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This October the 
McNeese Alumni 
Association will 
introduce its newly 
designed Web site, 
which will include a 
new online community 
called “Cowboy 
Connections.”   “Both 
the Web site and 
online community are 
designed exclusively 
for our graduates,” 
said Alumni President 
Moby Goodwin.

“Think MySpace, 
Facebook or LinkedIn, 
but better, because 
it connects to your 
alma mater,” added 
Goodwin.  

Through Cowboy 
Connections alumni 
will be able to set up a 
personal profile page 
and search for former 
classmates who have 
also signed up on the 
site.  Alumni can add 
photos to their page 
to share with others, they can post their resume, 
read about upcoming alumni events and so much 
more – all free of  charge.

The new calendar of  events will allow 
alumni to search for upcoming activities, sign 
up online for an event, look at the registration 
list to see who else plans to attend, and if  there 
is a registration fee of  any kind, they can pay 
it while online.  In the Career Center section, 
members will be able to post or search job openings, as well as upload 
their resume.

Alumni will now be able to create their own profile page and can, 
with the click of  a button, pull in information from their other social 
networking sites.   Other features include the ability to subscribe to RSS 
feeds, post class notes and make online donations.

According to Joyce 
Patterson, alumni 
director,  “The 
McNeese Alumni 
Association spends 
over $20,000 each 
year in publishing and 
mailing the alumni 
newsletter, The 
Roundup.   These 
costs continue to 
increase as we add 
more graduates and 
as postage rates 
increase,” states 
Patterson.  “The new 
Web site will allow the 
office to send quarterly 
e-newsletters, which 
will highlight alumni 
events and campus 
news.  It is a more 
cost effective method 
and will deliver 
information in a timely 
manner,” explained 
Patterson.  

E-newsletters are 
the latest trend to 
capture those readers 

who want a summary of  information at their 
fingertips.  With an e-newsletter the reader 
can click on a summary and be taken to a Web 
page that contains more information about the 
event or article. 

Once the build out of  the site is completed, 
postcards will be mailed to all graduates with 
their alumni identification number.  They can 
use their ID number to log onto the site for the 

first time.  The launch of  the site will also be announced by e-mail, 
so graduates should be sure that the Alumni Center has their correct 
e-mail address.  This can be done by e-mailing their name and e-mail 
address to Jackie@McNeeseAlumni.com or calling 475-5232 or 
1-800-475-ALUM.  We’ll see you online this fall!  

Through the Web site, you’ll be 
able to quickly link to:

MSU Bookstore
Official McNeese Credit Card

Prestige License Plate
Rowdy Card Benefits

GoNext Travel Program

Coming This Fall
New Alumni Web site and Online Community

Summer Cruise Offered
June 29 – July 10, 2010 are the scheduled dates for a historic Mediterranean cruise that the 

McNeese Alumni Association and six other Louisiana universities are offering through GoNext 
Travel.  Travel is aboard the 684-passenger Oceania Cruises’ Nautica with scheduled stops on 
the shores of  Turkey, Greece, Italy, Monaco and France.  The price is $2,999 per person double 
occupancy and that includes airfare, if  booked by Aug. 31.  For more information contact the 
McNeese Alumni Office at 475-5232 or 1-800-475-ALUM. 
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Homecoming 2009
Saturday, Oct. 10
30th annual Ladies Champagne Bingo. 
This year’s theme is “The Orient Express” and tickets must be 

purchased in advance.

Monday, Oct. 12
Paint the Town Blue and Gold.
Special homecoming flags are flown at local businesses   

surrounding the campus.

Tuesday, Oct. 13    
Reception held honoring Alumni Past Presidents.
Presidents of  the MSU Alumni Association and their spouses. 

Held at the University President’s home, by invitation only.

Thursday, Oct 15   
Homecoming parade, pep rally and fireworks display in 

Cowboy Stadium. 
Fireworks are sponsored by the McNeese Alumni Association. 

Activities begin at 7 p.m.

McNeese Outriders (retired MSU faculty and staff) to view 
parade from reserved stands.

Friday, Oct. 16   
Alumni and Friends Golf  Tournament at Mallard Cove. 
Four-man scramble at Mallard Cove, $100 entry fee.

1960s Football Teams - golf  match at Greywood at 1p.m.

1960s Football Teams - gumbo at E. Prien Lake Comfort Inn.

Saturday, Oct. 17   
Cowboy Q&A Day (high school preview day) starts 2 p.m., 

Bulber Auditorium. See www.mcneese.edu for more 
information.  

Kappa Sigma dedication at the Kappa Sigma house at 2 p.m. 
in recognition of  three members who gave their lives in service to 
their country.

Pre-game activities in the Alumni Grove from 4:30–6:30 p.m. 
with music by “The Backyard Cowboys.” Must have Rowdy Card 
to enter the Grove.

1960s Football Teams - tailgating before game.

MSU Cowboys vs. Northwestern State Demons. 
Game starts at 7 p.m.

Atlanta 

Homecoming 
Reception

Alumni Annual
Crawfish Boil 

Pre-Game
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The McNeese Alumni Association will present two prestigious 
awards at a reception Oct. 23 at the Stream Alumni Center.  The 
recipients will also be honored during halftime of  the McNeese vs 
Southeastern football game scheduled to start at 6 p.m. Oct. 24 in 
Cowboy Stadium.

Michael A. “Mike” Creel, president, chief  executive 
officer and a director of  Enterprise Products Partners LP 
of  Houston, Texas, is the recipient of  the 2009 McNeese 
Alumni Distinguished Alumnus Award.   This is the highest 
award presented by the association as it recognizes individual 
achievement by graduates who have distinguished themselves 
in their chosen field of  endeavor and whose work appropriately 
reflects on the university.

In his current position with Enterprise Products Partners LP  
Creel oversees one of  the largest purblicly traded partnerships 

with an equity market 
capitalization of  $12 
billion, assets of  $19 
billion and enterprise 
value of  $21 billion and is 
ranked 89th on Barron’s 
2009 list of  top 500 top-
performing companies.  
The company transports 
natural gas, natural gas 
liquids, crude oil and 
petrochemicals through 
more than 36,000 miles 
of  onshore and offshore 
pipelines.  Services include 
natural gas transportation, 
gathering, processing 

and export terminaling, crude oil transportation and offshore 
production platforms, and petrochemical transportation and 
storage services.

A native of  Lake Charles, Creel received his bachelor’s degree in 
accounting in 1975 from McNeese and was licensed in Texas as a 
certified public accountant in 1978.  He worked for seven years in 
the financial industry prior to beginning his energy career in 1980.

He has held management positions with the Coastal 
Corporation and with the Enron Corporation.   He also served 
as treasurer of  EOG Resources Inc., vice president and treasurer 
of  NorAm Energy Corp. and senior vice president and CFO of  

Tejas Energy Corp.  
Creel currently serves as director of  Duncan Energy Partners LP, 

a publicly traded partnership that owns and operates midstream 
energy assets, and is a group vice chairman of  privately held 
EPCO Inc.  He is a member of  the National Association of  
Corporate Directors, American Institute of  Certified Public 
Accountants and Financial Executives International.  

Damain A. Sullivan has been named recipient of  the 2009 
McNeese Alumni Association Distinguished Service Award, 
which recognizes an alumnus who has given years of  personal 
and professional service to 
the alumni association and 
to the university.  

Sullivan is the founder 
of  the McNeese Greater 
Houston Alumni Chapter 
and served as chapter 
president from 2004-
2007.  He continues to 
serve as a member of  the 
chapter board of  directors.  
He has supported the 
College of  Business 
Student Investment Team, 
the McNeese Alumni 
Association, and helped 
raise funds for McNeese 
students following Hurricane Rita.  Sullivan also initiated an 
internship program at The Bank of  Tokyo-Mitsubishi,  where 
he worked at recruiting McNeese business students to interview 
for summer intern positions.  Two MSU students were hired as 
summer interns and were later hired in permanent positions at 
the bank upon graduation.  

Sullivan received his bachelor’s degree in finance in 1992 
and his master of  business administration degree in 1996, both 
from McNeese.  He is vice president and team leader in the 
Energy Finance/Global Corporate Banking Unit at The Bank 
of  Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd.  He began his banking career at 
Calcasieu Marine National Bank in 1994.  He joined Hibernia 
National Bank in New Orleans in 1996, where he held positions 
in underwriting and marketing.  During this time he served on 
a merger due diligence team for the bank. In 1997, he joined 
Tokyo-Mitsubishi where he is currently employed. 

Recipients Announced for 
Distinguished Alumni Awards

Michael A. Creel

Damain Sullivan

• On Saturday, Oct. 17, Kappa Sigma will honor three former McNeese students who were killed in service to their country during 
the Vietnam War.  Doug Fournet (Medal of  Honor recipient), Don Cornett (Silver Star recipient) and Ed Goshorn  (Purple Heart 
recipient) will be posthumously initiated into the fraternity.  All three men had been members of  the McNeese local fraternity that 
became Kappa Sigma and were integral in its transformation into the Theta Rho Chapter at McNeese.

• Members of  the football teams of  the 1960s will also meet Oct. 17.  Plans include a golfing excursion, Friday night gumbo, pre-game 
tailgate party and attendance at the Homecoming game.

Other Homecoming Events:
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Reminiscing Sparks Fond Memories 
Every fall, McNeese alumni make the trip back to campus for 

Homecoming and all of  its festivities-the parade and fireworks, 
tailgating, pre-game party in the Grove and the big game on 
Saturday night in Cowboy Stadium. 

Friendships are rekindled and some serious reminiscing takes 
place. It’s that memory of  a classmate, a favorite professor or a 
particular hangout on campus that captures the essence of  those 
college years for thousands of  McNeese alumni who have attended 
this university since 1939. Today several alumni of  the past decades 
share some of  their memories of  attending McNeese. 

A native of  Lake Charles, Henry Doiron attended John McNeese 
Junior College in 1944 when it 
was part of  the Louisiana State 
University system. After two years 
at McNeese, Doiron transferred 
to LSU and graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in business. 

He said life in the early 1940s 
was dominated by World War 
II. “Area men had been drafted 
and enrollment at McNeese was 
down -during one summer session. 

There were only 64 
students attending 
classes,” Doiron 
said. “One benefit 
of  this situation 
was that you got to 
really know all of  
the professors.”

During the 
summer, Henry 
said he would sell 

ice cream out of  a horse 
drawn wagon to help pay for McNeese. He had 

to use ice and salt to keep it cold. 
“One of  the wings of  Kaufman was the social room where 

students would gather for cold drinks, music and dance. There 
was no permanent seating in Bulber Auditorium so basketball 
games, formal dances and graduation ceremonies were held 
there. There was also no real housing on campus. However, a few 
guys stayed in a part of  the old arena where some bunks were set 
up as a dormitory.” 

He said when “you passed Sallier Street headed toward campus 
you were heading out of  town. There was nothing but a narrow 
two-lane road leading to the campus with fields on each side. You 
could catch a city bus that would take you to the campus from 
town.” 

According to Henry, the schools colors were originally red and 
gold and then changed to purple and gold to reflect being a part 
of  the LSU System. “Our alma mater was the LSU alma mater 
but instead of  saying LSU you said McNeese of  LSU.”

Doiron was ROTC cadet commander while at McNeese and 
received his commission while at LSU. He was in Japan when the 
Korean War started and was with the first unit sent to Korea. 

While in Korea he was shot. When asked how it happened 
he said, “ I was trying to shoot him and he was trying to shoot 
me.” The Korean was killed but not before he got off  a shot that 

went through Henry’s hand and tore his weapon apart. Because 
of  the sound and flying parts of  his weapon, Henry first thought 
that he had been shot in the face. The bullet made a knick in his 
McNeese class ring and even today he thinks that might have 
saved his life. He has always worn his ring with pride, and years 
later when the stone broke, he sent the ring back to Balfour to 
have the stone replaced. While there, the company, thinking it 
was doing him a favor, also repaired the knick. 

Henry has stayed busy during his retirement doing volunteer 
work at the McNeese Library, Southwest Louisiana Convention 
and Tourist Bureau, and various area non-profits. 

Don Ladner grew up in southern Mississippi, where he was an 
all-state football high school quarterback. He came to McNeese 
by way of  Tulane University.

Ladner, who was the first child in his family of  eight to attend 
college, arrived in Lake Charles and found that the campus was 
almost out in the country - it was very sparse. That first day 
Johnnie Calderera took him and coaches Bill Reigel and Ken 
Bonsall out for a steak dinner at Moulin Rouge. 

   About this time, the Korean War had ended and for the first 
time in many years the country was at peace. “Everyone felt good 
and enjoyed life,” said Ladner. 

Between classes he said students would sit in the old Quonset 
hut, which was the social room. “Here the guys would play cards 
and be there for ‘when the girls walked in’” He would go to the 
gymnasium and wash his own clothes because he didn’t have 
much money. He joined ROTC, which paid $25 a month, and he 

lived on that. 
Don first met Leavon 

Rostrom on a blind date for a 
malt at the local drive-in. They 

did everything together 
and were both active in 
McNeese organizations.  
Leavon took extra 
hours in order to 
graduate in only three years with Don.  
They were the first husband and wife team from McNeese 
selected to Who’s Who.   

Don was one of  three McNeese students selected by the 
Shriners to receive a one-year fellowship to attend George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C., to study public 
administration. Afterwards, he was called into the U.S. Army and 
only planned to serve his two years and then come home and teach. 
Twenty-six years later, he retired from the Army, during which time 
he served three tours in Vietnam in addition to other duties. 

Don and Leavon Ladner

Capt. Ford, Lt. Doiron, Lt. Traylor



www.mcneesealumni.com 5 

Ladner has made a point to stay in touch with his old teammates. 
He organized the 1957 football team’s 45th reunion (Huddle Up) 
in 2002. The team then gathered for an “Old Timers Reunion” 
with athletes from all sports from the 40s and 50s.

Marcia Feldes Dutton lived in Argentina for three years before 
moving back to Lake Charles, her hometown, in 1956. “I wanted 
to go to McNeese and study psychology, but I didn’t have the 
money,” said Dutton, “and I wanted to put myself  through 
school. Luckily, I received a Lion’s Club scholarship for music.” 

She had studied voice while in Argentina and the McNeese 
Music Department recruited her heavily. “At first I only wanted 
to take the courses that I enjoyed and was not working towards a 
music degree,” said Marcia. “ I knew I didn’t want to teach and I 
was terrified of  performing, so I never thought that I would earn 

a music degree.
 “In fact, the first year I cried 

whenever I had to get up on stage, 
but Dr. George Marshall was such 
a sweet man and very intelligent. 
He truly believed in what he was 
teaching and he would bear with 
you, which helped me greatly,” 
said Dutton. “Eventually I was 
able to perform the leads in the 
musicals ‘Oklahoma,’ ‘The Red 
Mill’ and ‘Blue 

Moon.’ We 
would practice 
what seems 
like forever 
and then the 
performances 
would take 
place in Bulber 
Auditorium to 
packed houses.” 

Other fond 
memories include             
the Metropolitan 
Opera singers 

performing in Lake Charles 
at the annual “Messiah” performance on campus and working 
months on those “darn” homecoming floats. My boyfriend’s 
father constructed an entire wooden telephone around my car - it 
even rang,” she laughed. 

After graduation, Dutton joined the U.S. Navy and was 
stationed in England, Philadelphia, Holland, Syracuse and she 
and her husband, Charlie, lived in Saudi Arabia. 

Willie Mount, state senator and former Lake Charles mayor, 
has nothing but great memories of  attending McNeese. 

“My Dad and Mom loved McNeese - they took me to all of  the 
football and basketball games,” said Mount. “It was a foregone 
conclusion that I was going to McNeese-my two sisters and 
brother had already attended.” 

Willie met her husband, Ben, in an accounting class at 
McNeese, and they became the best of  friends but never dated. 
After graduation, she and Ben went out and he asked, “What if  

we date?” Willie’s first thought 
was: “I don’t want to ruin our 
friendship.” Three months later 
they were married. 

Willie always enjoyed 
participating in sports, but 
unfortunately, there were no 
women’s sports at McNeese in 
the 70s, so cheerleading was 

the next best thing. 
Not only was she 
head cheerleader 
but she was also 
an officer in the 
Student Government Association and Chi Omega 
Sorority and a member of  the business fraternity. “My time at 
McNeese was fun and rewarding and had a strong impact on 
me as a person,” Mount said. 

‘’The experiences I had while at McNeese played a big role 
in who I am today and what I am able to do as an elected 
official. I love people and my experience as a student leader 
taught me a lot about how to network and how to work to 
effect change by collaborating with people,” explained Willie.

Mount tells about a job interview with a company that was 
also interviewing three men. 

‘’This company did not have female employees. When 
asked why I should be hired instead of  a man I answered, 
‘Because there is nothing I can’t do. I know that I love 
people and I can sell.” I was hired and he later told me 
the reason he hired me was because I was so confident,” 

said Mount. “I learned that confidence from the sum of  my 
experiences at McNeese and from the faculty and staff  members 
that helped to instill me with that confidence,” explained Willie. 

Willie often tells the story about how Ben ran for McNeese 
student body president and she called all her friends and asked 
them if  they had voted that morning. “I called Bonnie Morris 
(now Templeton) at work and asked, ‘Did you vote this morning?’ 
and she said, ‘I forgot.’ I said, ‘You forgot! Every vote counts, you 
have to go vote.’  

Bonnie said, ‘I can’t I’m at work.’ I told her ‘If  you don’t get in 
your car right now and go vote I will never speak to you again.’ 
The polls closed at 4:30 p.m. and she got there at 4:25 p.m. and 
was the last person to vote before the polls closed. Ben won that 
election by one vote!

McNeese alumni should note that this year’s Homecoming date 
is Oct. 17 and the Cowboys will go up against the Demons of  
Northwestern State at 7 p.m. in “the hole.” Welcome back! 

The Telephone, with Marcia Feldes Dutton, far left

Willie and  Ben Mount, center
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McNeese State University has a $335 
million annual economic impact on 
the state of Louisiana, according to a 
study conducted by Applied Technology 
Research Corporation of Baton Rouge 
for each university in the University of 
Louisiana System. This is an $8 return 
for every $1 Louisiana invests in higher 
education.

When the report was released in June, 
McNeese President Dr. Robert Hebert 
said that for the past 70 years Southwest 
Louisiana has relied on McNeese to 
provide an educated and well-prepared 
workforce, to provide employment 
opportunities, to host cultural and 
competitive athletic events and to 
purchase local goods and services. 

“McNeese is a major force in growing 
the economy and improving the quality 
of life in Southwest Louisiana,” said 
Hebert. 

According to the research, McNeese 
is one of the largest employers in 
Southwest Louisiana. Approximately 
one-third of the engineers working 
in the local petrochemical industry 
are McNeese graduates and nearly 
80 percent of all nurses working in 
Lake Charles and the surrounding 
communities are McNeese alumni. The 
school districts in the five-parish area 

surrounding McNeese consistently 
rank among the state’s top 10 districts 
in high school graduation rates. More 
than 70 percent of the educators in this 
five-parish area earned a degree from 
McNeese.

The study also indicates that McNeese 
employees annually contribute $55 
million directly to the economy 
while McNeese retirees spend an 
additional $11 million.  McNeese 
students spend $145 million in areas 
such as housing, food, entertainment, 
telecommunications and transportation, 
while visitors to McNeese events such as 
Banners and football games expend an 
additional $47 million. 

Over the last 10 years, close to 13,000 
students have graduated from McNeese 
and added $640 million to Louisiana’s 
economy. Data from the Louisiana Board 
of Regents show that nearly 70 percent 
of the public four-year college degrees 
earned by the residents of Southwest 
Louisiana come from McNeese.

An additional benefit to McNeese 
spending is the creation of 3,250 non-
university jobs throughout Louisiana 
that support expenditures such as 
construction, health care and food 
services. Student spending at McNeese 
supports over 1,400 non-university jobs 
in restaurant, entertainment and retail 
industries.  

“This economic impact study illustrates 
the importance of McNeese State 
University in dollar figures,” Hebert 
said. “What cannot be calculated is the 
enhancement to the quality of life, as 
well as the invaluable contributions 
that our employees, students, alumni 
and retirees make to our communities 
through their civic and volunteer 
activities.”

An electronic copy of the McNeese 
Economic and Community Impact study 
can be found on the McNeese Web page 
at www.mcneese.edu. 

Class Notes 
Online

McNeese alumni can submit their class notes online at www.mcneesealumni.com/
classnote.asp. You can now keep up with old classmates, as well as keep the alumni 
association up-to-date on your career and your location. 

Commission 
Established to Conduct 
Review of  Higher 
Education in Louisiana

The Postsecondary Education Review 
Commission, created by the Louisiana 
Legislature with support of  Gov. Bobby 
Jindal, has been established to conduct a 
complete review and analysis of  higher 
education in Louisiana and to make 
recommendations on restructuring, 
downsizing, tuition policies, funding, 
governance and facilities.

The focus of  the Commission’s 
recommendations will be to ensure that 
public higher education in Louisiana 
is efficient and effective in its service to 
students and citizens. 

The Commission is also known as the 
“Tucker Commission” because Speaker 
of  the House, Jim Tucker (R), Terrytown, 
wrote the legislation that created it. 

The nine voting members include 
two gubernatorial appointments, two 
appointments by the Louisiana Board of  
Regents, one appointee by the Board of  
Regents chairman, one by the president of  
the Southern Association of  Colleges and 
Schools, one by the Speaker of  the House 
or his designee, one by the President of  the 
Senate or his designee and the president 
of  the National Association for Equal 
Opportunity in Higher Education.

A representative of  each of  the four 
higher education management boards 
serves in non-voting positions.

The Commission must submit a report 
to the Legislature 45 days before the next 
session begins on March 29, 2010.

University Economic Impact 
Exceeds $300 Million on State
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Fifty years may seem like a long time to you and me, but for 
Marie White Hammer, it seems like only yesterday when she 
stood on the stage of  Bulber Auditorium and accepted her 
diploma. A graduate of  1959, Marie attended McNeese when 
there were only 2,502 students, tuition was $27.50 and room and 
board cost $256 a semester.  

This spring, the class of  1959 was honored at the annual 
Golden Scholars Reunion Weekend, and Marie, who now lives in 
Florida, traveled over 800 miles to attend.

“My sister, Edna, was a year younger than me, so I waited for her 
to finish high school so that we could both attend college together. We 
would hitchhike to McNeese from across town.  We loved being at 
McNeese. It was small enough that anyone who wanted to participate 
in anything could – so I joined everything and took advantage of  it,” 
said Hammer. 

“I had so much fun being involved in social and professional 
organizations. Class sizes were small and that was a real 
advantage in being able to have one-on-one time with the 
professors.  Life was so much simpler then.  I am so happy that I 

went to McNeese and 
I have so many fond 
memories and enjoyed 
it.”

Prior to attending 
the Golden Scholar 
Reunion, it had been 
25 years since Marie 
had been to Lake 
Charles.  

“McNeese has so 
much pride. Everyone 
I met seemed to have 
so much pride in the 
university. It’s been a 
joy to watch McNeese 
expand over the 

decades. “I 
had not seen 
many of  my 
classmates 
since we 
graduated 
50 years ago. 
The reunion 
made 
everyone feel very special. It 
was wonderful to visit with classmates, great to see the campus. 
I could not believe the beautiful entrance plaza and new 
buildings.”  

Hammer is the recipient of  the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture’s 
Distinguished Service 
Award, that agency’s 
highest professional 
honor. The USDA 
recognized her for 
outstanding work in 
environmental quality 
and natural resource 
protection.

 “The weekend 
was so nice and made 
us all feel so very 
special,” said Marie. 
“It was great to see 
and visit with old 
classmates and great 
to see what the campus has become – it’s grown so much that I 
could barely recognize where I was.”

Other honorees that attended the reunion weekend also had 
some great things to say about the program.

“I enjoyed every minute 
of  the Golden Scholar 
Reunion Weekend and 
I was very impressed 

with the friendliness and 
efficiency of  the people 
involved. Thanks for a 

wonderful time!” 
 J.C Reina (1949)

“The Golden Scholars 
Reunion was perfect…

each of  us felt so special. 
But more importantly, we 

were reminded of  good 
times, good friends and 

the value of  the education 
we received 50 years ago. 
McNeese is so valuable 
to our Lake Charles.”  
Missy Shaddock (1959)

The McNeese Alumni Association has been a major financial supporter of  the university’s undergraduate scholar program which 
was established to encourage research and retain outstanding students.   Each student is paired with a faculty member who serves as a 
mentor for the project.  “These student projects are selected based on academic merit and potential to impact the Southwest Louisiana 
community,” said Dr.  Jeanne Daboval, vice president of  academic affairs.

Paula Fontenot enjoyed her history class on Medieval  Spain so much that she decided to apply for one of  the research grants.  Her 
paper involved extensive research on the expulsion of  Jews in 1492 from Medieval Spain.  “This experience helped me sharpen my 
organizational skills and learn how to write on a professional level,” said Fontenot.  In fact, she was able to submit her paper as a 
sample of  her writing with her application to graduate school.  She begins work on a master’s degree in public history this fall.

Ashley Berken’s 2007 project studied ethics in business.  She now works for Pumpelly Oil Company in marketing and sales, while 
pursuing her master’s in business administration degree.  “The knowledge and research experience that I gained from working on my 
project I use every day,” she stated.

During the past four years the MSU Alumni Association has provided $80,000 for research projects that include the study of  coastal 
erosion, the design of  an improved concrete base for highways, the DNA structure of  a new antibiotic and many more projects of  
interest to our area.  “Alumni donations make these academic programs possible,” said Moby Goodwin, alumni president.

Undergraduate Scholar Program Encourages Research

Golden Scholars Reunion 
Honors Class of  1959

L to R, Lavon Ladener, Marie White Hammer, Don Cole
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2009 Sponsors

2009-2010 Corporate

Cameron Communications

Cameron State Bank 

Capital One Bank 

First Federal Bank
 of  Louisiana

Jeff  Davis Bank and Trust Co.

Lake Charles Coca-Cola

Lake Charles Rubber 
& Gasket Co.

McNeese Bookstore

McNeese Federal Credit Union 

Meyer & Associates, Inc.

Powell Timber 

Surgicare of  Lake Charles

Wendy’s

W. G. Ragley Lumber 
Company

2009-2010 Associate

Dr. Eric Sanders, D.D.S. 

Gordon Drug Store 

Matthew Graham Allstate 
Agency

McElroy, Quirk & Burch (APC) 

Partners in Physical Therapy 

Scalisi, Myers & White (APC) 

Westlake Chemical
Corporation 

Alumni Scholarships Provide 
Promising Futures

Scholarships play a critical role in 
recruiting good students to a university, and 
with this in mind, the McNeese Alumni 
Association, through the generosity and 
support of  its alumni members, has 
established several endowed scholarships 
that total more than $370,000.

“The professors set for 
us high goals and McNeese 
State University is giving 
me a chance at my dream, 
and so are you.”

“We want to thank our alumni who 
make memorial gifts to the association 
and alumni members and friends who 
participate in the McNeese license 
plate program. With their support, 
and money from the general fund that 
the MSU Alumni Board of  Directors 
allocates, we will be endowing our 15th 
scholarship this year,” said Alumni 
President Moby Goodwin. 

“As the cost of  tuition rises, the board 
has also been working to increase the 
amount of  each scholarship to keep pace 
with inflation,” added Goodwin. These 
alumni scholarships are awarded through 
the Office of  Scholarships and Testing.

Below are excerpts from thank you notes 
from McNeese students who received 
scholarships funded by the MSU Alumni 
Association this past year. These excerpts 
provide a glimpse into the promising futures 
of  some of  the hundreds of  McNeese 

students who receive these awards.
•  “Receiving this scholarship motivates 

me to maintain my GPA and complete my 
degree. I look forward to being able to give 
back to the community once I begin my 
teaching career.”  

•  “I am currently a freshman and a 
full-time student. I am also the mascot 
for McNeese and hold two off-campus 
jobs. I plan to complete my degree in 
government and go to work for the 
federal government.”

•  “I am a junior at McNeese 
State University majoring in clinical 
laboratory science. I love the clinical 
laboratory science program here at 
McNeese, and working with the medical 
technologists in the lab has shown me 
that I am definitely in the right field. I 
am working toward a very rewarding 
career that I know I will enjoy.  Once 
again thank you for your generosity. It is 
because of  people like you that students 
are able to attend a great university and 
pursue their goals.”

“I am majoring in visual arts and my 
concentration is painting.  It has always 
been my dream to own my own gallery. 
This past semester I received an ADDY 
award for one of  my art and computer 
pieces. The professors set for us high goals 
and McNeese State University is giving 
me a chance at my dream, and so are 
you.”

•  “I cannot thank you enough 
for taking such an active part in my 
college experience. I want to take this 
opportunity to express my sincere 
gratitude at the kindness and cooperation 
you have shown me.”

Today’s students live in a fast-paced environment and campus organizations have 
adapted to fill the needs of the working college student.  McNeese students are 
interested in professional development, networking and building a strong resume that 
can help them find a job after graduation.  The MSU Alumni Office created the Student 
Alumni Association (SAA) as a way to help meet these needs while maintaining the 
university’s campus tradition of providing students with the opportunity to have 
fun and make new friends.  Members are able to develop leadership skills, assist the 
alumni association with its  programs and events and participate in exciting and 
memorable college experiences.  SAA members also develop a lifelong connection 
and loyalty to their alma mater. 

If you know a student who may be interested in joining the SAA, have that student 
contact Stephanie Clark, assistant alumni director, at (337)475-5943.

Student Alumni Association Meets a Need



www.mcneesealumni.com 9 

Bookstore 
Offers 

Merchandise 
Online 
Cowboy merchandise 

is available online from 
the MSU Bookstore at 

mcneesecowboystore.com.  
“Geaux Blue” with a 

new T-shirt or a MSU cap. For more 
information or to inquire about items not 
on the Web site, call 475-5491 or 1-800-
622-3352 ext. 5491. 

Prestige License Plates 
Available to Alumni

Cowboy fans and alumni need to 
“plate up the pride,” McNeese pride 
that is, and support McNeese State 
University by purchasing the McNeese 
prestige license plate. The cost of  the 
official Louisiana plate is $52 above the 
regular, biennial vehicle registration 
fee – and $50 of  the surcharge will be 
returned by the State of  Louisiana to the 
university’s scholarship fund. The MSU 
Alumni Association has raised $128,000 
for scholarships through this program. 
To order, call the Department of  Motor 
Vehicles’ toll free line at 1-877-368-5463 
or go online at www.expresslane.org. 
Participants will receive credit for their 
existing, unexpired registration.

Be a Part of  the 
Tradition
The McNeese Official Ring is 

available to all alumni who wish to 
be a part of  the tradition. 

This ring, designed by Balfour 
exclusively for McNeese, represents 

many of  the traditions and symbols the 
students and alumni identify with when 
they think of  the spirit of  McNeese, such 
as the seal, with its torch, F.G. Bulber 
Auditorium, oak leaves and acorns, the year 
1939, when McNeese opened its doors, and 
the year of  the student’s graduation—all 
surrounding a royal blue stone with MSU 
displayed and surrounded by the words 
McNeese State University. 

There are five styles—three for women 
and two for men—and are available in both 
white and yellow gold. Alumni can go online 
at www.balfourcollege.com or go by the 
McNeese Bookstore to order their class rings. 

Eligible Alumni Can 
Join MSU Credit Union

McNeese alumni who have donated to 
the McNeese Alumni Association Annual 
Fund are eligible to join the McNeese 
Federal Credit Union. 

The MSU Credit Union offers free 
checking, low interest loans and high yield 
savings accounts. Located at 4390 Ryan 
St. (directly behind Gayle Hall), the credit 
union has regular office hours from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Once you are a member of  the credit 
union, then your immediate family 
members are also eligible to join. For more 
information, contact the MSU Credit 
Union at (337) 475-5344.

Pathway to Excellence 
Campaign Underway

Almost 600 bricks have been purchased 
by alumni, students, faculty and friends 
of  McNeese as part of  the “Pathway to 
Excellence” brick campaign initiated 
by the McNeese Alumni Association. 
These bricks are a permanent part of  the 
Entrance Plaza on the corner of  Ryan 
Street and Sale Road and all monies raised 
from this campaign go toward campus 
enhancement and beautification. 

More information about the brick 
campaign can be found at www.
mcneesealumni.com or by contacting the 
McNeese Alumni Office at (337) 475-5232 
or 1-800-475-ALUM. 

Spirit of  McNeese Print 
Still Available

A limited number of  the print, “Spirit 
of  McNeese,” is still available through 
the McNeese Alumni Association. The 
18” x 24” signed watercolor print of  the 
horse and rider statue in front of  the MSU 
Entrance Plaza is $75 and all profits go 
to alumni projects. For more information, 
call the alumni center at (337) 475-5232. 

Rowdy Card Program 
Offers Alumni Benefits

Local businesses have partnered with 
the McNeese Alumni Association to offer 
great deals to MSU alumni who donate at 
least $50 to the McNeese Alumni Annual 
Fund Drive. 

The Rowdy Card program provides 
alumni with great discounts and at the 
same time promotes the services of  area 
businesses. Some restrictions apply. 

Participating business include: ACTS 
Theater, Diamond Durrell’s, Gordon 
Drug Store, Kajun Monograms, McNeese 
Bookstore and McNeese Connection, 
McNeese Frazar Library, McNeese 
Theatre, Retro-Sports,

Special Touch Therapeutic Massage, The 
Frame House and Gallery, Villa Décor., 
Wendy’s Flower Cart.

For more information about the 
Rowdy Card program go online at www.
McNeeseAlumni.com or call the alumni 
office at (337) 475-5232.

For more inFormation, 
call tHe mcneese alumni 
oFFice at (337) 475-5232

or 1-800-475-alum.

Alumni Scholarships Provide 
Promising Futures
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In addition to awarding over 
$1 million in student scholarships 
last year, the McNeese Foundation 
awarded professorships totaling 
$68,000 to McNeese faculty 
members in the 2008-09 fiscal year.

Professorships are a way to 
reward excellence in the classroom 
and in scientific and creative 
research. These awards ensure that 
professors remain intellectually 
vigorous, current and enthusiastic 
about the subjects they teach. They 
are also vital in retaining faculty who excel in their field, which in turn 
provides students better learning opportunities in the classroom.

Professorships are established by donors with a minimum investment 
of  $10,000 and continually build until the fund reaches the minimum 
endowed professorship level of  $60,000. Attaining that level qualifies 
the professorship for $40,000 in matching funds from the Louisiana 
Board of  Regents, thus creating a $100,000 professorship. 

The MSU Foundation works closely with local industries, banks, 
community leaders and individuals to establish professorships. Donors 
may choose the name of  the professorship and designation area. All gifts 
may be pledged over a five-year period.

Applying for a professorship begins with faculty members submitting 
proposals that outline their plans for conducting research or scholarly 
work or for mentoring students in projects that are collaborative efforts 
between McNeese and the community. 

After proposals are submitted, endowed professorship recipients are 
selected by their peers and administrators in their respective colleges. 

One professorship award resulted in the university’s first 
patent. The Calcasieu Parish Development Board Professorship 
for Industrial and Economic Development was awarded to Dr. 
Ron Darbeau, professor and head of  the chemistry department. 
Darbeau, along with student researchers and fellow chemists, Dr. 
Ulku Ramelow and the late Dr. Mark Delaney, discovered a new 
approach to making polymers. The discovery could have a profound 
impact on industrial manufacturing. 

Dr. Weijin Dong, assistant professor of  environmental science, was 
awarded the Franklin L. and Laura Chavanne Miller Professorship 
in Science to study the mercury content in fish after Hurricane 
Rita, while Dr. Michael Kurth, professor of  economics, used the 
JPMorgan Chase Bank Professorship in Business to study economic 
development of  the I-10/I-12 corridor. Other awards have 
been utilized for program and faculty development, conference 
presentations and medical research internships just to name a few.

Dr. Jeanne Daboval, provost and vice president of  academic affairs, 
explained the importance of  professorships to the university. 

“Endowed professorships are important for recognizing faculty for 
their scholarly work, for enhancing the university’s intellectual and 
learning environment and for improving our university-community 
collaborative efforts,” said Daboval.

The McNeese Foundation currently has 84 endowed professorships 
and has received matching funds for four new professorships. For more 
information on endowed professorships and to see a list of  current 
professorships, visit www.mcneesefoundation.org. 

Making a Difference 
with Professorships

Faculty Colloquia 
Series Set

American gangsters, Louisiana women and utilizing 
popular media in the classroom are just a few of  the 
topics to be presented during the 2009-2010 Faculty 
Colloquia Series at McNeese State University. 

This series is co-sponsored by the McNeese Alumni 
Association and the Write to Excellence Center 
to promote faculty writing on campus and to the 
community as part of  the Quality Enhancement Plan 
for the university. The presentations are held from 2-4 
p.m. on Thursdays in the Stream Alumni Center and are 
open free to the public.  

The 2009-2010 schedule will feature:

Frazar Memorial Library, Sept. 17—Walt Fontane, 
reference librarian, “But He Was Good to His Mother:  
Researching and Writing about Gangsters in America.”

College of Science, Oct. 8—Dr. Karen Aucoin, 
professor of mathematics, “Introducing Students to the 
Joy of Mathematical Discovery.”

College of Business, Nov. 19 – Dr. Andrew Foshee, 
professor of economics, “Troy Cauley – The First 
Agrarian Economist.”

College of Nursing (Parra Ballroom), Jan. 28—Twila 
Sterling, assistant professor of nursing, “Recruitment 
and Retention of High Schools Seniors into Nursing in 
Calcasieu Parish.”

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology, 
Feb. 18 – Dr. Ning Zhang, assistant professor of 
mechanical engineering, “Low-Reynolds Number 
Simulation for Flow over a Flapping Wing: Comparisons 
to Measurement Data.”

Burton College of Education, March 18– Dr. Dena 
Matzenbacher, associate professor and head of the 
psychology department, “Utilizing Popular Media in the 
Classroom.”

College of Liberal Arts, April 29–Dr. Janet Allured 
associate professor of history and director of the 
Women’s Studies Program, “Louisiana Women: Their 
Lives and Times.”

Dr. Ron Darbeau
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McNeese Committed to 
NCAA Rules of  Compliance

There are many NCAA rules that apply to McNeese alumni 
and boosters regarding the recruitment and enrollment of  
student-athletes, and these groups are expected to comply with all 
bylaws, regulations and policies of  the NCAA. 

McNeese appreciates the interest and support of  its Cowboy 
fans, but the university is committed to ethical conduct and rules 
compliance. Any inappropriate contact or an unintentional action 
on a fan’s part can jeopardize a prospect or student-athlete’s 
eligibility and can cause McNeese to be severely penalized.

For more information about the rules or if  there are any 
questions concerning NCAA rules, contact Bridget Martin, 
associate athletics director, senior women’s administrator and 
athletics compliance coordinator, at (337) 475-5296 or online at 
bmartin@mcneese.edu or log on to www.mcneesesports.com 
and click on compliance. 

College of  Business Alumni Chapter 
The McNeese College of  Business Alumni Chapter invites all 
COB graduates and their families to join the chapter  at the Billy 
Navarre Chevrolet/Honda/Hyundai Bar-B-Que Tailgate Party 
at the Sept. 5 game at 5:30 p.m. as a special guests of  Billy Na-
varre. Passes are limited and must be reserved in advance by call-
ing the McNeese Alumni Office at 475-5232 or by e-mail request 
to Stephanie@mcneesealumni.com.

Support Your University —
Give to the Annual Fund

The Alumni Annual Fund drive is currently underway. 
Donations help support  university and alumni association 
programs. You can donate by calling the alumni office at (337) 
475-5232 or 1-800-475-ALUM.

Moby Goodwin, left, president of  the McNeese Alumni Association’s 
Board of  Directors, presents the 2009 Distinguished Faculty Award to 
Dr. Betty Robertson.

Robertson Receives Distinguished 
Faculty Award in Service

Dr. Betty Robertson, service-learning coordinator and associate 
professor of  nutrition and family studies at McNeese, is the 
recipient of  the 2009 Distinguished Faculty Award in Service 
presented by the McNeese Alumni Association. 

Dr. Robertson was recognized for her extensive service both in 
the community and with students at McNeese.

An outstanding teacher in the field of  family and child studies, 
Robertson joined the McNeese nutrition and family studies 
department in 1984 as an assistant professor and director of  
child development and became an associate professor in 1995. 
In addition to her teaching duties, she serves on numerous 
departmental, college and university committees and she 
participates in professional organizations at the local, state and 
national level. She recently received an endowed professorship 
in science to develop an interdisciplinary McNeese Council on 
Family Relations and Scholarly Forum.

As a long-time advocate of  community service, Robertson 
implemented the pedagogy of  service-learning—designing 
projects that allow students to achieve academic objectives—
into her classroom. She believes that service-learning combines 
rigorous academic study with community service, which enhances 
the process of  critical thinking and reflection structured in the 
service tasks for students.

“Learning through serving facilitates students’ personal 
growth as well as provides lifelong commitment to service and 
leadership,” said Robertson. 

Because of  her interest and work with service-learning, 
Robertson was named the university’s service-learning 
coordinator in 2006. She has worked hard to build awareness of  
service-learning among McNeese faculty and in turn encourage 
faculty members to incorporate service-learning into their 
coursework. McNeese has received over $100,000 in service-
learning grants from the UL System to fund several projects 
developed by faculty for the classroom.

McNeese 2009 Football Schedule
Sept. 5 ......... Henderson State  .............................7 p.m.
Sept. 12 ....... at Appalachian State ...................2:30 p.m.
Sept. 19 ....... Savannah State ................................7 p.m.
Sept. 26 ....... at Tulane ......................................2:30 p.m.
Oct. 3 ........... Open
Oct. 10 ......... at Stephen F. Austin..........................6 p.m.
Oct. 17 ......... Northwestern State (HC) ..................7 p.m.
Oct. 24 ......... Southeastern Louisiana  ...................6 p.m.
Oct. 31 ......... at Nicholls State ...............................1 p.m.
Nov. 7 .......... Sam Houston State ..........................7 p.m.
Nov. 14 ........ at Texas State ...................................6 p.m.
Nov. 21 ........ Central Arkansas ..............................7 p.m.
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McNeese fans 
will catch the 
Green Wave to 
the New Orleans 

Superdome to watch their Cowboys play the Tulane Green 
Wave in football at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26. 

The McNeese Alumni Association is planning a pre-game 
event at the Royal Sonesta Hotel located on the corner of  
Bourbon Street and Bienville Avenue. A block of  rooms has 
been reserved for Cowboy fans and supporters at a rate of  $149 
a night plus tax, with a required two-night stay. The normal 
room rate is $269 a night.

To reserve a room or for more information, contact the 
McNeese Alumni Office at (337) 475-5232 or 1-800-475-
ALUM. Credit card information will be taken at that time. 

McNeese Alumni Association
Box 90775
Lake Charles, LA 70609
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University to Honor John McNeese
To honor the namesake of  McNeese State University, a statute of  John 

McNeese has been commissioned by an anonymous donor to recognize the 
contributions of  this outstanding educator from Southwest Louisiana. 

The sculpture is part of  a plan to redesign an area next to Smith Hall. 
Sculptor for this project is Janie Stine LaCroix of  Houston, Texas, who is 
known as a master in both human and the animal form of  bronze sculpture. 
She is a native of  Sulphur.

McNeese served as a teacher, parish school board member and 
superintendent of  education for Calcasieu schools in the late 1800s, and his 
ideas on how to fund public education not only for Calcasieu Parish but also 
for the entire state would make him one of  the most influential contributors to 
the development of  education in the state.  

As McNeese nears its 75th anniversary, it seems fitting to recognize such an 
important figure in the history of  the university. 

 “McNeese has always been proud of  the fact that we are only one of  a 
handful of  universities in the nation that is named after an educator, rather than 
a philanthropist or a politician,” explained Alumni Director Joyce Patterson.

“John McNeese was largely responsible for seeing that the provision for local 
governmental units to have the power to levy property taxes for the support 
of  schools was added to the new constitution during the 1898 constitutional 
convention,” said Patterson. 

“He also devised a new system of  school reports that was adopted for 
statewide use, and for the first time, a system of  uniform textbooks became 
the rule,” she added.  “McNeese was able to pay higher salaries and could 
hire better qualified teachers for his schools. During his 23-year tenure, he 
drastically changed the educational system and was fondly called the ‘Father of  
Louisiana Education.’”

Catch the 
Green 
Wave

to the 
Superdome 


