter:  Roland (’73) and Janet (’72) Williams, left, visit with Dick (’72) and Becky (’73) Roberts at the Greater Houston Chapter crawfish 
boil. The chapter hosted a silent auction that helped raise money for McNeese scholarships for students from the Houston area.
Ag Alumni Chapter: David (’12) and Keri Thibodeaux enjoy crawfish with all the trimmings at the annual Ag Alumni Chapter crawfish boil held at the McNeese 
farm. More than 200 alumni and faculty attend the fun-filled event and raise money through both a silent and a live auction. 
Black Alumni Chapter: Members of the Black Alumni Chapter who attended the annual Christmas Social are left to right seated Shelia Handy (’83,’96), Novella 
Franklin (’91,’94), Carmen Williams (’93,’11) and Alicia Perryman (’05) and standing are Shawn Lewis (’86, ’01) and Kisha Guillory (’09, ’10).  

For more information about joining a chapter, call the McNeese Alumni Office at 337-475-5232.

Come Join The Fun And 

Show Your Cowboy Pride!Come Join The Fun And 

Show Your Cowboy Pride!
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Foundation Reaches 

Historic Milestone 
with Coach Rick Richard

When the McNeese Foundation Board 
voted in 2013 to increase the assets of 
the McNeese Foundation to $75 million 
by the conclusion of the university’s 
75th anniversary celebration, you could 
hear the air escaping the room – $17 
million in less than two years! During an 
economic downturn? This would require 
an exceptional campaign chairman. But 
who would be willing to take on such a 
demanding role?  

We could not 
have had a better 
chairman, friend 
and donor to lead 
the 75th Anniversary 
Capital Campaign.
Dr. Philip Williams, McNeese President 

There was only one person who came 
to mind. Someone who exemplifies 
success, integrity, spirit and charitable 
generosity – the man who would soon 
say, “Put Me in Coach!” – Oliver “Rick” 
Richard III.

This historic milestone was reached 
under the direction of Rick’s 
guidance. The 75 for 75 Anniversary 
Campaign raised over $17 million in 
private support funds to reach the 
university’s goal.

The former CEO and president of a 
$7 billion energy company and a friend 
of Warren Buffet, Rick is a graduate of 
both LSU’s Manship School of Mass 
Communication and Paul M. Hebert Law 
Center. He also has a Master of Laws 
degree from Georgetown University. 

You might wonder, “How could 
someone who is not a McNeese 
graduate lead a capital campaign for 
the university?” As Rick tells it, “He 
wasn’t lucky enough to graduate from 
McNeese, so he did the next best thing 
and married a McNeese graduate, 
Donna Guzman, class of 1973.”  

Another reason is because of the couple’s 
love for Southwest Louisiana and the 
role that McNeese State University plays 
in the educational, cultural and economic 
health of this region.

“Rick and Donna have taken an active 
role in the restoration and revitalization 
of downtown Lake Charles. Rick has 
also used his contacts to help bring new 
businesses into the region. We could 

not have had a better chairman, friend 
and donor to lead the 75th Anniversary 
Capital Campaign. I know that one of 
his favorite sayings is, ‘Always leave 
your campsite better than you found it,’ 
and that is certainly true of the legacy 
that he provided to both McNeese and 
Southwest Louisiana,” states Dr. Philip 
Williams, McNeese president. 

The couple, who leads by example, has 
funded several McNeese endowed 
scholarships and professorships in 
accounting, innovative engineering 
and nursing, as well as the sponsorship 
of several stately oak trees on the 
campus, according to Richard Reid, vice 
president for university advancement 
and executive vice president for the 
McNeese Foundation. 

Rick is chair of CleanFUEL USA and 
president of Empire of the Seed, an 
alternative motor fuel company based 
in Georgetown, Texas. He has served 
as an outstanding leader in civic and 
professional organizations through his 
service on a multitude of boards and 
organizations at the local, state and 
national levels. 

McNeese conferred an honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters degree to Rick at 
spring commencement in May for his 
contributions to both the campaign and 
to the university.

McNeese alumni April Stalnaker Morton and husband, Dr. 
Craig Morton (both in the class of 1999), are the busy parents 
of three daughters – Layla, 13, Alyssa, 12, and Ella, 8 - and 
active members in the community. Despite hectic schedules, 
both have chosen to give back their time, talents and treasures 
to McNeese – the place where their lives together first began.  

In 2010, April was elected to the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors, where she currently serves as secretary. 

“I love it! I have never been on a board before that has this 
much fun – I even look forward to the meetings. I think it is 
because everyone there wants to help McNeese. I am amazed 
at how there always seems to be someone ready to jump in and 
help, whether these are sponsors, alumni donors or volunteer 
workers. I enjoy the camaraderie, the fun and the way that we 
can see the impact that our work has on the students and the 
university,” states April.

This spring, Craig joined the board of directors of the 
McNeese Foundation. As a physician partner with Imperial 
Health Center for Orthopedics and the father of three active 
girls, his schedule is somewhat unpredictable. But he sets 
time aside to attend the Foundation meetings. 

“My first reaction as a new board member was my amazement 
at the amount of land, buildings and investments that the 
Foundation manages. It also came as a surprise to learn 

that the McNeese Foundation has more than 100 endowed 
professorships each supported by a $100,000 endowment 
and that over 400 scholarships will be awarded this year by 
the Foundation,” said Craig.  

“When Richard Reid, vice president for university 
advancement and executive vice president of the Foundation, 
gives his report to the board it is impressive to see how many 
people from various backgrounds have established new 
scholarships and endowments. Dr. Philip Williams, university 
president, updates the board on issues affecting McNeese and 
this helps us to be better advocates for the university. I loved 
the creativity of the board members and staff as they freely 
express their ideas. All in all, I find it exciting to be a part of 
something where you can see the positive impact that it will 
have on the future of many of our McNeese students,” he adds.

So they may be busy, but when it comes to McNeese, April 
and Craig make time to support McNeese. As graduates who 
benefited from their time on campus, these parents want to 
see their young girls have the same opportunities. 

It’s All
in the 
Family
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A new step-by-step resource guide to help local businesses 
and residents learn more about starting or expanding their 
businesses has been created by the Louisiana Small Business 
Development Center at McNeese, the Southwest Louisiana 
Entrepreneurial and Economic Development Center 
Business Incubator and Sasol.

During this period of economic growth and industrial 
development in Southwest Louisiana, local residents and 
small businesses have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
capture the benefits and experience their own growth.

Through this resource guide, small businesses can learn 
how to start a new business, grow an existing business and 
connect with companies that need their services. 

Workshops and other small business development trainings will 
also be offered monthly through the LSBDC at McNeese. For more information, contact 
Donna Little, LSBDC director, at 337-475-5529 or go to www.lsbdc.org. 

Southwest Louisiana Resource 
Guide Now Available

balfour.com/mcneese

Become
a Part
of the 

Tradition
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SLC Academic Performance Award
For the first time, McNeese was 
awarded the 2014-15 Southland 
Conference Academic Performance 
Award for posting the best results 
among league members on the 
NCAA Academic Progress Rate 
study covering 2010-14. The award is 
presented to the member institution 

with the highest score in a system that grades APR results in 
each sport over a four-year period.

Rodeo
McNeese captured the 
National Women’s All-
Around Championship and 
National Reserve Individual 
Championships in goat tying, 
tie down roping and team 
roping at the championship 
finals of the 67th College 
National Finals Rodeo in 
Casper, Wyo. 

Kirsten Smith, St. Francisville, 
won the women’s all-around 
championship as well as 
the individual reserved 
championship in goat tying. 
She also competed in the 
breakaway roping competition. 
Bobby Abernathy, Athens, Ala., 

is the individual reserved champion in tie down roping and 
Trace Porter, Leesville, is the individual reserved champion in 
team roping.

The McNeese women’s team also finished as Reserve 
National Champions in the team standings. Other members 
of the women’s team include McKenzie Cooper, DeQuincy, 
Lauren Hansen, Sulphur, and Paige Plush, Merryville.

Golf
The men’s golf team 
made history this 
season when the 
Cowboys were 
selected to play 
in their first-ever 
NCAA Division I 
Men’s Golf Regional. 
McNeese finished 
seventh at the 

Chapel Hill Regional at the University of North Carolina, 
beating out teams such as 19th-ranked North Carolina and 
No. 25 Wake Forest. The top five teams advanced to the 
NCAA championships.

Track Alumnus
Track alumnus Jarrett LeBlanc (class of 2012) became 
the first Louisiana native to run a sub-4 minute mile in 

Louisiana. In the spring, he made history by running a 
3:59.95 mile at the Cowboy Elite Mile event at the Cameron 
Communications Track & Field Complex at McNeese. 

Softball
Freshman softball player Erika Piancastelli produced one 

of the most outstanding rookie 
seasons in Cowgirl history. She 
became McNeese’s first softball 
All-American, was on the National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association’s Top 
10 Freshman of the Year Finalist 
list, was named the Louisiana Sports 
Writers Association Freshman 
of the Year and picked up the 
Southland Conference Player, Hitter 
and Freshman of the Year honors, 
becoming the first softball player 
in conference and school history to 

earn all three accolades in the same season.

Save the Date for the 43rd Annual
Alumni & Friends 
Homecoming Golf 

 Tournament
Fri., Oct. 23, 2015

11 a.m. Shotgun Start
Mallard Cove Golf Course
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Athletics Highlights

Before each home football game, McNeese alumni members can relax, have a good time 
with friends and family and show their Cowboy spirit at the tailgate party. 

The Alumni Association encourages you to be a Rowdy Card member that serves as your 
entry into the McNeese Alumni/Petrochem pregame tailgate parties at the Robert Noland 
Pavilion in the Alumni Grove. 

To find out more about the Rowdy Card, contact the alumni office at 337-475-5232.

Alumni 
Tailgate
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Stay Connected to McNeese
Got married?  Moved?  Had a baby?  Changed jobs or 

emails?  Keep us up-to-date so we can keep you informed.

Update your information at
McNeeseAlumni.com/Update

Keep your record current,
so we can keep you current.

Stay Connected to McNeese

Got married? Moved? Had a baby? Changed jobs or emails? Keep us 
up-to-date so we can keep you informed.

Update your information at 
McNeeseAlumni.com/Update

Keep your record current
        so we can keep you current.

McNeese Alumni Association
Box 90775
Lake Charles, LA 70609

Name 
Address, Address
Address, Address

2015
Sept. 5 McNeese/LSU Pregame Party

Sept. 12 Tailgate Party* - McNeese vs. Incarnate Word

Sept. 26 Tailgate Party* - McNeese vs. Miss. College

Oct. 9 Distinguished Alumni Awards

Oct. 10 Tailgate Party* - McNeese vs. Southeastern La.

Oct. 14 Grad Fest

Oct. 17-24
Homecoming Week – see inside calendar
Tailgate Party* - McNeese vs. Northwestern State

Nov. 7 Tailgate Party* - McNeese vs. Sam Houston State

Nov. 19 Donors Holiday Bookstore Sale

Nov. 21 Tailgate Party* - McNeese vs. Lamar

Dec. 5 BAC Christmas Social and Fundraiser

Dec. 12 Commencement

2016
March 2 Grad Fest

March 14-16
Alumni Association Undergraduate Scholar 
and Research Symposium

April 17 Alumni Crawfish Boil

May 13-14 Golden Scholars Reunion Weekend

*Home Tailgates are open to Alumni Rowdy Card Holders and PetroChem members.

DATES TO REMEMBER


