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Dr. Philip C. Williams was named as 
McNeese State University’s sixth president 
this spring by the Board of  Supervisors for 
the University of  Louisiana System. He 
replaced the retiring Dr. Robert Hebert 
and began his new job on July 1.

Williams holds a doctorate in health 
policy and administration, a master’s 
degree in public health and a Bachelor of  
Arts in history, all from the University of  
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He also 
earned a Juris Doctor from Columbia 
University School of  Law in New York 
City and was an Association of  Schools 
of  Public Health Fellow at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

Prior to his selection, Williams 
served as president of  the University of  
Montevallo (Alabama) since 2006. While 
there, he served as a member of  the 
Alabama Governor’s Advisory Group 
on China, based upon his extensive work 
as an instructor to Chinese health care 
executives in Beijing, and as a member 
of  the Board of  Directors of  the Japan-
American Society of  Alabama. In 2008 
he was elected to serve a two-year term 
as Alabama’s state representative to the 
American Association of  State Colleges 
and Universities.

His previous service includes vice 
president for academic affairs and dean 
at Methodist College in Fayetteville, 
N.C., assistant vic president for academic 
affairs and assistant professor of  business 
administration at Gardner-Webb 
University in Boiling Springs, N.C. He 
also served as corporate legal counsel for 
Sea World Inc. and its parent company, 
Harcourt Brace Jovanaovich Inc.

He has published children’s stories, 
along with adult mysteries and non-
fiction works, with his wife, Sandra. They 
have a 20-year-old son, Grant, and a 

Chihuahua named Zorro. The family will 
reside in the President’s Home on Ryan 
Street in Lake Charles.

Joyce Patterson, director of  alumni 
affairs, sat down with Dr. Williams for this 
interview the day before he took office.

Joyce:	 Now that you have had a chance 
to visit the area several times, what 
are your thoughts about McNeese and 
Southwest Louisiana?

Dr.	Williams: The two words that stand 
out in my mind are “potential” and 
“opportunity.” McNeese offers so much 
potential and so many opportunities to 
the people of  Southwest Louisiana. Take 
for example the new SEED (Southwest 
Louisiana Entrepreneurial and Economic 
Development) program of  which McNeese 
is a part. In this time of  economic 
hardship and uncertainty, to have a project 
like this, that has the ability to change 
the future in ways we cannot even as yet 
imagine, is tremendous. The university 
has joined with other governmental 
agencies, which will enable us to leverage 
our academic program resources 
to make this economic incubator a 
success. This is an example of  what 
can be accomplished when groups join 
together with a common goal and that 
speaks well for Southwest Louisiana. 
I feel that this part of  the state has 
so much to offer with its wetlands, 
energy resources, gaming industry, 
tourism and the wonderful Cajun and 
ethnic influences. I see McNeese as 
the heart of  the five-parish area in a 
manner that is unique. I came from the 
Birmingham area where we have more 
than five universities that competed for 
resources in that one metropolitan area. 
In addition, we had the University of  
Alabama that was one hour to the west 
and Auburn University that was an 
hour and a half  to the east. McNeese 
plays a pivotal role in this region and 

has a great amount of  influence in the 
quality of  life for this area.

Joyce:		How does it feel to follow in the 
footsteps of  a president who has served for 
the past 24 years?

Dr.	Williams:	My strong impression is 
that Dr. Hebert has done an outstanding 
job. I have inherited a legacy of  
solid financial stewardship, academic 
excellence, exciting cultural and athletic 
opportunities, sustainable growth and 
unlimited potential. Our student body is 
diverse – hailing from a wide variety of  
geographical regions, ethnicities, religions, 
philosophies and points of  view. This 
came about from the hard work of  many 
who love this university. Dr. Hebert 
has put together a strong and capable 
team and he has graciously accepted my 
request to be available on an informal 
basis whenever questions might arise 
where his experience would be especially 
valuable. The SEED project that I 
mentioned earlier is just one example of  
a program that was started by Dr. Hebert 
and one from which we will all benefit. 

New President Sees McNeese as 
the Heart of  Southwest Louisiana

Dr.	Philip	C.	Williams	has	been	named	as	McNeese	
State	University’s	sixth	president.

continued	on	page	4
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Homecoming 2010
“Riding into a New Era”

Saturday, Oct. 23
31st annual Ladies Champagne Bingo. This year’s 

theme is “Casino Royale” and tickets must be purchased in advance.

Tuesday, Oct. 26 
Past Presidents Reception. Reception held honoring Past 

Presidents of  the MSU Alumni Association and their spouses. Held 
at the University President’s home, by invitation only.

Thursday, Oct. 28
Homecoming Parade, Pep Rally and Fireworks 

Display in Cowboy Stadium. Fireworks are sponsored by the 
McNeese Alumni Association. Activities begin at 7 p.m.

McNeese Outriders (retired MSU faculty and staff) to view 
parade from reserved stands. Contact Marianne White at (337) 475-4107

Cowgirl Kicker’s 30th year reunion. Plans include the 
Parade, Pep Rally and Saturday’s game. For information go online 
to www.mcneese.edu/kickers.

Friday, Oct. 29
Alumni and Friends Golf Tournament. Four-man 

scramble at Mallard Cove. Four-man scramble with noon shotgun start. 

Saturday, Oct. 30 
Pre-game activities in the Alumni Grove from 4:30 – 6:30 

p.m. Music by “City Heat.” Must have Rowdy Card to enter Grove.
MSU Cowboys vs. Nicholls State Colonels. 

Game starts at 7 p.m.

For more information on Homecoming events or activities, contact 
the MSU Alumni Office at (337) 475-5232 or jadams@mcneese.edu.

Houston Chapter 

Champagne Bingo

Alumni Annual
Crawfish Boil 

Pre-Game

Capital	 One	 Bank	 recently	 donated	 $5,000	 to	 the	 McNeese	 Alumni	
Association	to	help	sponsor	the	annual	alumni	crawfish	boil.	From	left:	Stephanie	
Clark,	assistant	director	of 	alumni	affairs,	accepts	 the	donation	from	Capital	
One	Bank	representatives	Greg	Webb,	Lake	Charles	area	president,	and	Blake	
McCaskill,	vice	president.
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The McNeese Alumni Association will present its two most 
prestigious awards during halftime ceremonies at the McNeese vs. 
Texas State football game Nov 13.

Grant T. Cardone, an international sales expert, 
motivational speaker and a New York Times and Wall Street 

Journal Best Selling 
Author, is the recipient of  
the 2010 McNeese Alumni 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Award. This is the 
highest award presented 
by the association and 
it recognizes graduates 
who have distinguished 
themselves in their chosen 
field of  endeavor on a 
national or international 
level. He received his 
accounting degree from 
McNeese in 1981.

With more than two 
decades of  research, 

Cardone has developed a unique, common sense approach 
to sales that is practical and solution-oriented. He is a regular 
contributor on Fox News and an established writer for Business 
Week and The Huffington Post. Cardone’s work has also been 
covered by CNBC, CNN, the Wall Street Journal and over 700 
radio shows nationwide. He was recently featured in June on 
Joan River’s Show, “How Did You Get So Rich,” on TV Land 
channel. 

Cardone, who lives in Los Angeles, Calif., has authored three 
books, has traveled the world presenting seminars, created three 
multimillion-dollar companies and is working on a virtual training 
site that is revolutionizing how organizations train, motivate and 
educate their people.

His most recent book, “If  You’re Not First You’re Last,” 
premiered at No. 8 on the New York Best Seller List and No. 3 on 
the Wall Street Journal Best Seller List this summer. 

Roy M. Raftery, president and CEO of  Cameron State 
Bank, has been named recipient of  the 2010 McNeese Alumni 
Association Distinguished Service Award, which recognizes an 
alumnus who has given years of  personal and professional service 
to the alumni association and to the university.

Raftery, who lives in Lake Charles, earned his bachelor’s 

degree in business administration in 1965 at McNeese. In 1973, 
he earned a degree from the University of  Wisconsin School of  
Banking in bank operations.

He began his banking career in 1965 with First National 
Bank of  Lake Charles, rising to the position of  executive vice 
president. In 1992, he 
became president and 
CEO and director of  
Cameron State Bank and 
Cameron Bancshares Inc. 
In 1999, he also became 
CEO and director of  
Mallard Investments, a 
full-service brokerage firm, 
a wholly owned subsidiary 
of  Cameron State Bank. 
In 2007, he received the 
Philanthropist Award from 
Family Foundation SWLA 
and earlier this year he was 
honored by the Louisiana 
Bankers Association for 45 
years of  service to the banking industry. 

As president of  Cameron State Bank, Raftery has been 
instrumental in garnering support for a variety of  McNeese 
programs, departments and  the university’s general endowment 
fund. Cameron State Bank is a McNeese alumni corporate 
sponsor and Raftery is an alumni diamond club member The 
bank has also supported Denim and Diamonds, Cowboy Night, 
Golden Saddle, purchased seating for the women’s softball field 
and has supported numerous other athletic programs.  In 1999 
he was named to the McNeese Athletic Hall of  Honor for his 
contributions to McNeese State athletics.

Under Raftery’s leadership, the Cameron State Bank banking 
center on McNeese Street was completely remodeled to resemble a 
MSU field house. Colors are blue and gold throughout the building, 
with large murals of  former McNeese athletes. The bank has also 
recently become the 2010 sponsor for the McNeese cheerleaders. 

The bank has pledged $1 million for the football stadium 
scoreboard and stadium signage and purchased the $1.9 million 
bond issue for the completion of  the project. Cameron State 
Bank has also purchased the $6 million bond issue for the new 
field house that is currently under construction.

Distinguished Alumni To Receive Prestigious Awards

2010-2011 Sponsors:

Grant	T.	Cardone Roy	M.	Raftery

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Cameron State Bank
Capital One Bank
First Federal Bank of  Louisiana
Jeff  Davis Bank & Trust Co
L’Auberge du Lac Casino Resort
Lake Charles Coca-Cola
Lake Charles Rubber & Gasket Co.
Lake Charles Toyota
McNeese Bookstore and Connection
McNeese Federal Credit Union

Meyer & Associates, Inc.
Partners in Physical Therapy – Freddie Ann Regan
Sanders Pediatric Dentistry
Wendy’s

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS
Gordon’s Drug Store 
MidSouth Bank
McElroy, Quirk & Burch (APC) 
Powell Timber 
Scalisi, Myers & White (APC) 
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Joyce:		How would you describe your 
leadership style?

Dr.	Williams:	As a new president, I come 
into office without any preconceived 
agenda. The president of  Auburn once 
said, “Hit the ground listening,” and I 
think that is excellent advice. I like to 
take full advantage of  the brainpower 
available as this university has many 
intelligent, creative people. I enjoy saying 
yes to preliminary ideas, allowing time for 
them to germinate, and then watching 
them run to see where they go, as many 
times they will open doors to exciting 
opportunities that you did not expect. 
One of  the most rewarding things about 
being at a university is that so much 
creativity is always blossoming. I tend to 
be more of  a right brain person, so I make 
sure to surround myself  with the left brain 
people who can make sure that schedules are met, budgets are in 
line and things get done. I guess one way to describe my style is that 
I think of  myself  as the fellow at Churchill Downs for the running 
of  the Kentucky Derby.  He’s the person who flips the switch and 
lets the horses run. I’m not the jockey or the trainer. So I believe 
that it is very important to let great minds think, let great creators 
create and find the resources to give those processes the greatest 
degree of  “running room” possible. I believe I am stepping into a 
place where the hard foundation work for that type of  environment 
is already well underway. If  you were to look at the spokes on a 
wheel you can imagine the president as the hub.  The hub is not 
more important than the spokes, nor is he more important than the 
rim or the tread. No one part of  the wheel is more important than 
another and together they all support the movement of  the vehicle. 
But the president’s job is vital because the president’s office is the 
one area connected to all of  the spokes. I believe that together 
we all move farther when the president listens to the information 
coming in from all directions and allows ideas to bounce off  one 
another.  

Joyce:		You have received a number of  degrees in history, public 
health and law, yet you ended up in higher education. How did 
this happen?

Dr.	Williams:	My background is eclectic – business world, 
legal world and academia. I think that through this I gained 
an appreciation for a broad scope of  disciplines and research 
methods.  And I have come to learn and appreciate how 
important education is to our community. I entered the 
educational field through a mentor, Dr. Gil Blackburn, who just 
retired as a senior vice chancellor and provost at the University 
of  Virginia’s College at Wise. He is a man of  great integrity and 
he taught me much about academic administration. I have found 
that a college campus is the only place I know of  where you are 
surrounded by constant intellectual energy, creativity and new 
ideas. I love being around the students, faculty, staff  and alumni.     

Joyce:	You seem to be somewhat of  a Renaissance Man. Did 
your family play a role in your interest in so many different fields?

Dr.	Williams:	Yes, I am sure that they 
did. My father was an Episcopal priest 
and also a graduate of  the University 
of  Virginia law school. My mother was 
an emergency room nurse. I have a 
brother who teaches medicine at UVA 
in Charlottesville, another brother is 
a pharmacy tech at the UNC Medical 
Center in Chapel Hill and I have a 
sister who has been in banking and real 
estate and still enjoys taking college 
courses to this day.

When asked what is the best decision 
the he has ever made, Williams was quick 
to respond that it was marrying his wife, 
Sandra. He said that she is his sounding 
board and he has learned to respect her 
judgment. Sandra’s degree is in journalism 
and they met while both were employed at 

Sea World in San Diego, Calif. Together, they plan to be involved 
in the community and in their local church. Their son, Grant, 
who will be attending McNeese as a junior this year, is majoring in 
computer science. More about Dr. Williams can be found on his 
Web page, www.mcneese.edu/administration/president.

Grant,	Dr.	Williams,	Sandra	and	the	family	pet	,	Zorro.

continued	from	page	1

Please Save This Date

Sunday, November 14, 2010

Presidential Investiture of

Dr. Philip C. Williams
as the sixth President of 

McNeese State University 
Two O’clock in the afternoon

 on the McNeese campus in the 
Historic Francis G. Bulber Auditorium

Reception to Follow
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The McNeese State University budget sustained 
$4.2 million in mid-year cuts during the past fiscal 
year, and in recognition of  this, the MSU Alumni 
Association Board of  Directors recently voted to 
fund a Faculty Development Grant in order to help 
academic departments struggling with these cuts, 
according to Pat Hay, alumni president.

“The university has severely limited hiring, has 
significantly reduced travel and supply budgets, 
has increased class sizes and continues to look 
at cost cutting measures that will not impact the 
quality of  campus instruction,” Hay said. “The 
alumni board allocated $30,000 for this grant to 
keep our outstanding faculty here and to ensure 
the quality of  instruction at McNeese continues 
for our students.”

The Faculty Development Grant supports 
innovative research and scholarly activity. 

Fifteen faculty members submitted abstracts 
totaling $51,910 and 11 projects were approved 
for funding.  

One of  the projects supports further 
development and testing of  a novel device for 
studying mosquito semiochemicals, which may 
lead to better repellents.  

Another faculty research project deals with 
maximizing the breeding of  swine. This project 
would develop a protocol that would enable swine 
producers to “rescue” pregnancy without hormone 
supplementation.

Dr. Stanley Klementson’s project involves 
building a multi-disciplinary research team to work 
on wetlands restoration, geotechnical engineering, 
modeling, sediment transport and deposition, 
erosion control, surface and groundwater 
protection, salt water barriers, flood control and 
habitat protection.

“These projects were diverse and dealt with issues 
such as psychiatric and mental health, the search for 
new antibiotics, a study of  metals trapped on Bayou 
D’inde sediments, the recording of  the songs of  the 
late MSU professor and composer Keith Gates and 
much more,” said Hay. 

“The work our faculty members perform 
in these areas supports the quality of  life in 
Southwest Louisiana and has the potential to have 
an impact on a much larger level,” added Hay. 
“Our graduates - who have donated to the alumni 
annual fund - have made this grant possible, 
which in turn allows McNeese to attract and keep 
outstanding faculty.”  

Faculty Development 
Grant Allocated by 
Alumni Association

The Faculty Colloquia Series, co-sponsored by the McNeese Alumni 
Association and the Write to Excellence Center, features a different faculty 
member each month. These faculty present their scholarly work to an 
audience of students, faculty and members from the community. 

The presentations are held from 2-3 p.m. on Thursdays in the Stream 
Alumni Center, unless otherwise noted, and are free to the public.

Dates, presenters and topics for the 2010-2011 series are:
Sept. 16  - Michael T. Smith, assistant professor of history, “P.B.S. 

Pinchback, Masculinity and Race During Reconstruction.” In 1872, Pinchback 
was the first person of African American descent to become governor of 
a U.S. state. The presentation will focus on how the 19th century attitudes 
toward gender, as well as race, shaped the political career of Pinchback.  

Oct. 21 (Business Conference Center) – Dr. Susie Cox, assistant professor 
of management, “Coping with Workplace Offenses.” When workplace 
offenses occur, offended individuals may be motivated to use forgiveness 
as a means of coping. Research shows that individuals are motivated 
differently to forgive and this results in differing outcomes. 

Nov. 18 - Jessica Hutchings, head reference librarian at Frazar Memorial 
Library, “Information Literacy and Why It Matters.” Academic libraries 
now offer specific user information skills necessary for research. This 
presentation will deal with the information literacy skills that are essential 
for ensuring a rich and successful academic experience. 

Jan. 27 (Parra Ballroom) - Deborah Holder, assistant professor of nursing, 
“R-E-S-P-E-C-T/Sock It to Me! Sock It to Me!” There has been an increase in 
the lack of civility in the teaching environment. This presentation points out 
the importance of faculty giving respect to adult learners as a means for 
preventing and managing incivility. 

Feb. 17 – Dr. Zhuang  “John” Li, assistant professor of engineering, 
“Architectural Acoustics and Music.” He will discuss the acoustics of music 
halls and opera houses from both a historical and engineering viewpoint 
and how to qualitatively evaluate architectural acoustics.

March 17 - Dr. Chip LeMieux, associate professor and head of the Harold 
and Pearl Dripps Department of Agricultural Sciences, “Growing United.” He 
discusses dealing with the challenges facing today’s agricultural industry 
and how it will continue to thrive and meet the needs of an increasing 
population. Topics will include food safety, security, animal well being and 
local and industrial production. 

April 14 - Dr. Dan Norris, assistant professor of educational leadership 
and instructional technology, “Education E-formation: The School’s Role 
in the Age of the Independent Learner.”   This presentation reveals the 
technological and political undercurrents that are driving revolutionary 
change in education administration and is intended to help extract 
administrators from the quagmire caused by public apathy, political 
partisanship and misguided mandates. 

Faculty Colloquia Series Set

Dr.	Ning	Zhang,	assistant	professor	of 	mechanical	engineering,	was	one	of 	the	presenters	
at	last	year’s	Faculty	Colloquia	Series.
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McNeese State University has taken a 
leading role in protecting, restoring and 
rebuilding the wetlands that comprise the 
Louisiana coastline. Over the past 50 years 
Louisiana has lost more than 1,500 square 
miles of  coastal land and this erosion is 
rapidly increasing. Today, Louisiana’s 
wetlands are not only threatened by tidal 
action and hurricanes, but are also now 
facing an even bigger challenge from 
the British Petroleum oil spill that has 
unleashed over 184 million barrels of  oil 
into the Gulf  of  Mexico.  

The university’s involvement with 
coastal erosion began with the creation 
of  the Louisiana Environmental Research 
Center at McNeese in 1990.  

Several current research projects by 
McNeese faculty, and even an oil research 
task force recently formed in response to 
the BP incident, are under the auspices 
of  LERC, according to Janet Woolman, 
McNeese’s director of  research services 
and LERC.  

Woolman said faculty are trying to 
answer the following questions:

When and where will the BP oil 
spill reach Southwest Louisiana? 
Dr. Ning Zhang, assistant professor 
of  mechanical engineering, has been 
conducting a study for the Port of  Lake 
Charles to identify the sources of  shoal 
material at the bottom of  the Calcasieu 
Ship Channel. His simulation models 
on the movement of  sediment can be 
used to help predict the effects of  oil 
contamination on the coastline and to 
tell when and where it might arrive. 
The data that the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration uses to 
determine the movement of  the oil is very 
broad based. 

“Zhang can focus his model on narrowly 
defined geographical areas with impacts 
such as tide, wind and particle composition 
used to predict when the oil will arrive on 
our shores,” said Woolman. “This allows 
us to initiate the necessary protocol that is 
needed to enable the U.S. Coast Guard to 
begin its staging and containment efforts 
much further in advance than they are 
currently able to do.”

Why should I be interested in 
Louisiana’s marshes? Woolman said 
native plants, such as marsh grass, are this 
area’s natural barrier to protect inland 
areas from storm surges and overflow. 
They also play a critical role in nature’s 
food chain – the grass attracts a certain 
type of  insect, which in turn attracts 
the birds as they fly through on their 
migratory route. 

“Without a healthy marsh system with 
grasses that sustain and hold the sediment 
that provide a hurricane buffer to our 
area, we would be greatly at risk to severe 
inland flooding and the continued loss of  
our wetlands,” she explained.         

Woolman said McNeese has been 
conducting a study of  the use of  diatoms 
(a group of  algae) as a way to strengthen 
and enhance sediment, which would 
promote growth of  these native grasses. 
She said if  these diatoms can be used to 
alter the structure of  the soil so that it 
becomes more cohesive, then the marsh 
grasses become more resilient.  

Various types of  grasses are planted at 
the McNeese farm with different variables 
introduced and studied in order to help 
determine best management practices for 
Louisiana native grasses. In addition to 
marsh grass, McNeese is studying soybean 
and other grasses to enhance commercial 
production and use as feed for cattle.

What do alligators have to do 
with my personal health?  The 
Louisiana-Texas Chenier Plain is the 
natural habitat of  the American alligator. 
Dr. Mark Merchant, associate professor of  
biochemistry, is performing cutting-edge 
biomedical research that focuses on the use 
of  crocodilian proteins in the eradication 
of  diseases such as cancer and HIV. 

“He took note that alligators are very 
combative and are known to tear limbs 
from one another,” said Woolman. “Even 
though alligators live in a bacterial laden 
environment, something in their immune 
system allows them to heal quickly and 
remain healthy. Merchant studies their 
immune system and specific peptides 
and is hopeful that these alligator studies 
will represent an entirely new structural 

class of  antimicrobial peptides that will 
lead to the development of  a new class of  
antibiotics.”

  Internationally recognized for his 
work with alligators, Merchant has been 
featured on The Discovery Channel, 
National Geographic and BBC. His study 
of  alligators has taken him to Australia, 
Brazil, France, Cambodia, Gabon Africa 
and other exotic countries. He now hopes 
to obtain funding to determine what 
effect this oil spill will have on the reptile’s 
immune system.

Do I really need to know what 
Phytoremediation means? This term 
describes the treatment of  environmental 
problems through the use of  plants, 
which mitigate the environmental 
problem without the need to excavate 
the contaminant material and dispose 
of  it elsewhere, according to Woolman. 
“Cordgrass is a plant native to Southwest 
Louisiana that is particularly well adapted 
to our marshes, as it has an extensive root 
system that makes it resistant to high winds 
and adverse weather conditions. McNeese 
researchers are working on genetic 
modifications to increase tolerance and 
enhance production, making these plants 
more useful in coastal restoration projects.  
The water and soils contain both natural 
and manmade contaminants and these 
studies hope to find a way to maintain a 
healthy marsh system.”

The McNeese Office of  Research 
Services works with local, state and national 
agencies such as the National Resource 
Conservation Services, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, Corps 
of  Engineers, Chenier Plain Conservancy, 
Office of  Emergency Preparedness and the 
Port of  Lake Charles to address the issue of  
coastal erosion. 

“We are excited by the amount of  
research that McNeese is undertaking, 
much of  which will improve the quality of  
life for our community. I would also like 
to thank our alumni, who have helped to 
fund student and faculty research projects 
that have evolved into major research 
initiatives,” said Woolman. 

LERC Helps to Protect, Restore, 
Rebuild Louisiana’s Wetlands

Louisiana Environmental Research Center
at McNeese State University

LERC logo.blk.white

LERC logo.gryscale

LERC logo.cmyk
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Endowed Cultural Programs Provide Benefits 
When talking or hearing about the McNeese Foundation, you immediately think 

about scholarships and planned giving. However, several alumni and friends of the 

university have found unique ways to support the university. They have worked with 

the McNeese Foundation to endow special programs, such as lecture and exhibition 

series, that bring renowned artists to the campus to perform and conduct workshops 

for students and the community.

One of the McNeese Foundation’s first donors to take advantage of this program 

was William Conover, who established an endowment honoring his mother’s 

dedication to theatre.  The Margaret Streater Conover Theatre Series funded its first 

production in 1990 of Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie. Since that time other 

productions have included Tony Kushner’s The Illusion and Angels in America. 

The Wade Wolfe Artist Exhibition Series brings in such noted artists as sculptor 

Alison Saar, whose work has been displayed in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 

Whitney Museum of American Art and the Hirschhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden.

The Leo Luke Marcello Poetry Series was established in honor of the late Dr. 

Marcello, who taught poetry at McNeese for almost 20 years. The community has 

enjoyed poetry readings by Pulitzer Prize winner W.D. Snodgrass and Darrel Bourque, 

Louisiana Poet Laureate.

The Delores and Tommy Tuminello Lecture Series funds workshops conducted 

by professors from universities across the country. This endowment has enabled 

McNeese to bring in a wide array of artists such as Jack Troy (ceramics), Lorna Simpson 

(photography), Susan Hauptman (drawing), Rudy Pozzati (printmaking), Dottie Attie 

(painting), Lynda Benglis (sculpture) and Danny Harries (illustrator).

The McLeod Lecture Series and the Southwest Louisiana Legislative Archives, 

established in Frazar Memorial Library, honors the late Sen. William L. ‘Bill” McLeod Jr. 

Each year the series focuses on timely and historical aspects of Louisiana politics and 

efforts to promote a climate of good government. This series is a part of the McNeese 

Banners Cultural Program and airs on Louisiana Public Broadcasting.

Debi and Bill Mixon have endowed a visual arts lecture series that has brought 

in Karyn Murphy, an independent curator from New Orleans, who lectured on the 

history of ceramics in Asia, and Dr. Scott Meyer, a professor of art at the University of 

Montevallo in Montevallo, Ala., who presented a ceramics workshop.

The Ada B. Vincent Creative Writers Series has featured such distinguished writers 

as poet Susan Ludvigson and authors Antonya Nelson and Robert Olen Butler, while 

the Frank Granger Poetry Series has brought to campus such notable poets as Dr. 

John Wood and Ellen Bryant Voigt.

The most recently established series is the Joe and Lydia Cash Endowed Lecture in 
Literature and Culture. Cash retired after teaching 48 years, 38 of those at McNeese, 

where he chaired the MSU Department of English and Foreign Languages for 23 years. 

The first speaker for this fall series will be Peter Barta, program chair of comparative 

literature and cultural studies at the University of Surrey in the United Kingdom. 

“McNeese is fortunate to have the opportunity to bring such renowned artists and 

speakers to our campus and our community thanks to the generosity of our donors,” 

said Richard Reid, vice president of development and public affairs and executive vice 

president of the McNeese Foundation.

For more information about establishing an endowed series, contact the McNeese 

Office of Development at (337) 475-5588.
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Champagne Bingo Cowboy Camp

Alumni and Friends Golf  Tournament

Annual Meeting/Crawfish Boil

Jeff  Davis Roundup

COB Wine and Cheese

Mavericks LuauMavericks LuauAnnual Meeting/Crawfish Boil

Ag Chapter Crawfish Boil

Houston Chapter

Champagne Bingo
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Alumni and Friends Golf  Tournament Golden Scholars Reception

Annual Meeting/Crawfish Boil

Research Awards Pre-game Fun

Pre-game Fun

Pre-game Fun

ColloquiaCOB Wine and CheeseCOB Wine and Cheese

Mavericks Luau Past President’s Reception

Spring Graduation

Jeff  Davis Roundup
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Professor Passionate About Teaching
When Dr. William H. Dees talks about students, it is evident that he is 

passionate about teaching. According to Dees, he believes that teaching should 
“reflect a practical, real-world perspective, strengthened by a foundation in all 
aspects of  the academic world.” 

This passion for teaching earned him the 2010 Distinguished Faculty Award 
for Excellence in Teaching from the McNeese Alumni Association.

Since students are the most important people in any school, he advocates 
their search for self-knowledge. He considers that producing intelligent, 
informed citizens who can live, serve and have a positive influence on today’s 
society his greatest joy and his greatest challenge.

Dees said he strives daily to expose students to real-world issues in order to 
help them understand the intricacies of  a complex society. “I involve them in 
programs that stress professional and intellectual challenges, while introducing 
them to the rigorous requirements faced by those in today’s workforce,” he 
explained. “Research projects and community involvement are a way of  
providing students experiences that can help them in choosing their career 
paths, working with prospective employers and providing them with future 
educational opportunities.”

His approach to teaching involves a strong exposure through immersion and 
engagement. To make this happen he developed a course where students work 
with medical residents from the Louisiana State University Health Sciences 

Center Family Medicine Residency Program at Lake Charles Memorial Hospital. He recently developed a formal extracurricular 
program that allows students to “shadow” physicians at LCMH for 8-10 hours per week.  

In working with students Dees believes that coaching and empowerment methods should be used to nurture their educational 
experiences. His motto is “Not to show them what to do, but to guide them to make their own decision in what to do.” An example is 
how competitive his students have been in receiving medical research internships at the Uniformed Services University of  the Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, Md. 

Dees received his Bachelor of  Science degree in biology from The Citadel, his Master of  Science degree in entomology from 
Clemson University and his doctorate in ecological sciences from Old Dominion University. He began teaching in the McNeese 
Department of  Biology and Health Sciences in 2001. During this time, he has authored or co-authored over 100 presentations, over 70 
of  these with students. He has also taken part in obtaining over $2.3 million in grants and educational projects for the university.  

 “I have had the pleasure of  working with Bill in connection with our Alumni Undergraduate Scholar research program and he 
always gives more than 100 percent. Our students respect him and I cannot think of  anyone more deserving of  the Distinguished 
Faculty Award for Excellence in Teaching,” stated Joyce Patterson, director of  alumni affairs. 

Dees summed it up himself  when he said, “McNeese State University is in the business of  changing students’ lives for the better in 
ways that they cannot know. With this change comes a sense of  growth and maturity on the part of  the student. My job is to support 
and be with students as they question and explore their world as well as to inspire them to plan and set goals for themselves. My duty is 
not for the moment, but to forever serve as a resource for student learning even long after a student graduates.” 

Pat	Hay,	left,	president	of 	the	McNeese	Alumni	Association’s	
Board	of 	Directors,	presents	the	2010	Distinguished	Faculty	
Award	 for	Excellence	 in	Teaching	 to	Dr.	William	H.	Dees,	
associate	professor	of 	biological	science.

 Alumni Chapter Wrap-up
AG CHAPTER - As a 

member of the Agricultural 
Sciences Alumni Chapter, 
you will receive the annual 
Ag Newsletter, an invitation 
to the Ag Alumni tailgate 
parties and an invitation 
to the Annual Ag Alumni 
crawfish boil held in May. 
For more information on the 
chapter, including how to 
join, contact Chip LeMieux, 
head of the Harold and Pearl 
Dripps Agricultural Sciences 
Department, at clemieux@
mcneese.edu or visit www.
mcneesealumni.com/
Agchapter.  

COB CHAPTER - The College 
of Business Alumni Chapter 
gathers for several social 
events each year, such as the 
annual wine and cheese social 
and various tailgate events. 
The chapter also helps with 
the COB mentorship program. 
For more information or to 
join, contact Caroline McKim 
at caroline@jlawton.cc or visit 
www.mcneesealumni.com/
COBchapter.  

HOUSTON CHAPTER - The 
Greater Houston Chapter 
provides a setting for people 
with a common interest in 
McNeese to socialize and 
network professionally. 
Chapter members get together 
approximately three times 
a year for a crawfish boil, 
football game watch party 
and holiday party. If you 
are interested in joining or 
would like more information, 
contact Tammy Sonnier at 
mcneesehoustonalumni@
yahoo.com or visit www.
mcneesealumni.com/
Houstonchapter.  

AA CHAPTER – Alumni 
in the Lake Charles area 
are interested in forming a 
McNeese African-American 
Alumni Chapter similar 
to those found on other 
universities throughout 
the state. The chapter can 
serve as a communication 
link between African-
American alumni, current 
African-American students, 
and faculty and staff of 
the university. Anyone 
interested in joining should 
contact the MSU Alumni 
Office at (337) 475-5232.
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The Gift That Gives Back 
(It’s Better to Give AND Receive)

Local businesses have joined with the McNeese Alumni Association to 
offer great savings to alumni who donate $50 or more to the Annual Fund. 
These donors receive a “Rowdy Card” that gives them access to all home 
game tailgate parties held in the Alumni Grove.

The card also provides discounts throughout the year of  10 percent or 
more at local businesses, with some restrictions. The donor club levels and 

full benefits can be found online at www.
mcneesealumni.com/donorlevels or 

by calling the MSU Alumni Office at 
(337) 475-5232.

The MSU Alumni Association 
would like to thank the following 
businesses that participate in the 
Rowdy Card program:

ACTS Theater
Car rentals – Alamo, Avis, Budget, Hertz, National
Choice hotels – Comfort Inn, Quality, Sleep Inn, Clarion, 

Rodeway Inn
Diamond Durrell’s 
Family Auto Service & Quik Lube
Family Quik Lube
Gordon’s Drug Store
Kajun Monograms & Trophies
McNeese Federal Credit Union
McNeese Library
McNeese Bookstore and McNeese Connection
McNeese Theatre
Special Touch Therapeutic Massage
The Frame House & Gallery
Villa Décor
Wendi’s Flower Cart

Shearman Fine Arts Annex Opens
The McNeese community welcomed this spring’s opening of  the long-awaited addition to the Shearman Fine Arts Building. The 

original building, constructed in 1950, is one of  the oldest buildings on the McNeese campus. It has undergone three renovations, but 
none that could compare to the one that added over 50,000 square feet, more than doubling the size of  the original facility. 

McNeese first requested funding for this project in 1990. The money was allocated in the 2005 state capital outlay budget, but 
the project had to be placed on hold due to hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
Construction began in February 2008 and took 26 months to complete. 

Coordinating the construction between the existing building and the new 
facility was one of  the biggest challenges to the project, according to Richard 
Rhoden, director of  Facilities and Plant Operations.“We planned it to 
keep disruptions down without preventing the contractors from doing their 
jobs. Fortunately, we had really great cooperation from the departments of  
performing arts and visual arts and were working with an excellent contractor in 
Bessette Development,” said Rhoden.

Rhoden’s office is currently working on design work for Phase 2, which 
includes the repair and a very small addition to the Band Hall facilities. “Phase 
3 includes a complete renovation of  the original building when capital outlay 
funds become available.” 

The new addition features an exhibition gallery that will allow students and faculty to showcase their 
art. The gallery is located outside the 516-seat theatre, which boasts the best acoustics of  any facility in 
Southwest Louisiana.  

Michele Martin, associate professor and head of  department of  performing arts, said the quality 
of  the facility is incredible. “The lighting, sound and acoustic systems are state-of-the-art. Even more 
importantly, we now have appropriate teaching spaces and offices. We had been using storage space the 
size of  a closet in the old facility for some faculty offices. This facility also provides us with wonderful 
rehearsal halls, which will be used by our many choral and instrumental groups,” said Martin. 

The 71st season of  the McNeese Theatre will open Sept. 29  in the new Shearman Fine Arts Theatre 
with a world premiere of  “Our Hurricane Kaleidoscope,” a multimedia documentary remembering 
hurricanes Rita and Katrina. Conceived and directed by Charles McNeely III, the production includes 
film, slides, music and live performances that feature life-threatening experiences during and after 
the storms. These are stories of  rescue, bravery and hope that will inspire the audience. For more 
information visit McNeese Theatre’s website at www.mcneese.edu/theatre or call (337) 475-5043.

Lynn Reynolds, associate professor and head of  the visual arts department, said everyone is excited about 
moving into the new addition.

“The visual arts area has increased by over four times the size of  our previous space and now includes three traditional photography 
darkrooms, digital photography space, sculpture and ceramics studios and a large art history classroom. We are also excited about 
being able to display our art in the new galleries,” Reynolds said. 

Both agree that the new Shearman Fine Arts Building will be a tremendous asset to the performing and visual arts programs in 
Southwest Louisiana. “Even more importantly, this new addition will play a major role in recruiting and retaining outstanding students 
and faculty for our programs,” said Martin.
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Undergraduate Scholar 
Program Promotes Research

The McNeese Alumni Association’s Undergraduate Scholar 
Program is sponsored annually as a way of  promoting research 
and scholarly activity by McNeese undergraduate students, with 
the support and guidance of  faculty mentors.  “This program 
– in its fifth year – supports a student’s inquiry, investigation 
or experimentation into a topic that will make an original, 
intellectual or creative contribution to that student’s field of  
study. An educational collaboration and a strong partnership 
between students and faculty mentors is required,” said Pat Hay, 
alumni president.  Twenty research and scholarly activity projects 
were submitted by students, representing the university’s diverse 
academic programs. Projects were judged by teams of  faculty, 
alumni and community leaders.

A	few	of 	the	projects	included:
•  Melissa Fennell, Harold and Pearl Dripps Department 

of Agricultural Sciences – Soybeans are usually grown 
for grain or as a rotation crop for rice. They have not been 
used as hay or silage due to animal toxicity issues from 
herbicides. With the introduction of Round Up Ready 
technology, soybeans could now be used as either a grain 
or a forage crop. This project involved planting a special 
seed of soybean and determining the best time to plant as 
well as deciding the optimum amount of seeding needed 
in order to provide for a crop that could serve as animal 
feed in addition to hay.

•  Samita Khadka, Department of Accounting, Finance 
and Economics - Her paper on the “Genesis of the Current 
U.S. Financial Meltdown and Its Global Transmission” 
traced the evolution of the U.S. financial meltdown 
and the trajectory of how it spread to other countries. 
It also explained the global economic and financial 
consequences of the meltdown, the various rescue 
efforts, the potential for success and on-going challenges 
to the system.

•  Emily Thomas, College of Nursing – According to her 
research, adolescents who receive eight to nine hours of 
sleep per night have a decrease in display of symptoms of 
ADHD, exhibit an increase in academic performance, feel 
less stress and indicate an improved ability to get along 
with others. She recommended that parents should have 
their adolescents’ sleep quality and quantity assessed 
before accepting a diagnosis of ADHD.

•  Anushobha Regmi and Kusma Pyakurel, Department 
of Biology and Health Sciences – This team used marsh 
vegetation to study how a benthic diatom (a group of 
algae) influences the growth pattern in different salinities. 
Chemical analysis showed there was a lowering of the 
concentration of heavy metals in the soil and that there 
exists the potential to improve growth through the 
carbohydrate production and metal sequestration from 
the soil. By influencing environmental factors they hope to 
develop a strong marsh grass for commercial purposes.

Each student is required to submit a written paper to the 
McNeese Writing Center for blind judging as well as prepare a 
poster presentation to be used as part of  an oral presentation to 
the judges. Dr. Bill Dees, chair of  the Undergraduate Scholar 
Committee, stated, “We find that many of  our students are able 
to use their projects as part of  their application to graduate school 
and several have gone on to present their work at regional and 
national conferences.  The knowledge that they gain in organizing 
their thoughts, working closely with faculty mentors and 
presenting their findings in a public forum has been a tremendous 
learning experience for the students.”  

At a recent University of  Louisiana System Academic Affairs 
Council meeting, Dr. Jeanne Daboval, McNeese provost and 
vice president of  academic affairs, suggested that a UL System 
undergraduate student research symposium be held next year. 

“With McNeese now strongly positioned to take a leading 
role in this program, we look forward to seeing our students and 
faculty bring their work to the state level. This would not have 
been possible without the financial support of  the McNeese 
Alumni Association,” said Daboval.

A	McNeese	student	presents	her	research	during	Quality	Day.	Her	project	
was		one	of 	20	research	proposals	on	view	for	the	public	The	Undergraduate	
Scholar	program	is	sponsored	annually	by	the	McNeese	Alumni	Association.	

Cowboy Connections - The Online Community for Graduates

JOIN TODAY!
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– Create and customize you own profile page
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First Time Login
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If  you live anywhere in Louisiana, 
then it comes as no surprise to you that 
colleges and universities have been hit with 
major budget cuts during the past couple 
of  years. Just two years ago, Louisiana 
universities received an all-time high in 
state appropriations that raised their state 
funding to near the southern average. 
Later that same year, the nation entered 
a recession and state revenues began to 
decline, so within six months McNeese 
State University saw the first of  three 
significant budget cuts.    

McNeese has addressed these budget 
reductions through attrition, holding 
positions vacant, reducing travel and 
purchases of  equipment, library books and 
other operating services.  As the university 
works through these challenging times, 
McNeese continues to focus on students 
and their success.

“Our real concern is the 2011-2012 
budget, when $9.2 million in federal 
stimulus funding will be removed from 
the McNeese budget. At this time we will 
see our state appropriations total about 
8 percent less than what our budget was 
in 2006. This $9.2 million reduction, on 
top of  three previous budget cuts, will be a 
difficult challenge,” said Eddie Meche, vice 
president of  business affairs.  

One bright spot on the horizon is that 
Louisiana has passed the GRAD Act 
(Granting Resources and Autonomy for 

Diplomas) that will grant colleges and 
universities increased autonomy and 
flexibility in exchange for a commitment 
to meet clearly defined statewide 
performance goals.  

“Universities will be encouraged to 
phase in increased admission standards, 
eliminate programs with low enrollment, 
utilize technology for distance learning 
and phase out remedial courses and 
associate degree programs. The four-year 
schools and two-year schools will need 
to collaborate more effectively, so that 
students can easily move between the 
two,” said Dr. Jeanne Daboval, provost 
and vice president of  academic affairs. 
Schools that meet these requirements 
will then be able to raise their tuition by 
10 percent each year.     

“In order for McNeese to remain 
competitive and increase its overall 
effectiveness and efficiency, we must meet 
measurable performance objectives aimed 
at improving college completion and at 
meeting the state’s current and future 
workforce and economic development needs. 
This will require a strong commitment 
from our students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
community,” added Daboval.  

According to McNeese Alumni Affairs 
Director Joyce Patterson, the best way to 
ensure McNeese’s future success is through 
alumni involvement and financial support. 
“You can help recruit future students 

and encourage them to attend McNeese. 
You can become a mentor to a student 
and help them continue on their degree 
path. We hope that our alumni will join 
our online community so that we can 
keep them apprised of  news and events 
concerning McNeese. And, of  course, 
we hope that our alumni will support 
McNeese with their financial gifts.”  

The McNeese Alumni Board meets 
regularly with the university leadership 
to keep up with McNeese’s progress and 
to discover where the need is greatest for 
additional resources.  “The board’s sound 
financial management ensures that over 80 
percent of  every alumni dollar donated goes 
directly to support McNeese,” explained 
Patterson. “The remainder funds the alumni 
events and programs that keep our graduates 
connected to their alma mater.”

During the past year, the MSU Alumni 
Association has provided resources to 
enhance faculty development, student 
research, student retention programs and 
recruitment, all of  which impact the GRAD 
Act performance measures. “Since the 
GRAD Act allocates a portion of  the state 
funding to be tied to the institution’s ability 
to meet these criteria, alumni donations have 
definitely strengthened McNeese’s position. 
Our alumni are our greatest strength and 
together we will work through the difficult 
times that lie ahead,” said Patterson.   

McNeese Addresses Budget Reductions 

Graywood Program 
The McNeese Alumni Association and Graywood, located in Lake Charles, have 

announced a Community Partnership Program designed as part of  Graywood’s commitment 
to community, fund raising and providing additional valued services for McNeese alumni, 
according to Joyce Patterson, director of  MSU alumni affairs.

“Whether you live locally or reside outside of  the state, our alumni are invited to 
enjoy membership privileges in the Clubs of  Graywood with a 50 percent reduction 
in the initiation fee for the membership classification of  your choice,” explained 
Patterson. “And better yet, the amount you do pay will then be donated back to the 
alumni association by Graywood.” 

Patterson said alumni can choose the type of  membership that best fits their lifestyle. 
“For those who play golf, you can enjoy the magnificent 18-hole championship golf  
course. Our health conscious alumni might want to join the Sports Club where you can 
play tennis on the modified hydro clay courts, enjoy the full service fitness center, enjoy 
casual dining at The Edge or take a swim in the lap pool. There is even a program for 
our out-of-town alumni.”  

This program is being made available to all McNeese alumni through Dec. 31. For 
more information or to schedule a tour of  the facility, contact Ann O’Reilly (class of  
1974) at (337) 477-1114. 
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President Robert Hebert Retires
After Four Decades of  Service

Dr. Robert D. Hebert retired June 30 after having served as president of  
McNeese State University for the past 23 years. He first came to McNeese 
in 1969 as an associate professor of  history, having taught the previous seven 
years at Mississippi State University.  

Hebert changed the face of  the campus by securing private funds, 
grants and state appropriations totaling more than $105 million for new 
construction and major renovations.  Through his leadership, the assets of  
the McNeese Foundation grew from less than $1 million to over $55 million, 
which includes $8.5 million for endowed professorships.

Always aware of  the important role that the university plays in the 
community, Hebert supported the establishment of  the McNeese Library 
Archives as a way to preserve important historical resources and was 
instrumental in the creation of  the McNeese Banners Cultural Series as 
a way to bring a wide variety of  cultural events to the area, according to 
Dr. Jeanne Daboval, provost and academic affairs vice president. “He also 
worked to locate the Calcasieu Community Clinic on the campus in order to 
help improve the health of  Southwest Louisiana’s citizens.”

Daboval said Hebert leaves McNeese having formed his latest alliance 
– McNeese State University with Calcasieu Parish, the city of  Lake 
Charles and the Southwest Louisiana Economic Development Alliance. 
“This partnership has created the Southwest Louisiana Entrepreneurial 

and Economic Development Center, or SEED Center, which will serve as a hub for economic development throughout 
Southwest Louisiana.” 

She said this seems appropriate as a 2008 economic impact report showed McNeese as one of  the largest employers in the area with 
an annual statewide financial impact of  $335 million.    

In 1989, McNeese’s 50th anniversary, Hebert formally adopted the school motto, “Excellence with a Personal Touch,” and he served 
41 years at McNeese with that as his personal motto as well. As McNeese president, Hebert has shaken the hands of  over 28,000 
graduates during commencement services. In recognition of  his years of  service to the university, the McNeese Alumni Association 
Board of  Directors named him an honorary alumnus in spring 2010.

 “I am very honored to have served for so many years, and I leave with a strong sense of  satisfaction and peace. I am one of  those 
fortunate people who made the right choices about my life’s work,” said Hebert. 

 “Dr. Hebert’s leadership and dedication have made a tremendous impact on McNeese and our community. Although he has retired, 
he assures us that he and his wife, Lilly Ann, look forward to attending many more McNeese events now that his schedule permits him 
to do so,” said Richard Reid, vice president of  development and public affairs.

McNeese	President	Robert	H
ebert	at	his	1987	investitu

re	

with	student	Pam	Breaux	
(class	of 	1987).	Hebert	served	23	

years	as	McNeese’s	fifth	president.

McNeese Alumni Travel the World
Alaskan Cruise

Twenty area couples have already signed up for the Alaskan cruise offered June 11-18, 2011. Alumni, faculty and friends will fly to 
Anchorage, Alaska, and board the Coral Princess, which will cruise the Inland Passage all the way to Vancouver, British Columbia. 
A pre-cruise land tour is available for those who want to see Fairbanks, Denali Park and more. One of  the couples is Dr. Ray Miles, 
McNeese professor of  history and dean of  the College of  Liberal Arts, and his wife, Tanya Emmer Miles (class of  1980). For more 
information, contact Tanya at (337) 540-4476 while cabins are still available.

Mediterranean and Greek Isles Tour
Looking for an exotic voyage that will take you from the ancient temples of  Greece and the stadiums of  Turkey to the pink-paved 
streets of  Montenegro, the walled cities of  Croatia and the canals of  Venice?  Then plan now to join alumni from nine Louisiana 

universities who will take a luxury cruise of  the Mediterranean and Greek Isles Sept. 30-Oct. 11, 2011. For more 
information, contact the McNeese Alumni Office at (337) 475-5232. Call early as this cruise has limited cabins.

Cowboy Fans on the Road Again
Tired of  fighting all that traffic when driving to and from the McNeese away games?  Then join other 

Cowboy fans as you ride in the comfort of  a motor coach, with your game ticket as part of  the package. Travel from 
Lake Charles to all 2010 away games, with the exception of  the Missouri game, is available by calling Tom Sims (class of  
1966) at (337) 477-9709.
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2010 McNeese State Football Schedule
Date Opponent Time 

Sept. 4 Lamar University 7 p.m. 

Sept. 11 at Missouri 6 p.m. 

Sept. 25 Cal Poly 7 p.m. 

Oct. 2 at Northwestern State   2 p.m.

Oct. 9 Stephen F. Austin  7 p.m. 

Oct. 16 at LSU 7 p.m. 

Oct. 23 at Southeastern Louisiana 6 p.m. 

Oct. 30 Nicholls State (Homecoming) 7 p.m. 

Nov. 6 at Sam Houston State 2 p.m. 

Nov. 13 Texas State 7 p.m. 

Nov. 20 at Central Arkansas 3 p.m. 

Greeks Committed 
to Service to Others

During their 58-year history at 
McNeese, Greeks have been the 
cornerstone of  student involvement, 
leadership development and campus 
traditions. 

Currently, there are 15 Greek-
letter social organizations, and 
the McNeese Alumni Association 
presents a cash award to the Greek 
chapter that best demonstrates 
dedication to community service. 
Chapters are judged on the amount of  hours dedicated to 
service, the amount of  funds raised, the percentage of  members 
involved and the quality of  their service scrapbook. This year’s 
chapter winner is Iota Phi Theta, a relatively young chapter that 
has proven its commitment to Greek goals and ideals. 

McNeese fraternities and sororities spent over 1,400 hours 
raising more than $125,000 for national philanthropic causes this 
past year. Alpha Delta Pi raised money for the Ronald McDonald 
House, while Iota Phi Theta donated clothes to Abraham’s Tent. 
Zeta Phi Beta had a bake sale for Haiti earthquake relief  and 
Chi Omega participated in Up ‘til Dawn, raising donations for 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Kappa Sigma answered 
its national “Call to Action” by raising $25,000 for local, state 
and national charities. Phi Mu raised over $3,000 at its “Man of  
the Year” fundraising event.  The National Pan-Hellenic Council 
joined the local “Read to Succeed” program and adopted the 
Fairview Elementary School.

In addition, McNeese Greek groups also helped clean up local 
beaches, collected donations for heart research, participated in 
campus cleanup and walked for such causes as breast cancer and 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

If  you have students interested in learning more about how to 
become involved with Greek life at McNeese, contact the Union 
Office at (337) 475-5609 or by e-mail at campuslife@mcneese.edu.

 Huddle Up 
Former Cowboy quarterback Don Ladner has issued 

a call for the members of  the McNeese football teams of  
1955 and 1956 to “huddle up” once again this fall. Ladner 
is asking all Cowboy teammates to join him at the Stream 
Alumni Center for a 6 p.m. reception Friday, Oct. 8, and a 
sit-down luncheon at 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 9. Anyone with 
questions can contact Don at (337) 756-2238 or by e-mail at 
greyeagle@centurytel.net.

NCAA Compliance Reminders
Only McNeese State coaches and athletics department staff  

members can be involved in the recruiting process. All others are 
prohibited from contacting a prospect or members of  the prospect’s 
family by telephone, letter or in person, on or off  campus. 

McNeese representatives cannot provide an “extra benefit” or 
special arrangement to any prospects or enrolled student-athletes. 
The NCAA states that YOU MAY NOT:

• Give them cash, loans (or co-sign a loan), or the use of 
your credit card for any reason or any amount.

• Employ relatives or friends of a prospect as an 
inducement for the enrollment of the prospect at 
McNeese.

• Give them gifts or free services of any kind. 
• Provide them transportation within or outside of the 

campus area.
• Entertain or contact a prospect or prospect’s family on or 

off campus.
• Provide rent free or reduced rental housing.
• Provide a benefit connected with on or off campus 

housing.
• Provide guarantee of a bond.
• Promise employment or financial aid for post-graduate 

education after college graduation.
For more information about the rules or if  there are any 

questions concerning NCAA rules, contact Bridget Martin, 
associate athletics director, senior women’s administrator and 
athletics compliance coordinator, at (337) 475-5296 or by e-mail 
at bmartin@mcneese.edu or log on to www.mcneesesports.com 
and click on Compliance.
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A statue of  McNeese State 
University’s namesake, John McNeese, 
was unveiled this summer in the area 
just west of  the Quadrangle near 
Kaufman and Smith halls. The statue 
was commissioned to recognize the 
contributions of  this outstanding 
educator from Southwest Louisiana. 

The silicon bronze statue was created by 
Janie Stine LaCroix of  Houston, Texas. It 
stands 7’6” tall and weighs approximately 
400 pounds.

The idea of  the statue originated with 
a campus Traditions Committee that 
felt strongly that the university should 
recognize John McNeese’s educational 
influence in the state. Once plans were in 
place, the McNeese Alumni Association 
made a donation from funds raised 
through the Pathway to Excellence 
brick campaign. McNeese students were 
quick to offer their support with an 
appropriation from the student-funded 
Campus Development Committee. 
The CDC is also funding phase one of  
the Quad renovation project currently 
underway that includes new sidewalks, 
improved drainage and the John 
McNeese Park.

McNeese served as a teacher, parish 
school board member and superintendent 
of  education for Calcasieu schools in 
the late 1800s. His ideas on how to 
fund public education originated with 
Imperial Calcasieu but were soon copied 
throughout the state, making him one of  
the most influential contributors to the 
development of  education in Louisiana.  

Alumni Association 
Gets Technical

 
The McNeese Alumni Association spends over $30,000 a 

year in printing and postage costs. In an attempt to reduce 
these costs, the association has begun to make the transition 
from “snail” mail to e-mail as a means of  staying in touch 
with MSU alumni.  

“Event notices, invitations and the newsletter are now sent 
via e-mail to our graduates quickly and efficiently,” said Joyce 
Patterson, director of  Alumni Affairs. “In addition to the 

money saved on printing and postage, e-mail is almost 
instantaneous, can be sent in bulk, has 

almost guaranteed delivery and is 
accessible anytime and anywhere.”

Patterson asks all alumni to 
help the association by updating 

their e-mail addresses online at www.
mcneesealumi.com or by calling the 
MSU Alumni Office at (337) 475-5232.

John McNeese Statue Unveiled on Campus

McNeese	 President	 Robert	 Hebert	 and	
sculptor	 Janie	 Stine	 LaCroix	 unveil	 the	 new	
John	McNeese	statue	in	the	Quad.


