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Homecoming Brings 
Back Memories 
It’s not every day that you see a conga line winding 
through McNeese campus or downtown Ryan 
Street, but back in the 1950s, you could see it at 
least once a year, and one of  those drumming to 
the beat was Kalil Ieyoub, now vice president of  
administration and student affairs at McNeese, 
but then just a chemistry student working for a 
bachelor’s degree.

Over the past half-century, Ieyoub, who celebrated his 
50th year as a McNeese alum this year, has seen his university grow from a small college in the 
middle of  farmland into a 121-acre main campus, with a 503-acre Farm, a 65-acre athletic plant, 
student apartment complexes, the Louisiana Environmental Research Center, Burton Coliseum 
and Cowboy Stadium. Enrollment is nearly four times larger than it was during Ieyoub’s student 
tenure, and the dirt roads of  Ryan Street have long been paved and surrounded with hundreds 
of  Lake Charles businesses. There is one element of  campus life that has remained unchanged, 
however: The fervor of  Homecoming.

“Homecoming was a big thing in the 50s. On Fridays, school would let out so the students could 
go to the pep rally in what is now the Memorial Gym. The cheerleaders, band and football team 
would be there and the students would cheer them on,” Ieyoub said. “After the pep rally, some of  
the band members would take their instruments, form a conga line and snake through campus. 
There weren’t as many buildings back then, so they could go through the classrooms. Students and 
faculty would join the conga line, then we’d go downtown and do the same thing for businesses  
on Ryan Street.”

Members of  the community would often join the line – an activity that lasted all of  Friday   
afternoon. Even bigger than Friday afternoon, however, was the Homecoming parade on      
Saturday. According to Ieyoub, students would spend weeks working on their floats, many of       
which had moving parts other than the wheels. After the parade was “the game,” which was   
a huge event at Wildcat Stadium.

Ieyoub also reminisces about his days in the military-issued Quonset hut that served as the 
university’s student union before there was an Old Ranch, or even a fifth building, on campus.

“The Quonset hut had ping-pong, a card table and a concession,” Ieyoub said. When 
Holbrook Student Union was built in the mid-1950s, it was the talk of  campus. “We held all 
our socials in there. It was a very big deal to have a student union with air conditioning. I can 
still see the girls in their long gowns and the boys in their tuxedos and suits, dancing.”
 
Ieyoub said the student representative body of  1958 had grandiose plans for McNeese, such 
as a campus radio station. Unfortunately, the student government had little access to funds. 
Today, the SGA receives a portion of  student assessment fees every semester. 
  
“The student government is much more sophisticated now than it was then,” Ieyoub said. “But                            
some things haven’t changed.” 
  
Ieyoub said McNeese was a close-knit community when he was a student in the 50s, with faculty 
who were ready and willing to help – an attribute that still holds true today.
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Vice President of  Administration and Student Affairs 

Kalil Ieyoub talks to current SGA President Morgan Verrette.
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Homecoming 2008
“The Cowboy Way”

Monday, Oct. 13-25
Paint the Town Blue and Gold encourages local businesses 
surrounding the campus to fly special homecoming flags from the 
MSU Alumni Association during Homecoming Week Oct. 18-25.

Saturday, Oct. 18
The 28th annual Ladies Champagne Bingo will be held from      
11 a.m.-1 p.m. in Parra Ballroom.
This year’s theme is “Saddle Up” and tickets must be bought in 
advance. 

Tuesday, Oct. 21
Reception to be held honoring Alumni Past Presidents at McNeese 
President’s home.

Thursday, Oct. 23
MSU Homecoming Parade will roll down Ryan Street to Cowboy 
Stadium, followed by a pep rally and a fireworks display sponsored 
by the McNeese Alumni Association.

Friday, Oct. 24
Alumni and Friends Golf  Tournament will be held at Mallard 
Cove with a noon shotgun start. Format is a 4-man scramble.

Saturday, Oct. 25
Pre-game activities in the Alumni Grove from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.  
with music by “City Heat.”  Must have Rowdy Card and photo ID 
to enter Grove.

Homecoming Game—McNeese vs. Nicholls State at 7 p.m.
in Cowboy Stadium.

2008-2009
Corporate & Associate 
Sponsors

Corporate
Cameron State Bank
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
First Federal Bank of  Louisiana
L’Auberge du Lac Casino Resort
Lake Charles Coca-Cola
Lake Charles Toyota
Lake Charles Rubber & Gasket Co.
Louisiana Tank, Inc.
McNeese Federal Credit Union
Meyer & Associates, Inc.
Powell Timber
Surgicare of  Lake Charles
W.G. Ragley Lumber Company
Wendy’s
Westlake Chemical Corporation
Women and Children’s Hospital

Associate 
Dr. A.T. Ordinario, Jr., LLC
Dr. Eric Sanders, DDS
Gordon Drug Store
McElroy, Quirk & Burch, APC
Partners in Physical Therapy
Scalisi, Myers & White, APC

McNeese Alumni/
PetroChem 
Tailgate Events

Everyone attending the McNeese 
Alumni/PetroChem tailgate 
event before each home football 
game in the Alumni Grove will be 
required to show a drivers license 
or an official photo ID in order 
to receive an entry band. Current 
members of  each organization are 
also reminded to bring their entry 
ticket or Rowdy Card with them. 
Hundreds of  Cowboy fans gather 
in the Alumni Grove for food, 
drinks and music prior to kickoff  
at Cowboy Stadium. 
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The McNeese Alumni 
Association will present two 
prestigious awards at a reception 
Nov. 7 at the Stream Alumni 
Center. The recipients will then 
be honored during halftime 
of  the McNeese vs. Stephen F. 
Austin football game at 7 p.m. 
Nov. 8 in Cowboy Stadium.

Dr. Sam Andrews, an 
endocrinologist and director 
of  the diabetes program at 
Ochsner Medical Center in 
New Orleans as well as co-
author of  the best-selling book, 
“Sugar Busters,” has been 
named the 2008 Distinguished 
Alumnus. 

This award is the highest 
award presented by the 
McNeese Alumni Association, 
which recognizes individual 
achievement by graduates who 
have distinguished themselves in 
their chosen field of  endeavor 
and whose work appropriately 
reflects on the university.

Andrews entered McNeese in 
the summer of  1960, and after 
his 1962 spring semester, he 
was accepted into the medical 

program of  the Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences 
Center where he earned his 
medical degree. Following 
graduation, he completed his 
internship and residency at 
Charity Hospital in New Orleans 
and completed an endocrinology 
fellowship at LSU. 

He has been on staff  at Ochsner 
Medical Center since January 
2006 and has directed the 
diabetes program since May. 
He is board certified in internal 
medicine and endocrinology 
and his specialties include 
thyroid nodules, thyroid 
ultrasound, metabolic syndrome 
and diabetes. 

Andrews has authored many 
publications, participated in 
several drug studies in the field 
of  endocrinology and served as 
a member of  the LSU Medical 
Center Pancreatic Transplant 
Team. He is a fellow in the 
American College of  Physicians 
and the American College of  
Endocrinology. 

He is also well known as one 
of  the four co-authors, which 

includes three doctors, of  the 
popular “Sugar Busters” diet 
book that came out in the late 
1990s. This low-sugar, high-
fiber diet book topped the 
bestseller lists from New York 
to Los Angeles. He has also 
co-authored the “Quick and 
Easy Cookbook,” the revised 
and updated “The New Sugar 
Busters” book and  “Sugar 
Busters for Kids.”  

Michael (Mike) P. 
Terranova, a certified public 
accountant and partner in the 
firm of  Terranova and Prejean 
in Lake Charles, has been 
named the recipient of  the 2008 
Distinguished Service Award. 

This alumni award recognizes an 
alumnus who has given years of  
personal and professional service 
to the alumni association and the 
university.

He received his accounting 
degree from McNeese in 
1976.  He served as an officer 
and member of  the McNeese 
Alumni Board of  Directors 
from 1996-2007. He served as 
alumni president in 2001 during 

which time he oversaw the new 
design of  the Rowdy mascot 
and costume, established the 
McNeese Mavericks volunteer 
program, instituted the Golden 
Scholars Reunion Weekend 
and helped to create and obtain 
funding for the new position of  
assistant alumni director. 

Terranova was a founding 
member of  the McNeese 
Tip-Off  Club and is currently 
a member of  the McNeese 
Foundation, McNeese 
Quarterback Club, and Alumni 
Diamond Donor.  He served as 
an alumni liaison to the MSU 
Foundation Board of  Directors  
and to the McNeese Faculty 
Athletic Committee.  

He serves as a director of  First 
Federal Bank of  Louisiana, 
treasurer of  Christus-St. 
Patrick Hospital Foundation, 
and a member of  the Board 
of  Directors for the Krewe of  
Contraband.  He also served on 
the Lake Charles High School 
Memorial Committee.  

The McNeese 1958 Gulf  States Conference championship 
track and field team will celebrate its 50th anniversary 
reunion Oct. 9-10. The 1958 track and field team, coached 
by Wayne Hanson, won the only conference track and field 
championship in the university’s history. Members of  that 
team also won the 1956 and 1957 GSC cross country 
titles. Of  the original 22 team members, 20 are expected 
to attend and seven of  those will be traveling from Canada. 
Information concerning the reunion can be obtained by calling 
John Perrodin at 478-8963.

Two Alumni 
Presented with 

Prestigious Awards

Dr. Sam Andrews Michael (Mike) P. Terranova
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Rowdy Card Offers 
Benefits to Alumni
The Rowdy Card program established 
through the McNeese Alumni Association 
offers several benefits to MSU alumni 
who donate at least $50 to the McNeese 
Alumni Annual Fund Drive. 

“This program is an excellent way for us 
to partner with area businesses, promote 
their services and at the same time 
provide alumni with great discounts, ” 
according to Joyce Patterson, McNeese 
alumni director.  

These local businesses have joined with 
the alumni association to support the 
Rowdy Card program. Some restrictions 
apply. For more information go online at 
www.McNeeseAlumni.com.

ACTS Theater

A Daisy A Day

Diamond Durrell’s

Gordon Drug Store

Kajun Monograms

McNeese Bookstore & McNeese 
Connection

McNeese Federal Credit Union

McNeese Frazar Library

McNeese Theatre

Retro-Sports

Special Touch Therapeutic 
Massage

The Frame House and Gallery

Villa Décor

Wagon Wheel Burgers and More

The McNeese Alumni Association sponsors 
several popular events each spring. These 
include (clockwise): the annual crawfish boil 
held in Burton Coliseum; the luau fundraiser 
sponsored by the MSU Mavericks which 
supports educational activities for local 
youth; and the Golden Scholar Reunion 
Weekend held in conjunction with Spring 
Commencement. This spring’s reunion 
recognized the Class of  1958.
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McNeese alumni gathered across the country 
to enjoy fellowship and lots of  food at 
alumni roundups scheduled throughout the 
spring and summer. MSU alumni staff  and 
administrators met with alumni in Little Rock, 
Ark.; Washington, D.C., where MSU Alumni 
Director Joyce Patterson visited with Laura 
Bishop, granddaughter of  MSU’s founder, 
John McNeese; Houston, Texas; Atlanta, Ga.; 
and Austin, Texas. 
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Fulbright Scholars Enrich Student Knowledge

Students at McNeese have benefited from the global experiences and scholarly knowledge 
of  the university’s Fulbright Scholars since 1988, when Dr. Sigrid Novak, McNeese’s first 
Fulbright, conducted research and lectured at the University of  Hamburg in Germany.

Twelve Fulbrights have followed. Current and former McNeese faculty members have 
lectured and conducted research in locales such as the University of  Athens, Universidad de 
Los Andes in Venezuela, George Enescu University of  the Arts in Romania, Kigali Institute 
of  Science and Technology in Rwanda, the Academy of  Music in Vienna, University of  
Cardiff  in Wales, and Yonsei University in South Korea, among others.

The Fulbright Scholar Program, established in 1946 under legislation introduced by the late 
Sen. J. William Fulbright of  Arkansas, sends 850 U.S. faculty and professionals abroad each 
year to lecture and conduct research in a wide variety of  fields. The program operates in 
more than 150 countries worldwide. The Fulbright Scholars Program is sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of  State, Bureau of  Educational and Cultural Affairs, and is administered 
by the Council for International Exchange of  Scholars.

Faculty Colloquia Program Promotes Academics

The McNeese Alumni Association will again collaborate with the Write to Excellence 
Center to bring to the McNeese community the 2008-2009 Faculty Colloquia series.

Through the Faculty Colloquia series, one faculty member from each of  the university’s six 
colleges presents a topic in a specific area of  expertise. The presentations are held from 2-4 
p.m. on Thursdays throughout both semesters in the Stream Alumni Center and are open 
and free to the public. 

The 2008-09 schedule will feature:

Burton College of Education, Thursday, Sept. 18 – Dr. Reba Powers, assistant professor of teacher 
education, “Embracing a Will to Excellence: Nurturing Writing in Early Childhood.”

College of Liberal Arts, Thursday, Oct. 16 – Gerry Wubben, professor of art, “My Work:  A 
Retrospective.”

College of Business, Thursday, Nov. 20 – Dr. Cam Caldwell, director of the Master of Business 
Administration program, “Ethical Issues in International Business.”

College of Engineering and Engineering Technology, Thursday, Feb. 19 – Dr. Fred Denny, associate 
professor of electrical engineering, “Power Markets and Energy Policy Issues.”

College of Nursing, Thursday, March 19 – Dr. Ann Warner, assistant professor of nursing, 
“Experiences of Family Caregivers for Adults with Oxygen Dependent Chronic Obstruction 
Pulmonary Disease.”

College of Science, Thursday, April 23 – Dr. Harry Meyer, associate professor of biological science, 
“Water Bears: Cute and Cuddly Microorganisms.”

A Commitment To Academics

Dr. Henry Sirgo, professor 
of  political science at 
McNeese State University, 
spent 10 months at Yonsei 
University in Seoul, 
Korea, as a Fulbright 
Scholar. Sirgo is the 
seventh faculty member in 
the department of  liberal 
arts to be awarded a 
Fulbright. He is pictured 
here in Seodaemun-Gu, 
South Korea.

McNeese has four core values, 
which are considered the compass 

for the institution’s long-range goals 
and strategies. The core values impact all 
areas of university operations, including 
institutional planning, budgetary 
decisions, departmental plans and 
progress reports.  The first of these 
four core values is a commitment to 
academics.

A university can’t measure its 
commitment to academics on the 
strength of its curriculum alone. Solid 
faculty instruction is a centerpiece to 
academic excellence that stretches 
outside the classroom door and reaches 
into labs, business offices, presentation 
panels, speaker’s podiums and other 
avenues that empower a university’s 
ability to offer a premiere academic 
experience for faculty and students.

For McNeese, a commitment to academics 
is demonstrated through such elements 
as our faculty colloquia, student research 
grants, Fulbright scholarships, diversified 
staff, dual enrollment programs, and 
curriculum for adult learners. 

A commitment to academics means 
strengthening several corners of your 
faculty environment so that faculty are 
knowledgeable and skilled enough to 
guide students to the next milestone of 
their lives: College graduation.

Business Graduates 
To Form Chapter
Calling all area graduates from 
the College of Business. If you’re 
interested in joining a Lake Area 
College of Business Alumni chapter, 
contact the MSU Alumni Office at 
475-5232 or by e-mail at stephanie@
mcneesealumni.com. 
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Diverse Faculty Grows
McNeese’s faculty roster continues to 
grow and diversify at the university. This 
fall, several new faculty members will 
walk the halls in each of  the six colleges. 

Some are proud McNeese graduates 
and others have chosen Southwest 
Louisiana from places as near as 
Mississippi and as far as Warsaw. 

Incoming faculty include graduates 
from Tianjin University in Tianjin, 
China; the Academy of  Catholic 
Theology in Warsaw, Poland; 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, 
Penn.; Kansas State University; the 
University of  Southern Mississippi; 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore; 
and Washington State University. 

Students will benefit from the diverse 
backgrounds and ideas that each new 
professor brings to the classroom.

CORE VALUES

CAll Program 

Higher education should be made available to as many people as reasonably possible – 
that’s just one aspect of  demonstrating a commitment to academics. Through the new 
Continuum for All Louisiana Learners (CALL) program, McNeese has joined the ranks of  
higher education institutions that have developed something specifically for adult learners 
who want to earn a college degree, but can’t attend traditional classes. 

Beginning this fall, students can earn a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice completely 
online through the CALL program – the first of  many online degree programs the 
university hopes to offer. CALL students pay the same amount of  tuition and receive the 
same interactive instruction as other students. The only difference is, CALL students are 
sitting at their home computer, instead of  a classroom desk. 

Online learning has become an effective tool for those who don’t have the option of  the 
traditional classroom experience, and McNeese is proud to offer such an alternative to its non-
traditional students.

Dual Enrollment Program Continues to Grow

A study by Columbia University found that students who participated in dual enrollment 
in high school had significant higher cumulative college GPAs than their peers. McNeese 
has a very active dual enrollment program and it continues to grow.

Dual enrollment allows high school juniors and seniors to earn credit for college courses 
before they officially enroll as college freshmen. The program has more than quadrupled in 
enrollment from its humble beginning of  50 students in 1999. 

“The program was started in Beauregard Parish, at the request of  the school system 
administration, and it was such a success that other parishes followed,” Betty Anderson, director 
of  continuing education, said. These include Allen, Calcasieu and Jeff  Davis parishes.

Courses are offered in education, history, 
psychology, engineering, math and nursing, and 
the program has recently partnered with the Lake 
Charles-Boston Academy of  Learning as a venue 
for high school students to attend classes.

“We are excited about the growth, and hope to 
offer a chemistry course in the spring,” Anderson said.

19%

19%

15%

11%

4%

32%

Undergraduate Degrees Awarded by Major in ‘06-’07
Business  ......................................................19%
Liberal Studies/General Studies .........19%
Nursing/Allied Health Professionals ..15%
Education ....................................................11%
Engineering .................................................. 4%
All other majors ........................................32%

McNeese Alumni Annual Fund
Yes, I support the McNeese State University Annual Fund

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Class year: _____________________________________________________________

Amount of contribution enclosed: __________________________________________

Please make your check payable to McNeese Alumni and mail to:
McNeese Alumni Association
Box 90775
Lake Charles, LA 70609

Alumni Gift Levels
  Diamond $250 or more  /  Sapphire $100-$249  /  Golden $99-$50  /  Active $49 or less
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Two Programs to Prepare 
Incoming Freshmen

The transition to college can be daunting for 
incoming freshmen. In response, the university 
has developed two initiatives to help freshmen 
succeed in the classroom-- Freshman Foundations 
101, a section of  mandatory courses for first-year 
students that are designed to help them succeed 
in their college careers, and Write to Excellence, 
a writing initiative that will improve a student’s 
ability to write effectively in their dicispline.

Taught by faculty in each discipline, FFND 101 
is designed to help students develop effective study and time management skills, 
learn the language of  their chosen disciplines and utilize campus resources. Mentored by 
undergraduate peers, students will learn to navigate the collegiate landscape successfully 
under the guidance of  experienced faculty and students.  

Students have also been introduced to the campus-wide writing initiative. By using the 
Write to Excellence Center, students will research and explore their areas of  study and 
begin to articulate issues related to their majors with the help of  qualified tutors who can 
assist with discipline specific writing assignments.

Student Success

Initiatives to Improve 
Student Success 

Student success means helping MSU 
students evolve from first-time freshmen 
to McNeese alumni. Graduation is 
considered the pivotal moment that 
illustrates the university’s achievement 
in one of its most important core 
values. McNeese’s mission to boost 
students through college is fueled 
by the students themselves, and 
the caliber of students admitted to 
McNeese continues to shine. In 2007, 
for example, the ACT average for 
McNeese students was higher than 
the state average and equal to the 
national average. 

Recent studies also indicate that 
improving access to McNeese is very 
important. According to current 
statistics, 69 out of 100 9th graders will 
graduate from high school. Of those, 37 
will enter college within two years, and 
only 14 will earn a degree in six years. 
Luckily, Louisiana universities recognize 
that this number has room for growth 
and has offered opportunities like 
TOPs (Taylor Opportunity Program for 
Students) to place a college education 
within reach for more students.

Locally, McNeese has launched numerous 
endeavors to improve student retention 
and student success. These programs, and 
perhaps more in the future, will continue 
to provide opportunities for success for 
our future MSU alumni.

Students 
Graduated or enrolled in four years: 51%
.... In six years: 46%
Percent @ top of  high school class: 35%
Average high school GPA: 3.16
Fifty percent of  students have ACT score between 19-23
Majoring in business: 19%
Majoring in liberal arts: 19%
Majoring in nursing: 15%
Majoring in education: 11%
Majoring in engineering: 4%
Majoring in something else: 32%
Freshmen living on campus: 22%

Demographics
Men: 39%

Women: 61%
White: 75%

Af-Am: 18%
Other: 6%

Unknown: 1%
From La.: 90%

U.S.: 7%
Foreign: 3%

Average Age: 23
Older than 25: 20%

Costs
In-state tuition for undergraduate full-time 

students, per year: $2,226
Cost of  books, transportation and other

 expenses for full-time students, per year: $4,361
Room and board costs, per year: $3,460

Required fees, not included
 in tuition, per year: $1,036

Total: $11,083

What you didn’t
know about 

McNeese Students

The McNeese Alumni Association scooped up some 
ice cream for over 70 MSU freshmen and transfer 
students who attended this summer’s inaugural 
Cowboy Camp. These students took a crash course 
on what it means to become a McNeese Cowboy, 
learning about MSU history and traditions before 
they set foot in a classroom or attended their first 
Cowboy football game in “the hole.”
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The McNeese Student Alumni Association (SAA) 
is a service-oriented organization whose purpose 
is to support the activities of  the McNeese Alumni 
Association. SAA members help staff  alumni events, 
where they can meet and network with McNeese 
graduates. They also promote the university and 
serve as a bridge between students and alumni. 
If  you would like to recommend a student, contact 
Stephanie Clark, assistant alumni director, at 
(337) 475-5943 or by e-mail at stephanie@
mcneesealumni.com. 

CORE VALUES

New Math lab to 
Improve Performance

In an effort to improve student success in 
math performance, McNeese has replaced 
the traditional three-hour lecture course in 
Math 113 with two hours of  lecture and two 
hours in a new mathematics computer lab 
in Room 201 of  Kirkman Hall.

According to Sid Bradley, department 
head in the department of  mathematics, 
computer science and statistics, the goals 
of  the math lab are to retain and assist 
students so they can eventually join the 
rank of  alumni.

“We want McNeese students to succeed 
in math and science and graduate in a 
timely manner,” he said. “We think the 
combination of  classroom instruction and 
technology will produce improvements in 
the pass rates for our students.”

Student Research Awards 
Provide Opportunities
Through its $1,000 individual undergraduate 
student research awards, the McNeese Alumni 
Association provides fuel for the momentum of  
student and faculty knowledge and innovation. 
These awards are given to students in the College 
of  Science who want to perform faculty-guided 

research on a project that has the potential to impact 
their fields and, in turn, the local and global community.

This year’s 10 alumni association research grants were awarded for projects on whitetail deer 
populations, career options in family and child studies, cluster computing in computer science 
and information, the effects of  alligator serum on weanlings pigs and other sophisticated science 
research projects.

The research awards are part of  the alumni association’s continued mission to help McNeese 
retain its best and brightest students, according to Joyce Patterson, alumni director, as well as 
funding research that will have a positive impact on the community.

McNeese student Devin Gandy, of  Orange, Texas, teamed with Dr. Chip LeMieux, assistant 
professor and head of  the Harold and Pearl Dripps Department of  Agricultural Sciences, on the 
project “Effect of  American Alligator Serum on Immunoglobulin Levels of  Weanlings Pigs.”

This project involved studying the effect of  using alligator serum and antibiotics on suckling pigs.  
“At McNeese, a chemistry professor is studying alligator blood as a possible source of  a new type 
of  human antibiotic. Alligators have shown that they are able to heal quickly in contaminated 
environments,” said LeMieux. “More and more human antibiotics are becoming less effective. 
This is the case in the raising of  baby pigs. Antibiotics are used in feed when weaning the babies, 
but during this transition, they are susceptible to bad infections. Research conducted on the 
effect of  alligator serum introduced into the feed and the results have been positive.”   

LeMieux said the undergraduate student alumni research awards allow both faculty and 
students the opportunity to work with each other on scientific projects. “We encourage our 
students in this department to get involved in research. These awards provided by the alumni 
association help us recruit undergraduate students that are interested in learning more in their 
fields of  study.”

Raphiel F. Heard of  Grand Chenier worked with Dr. William Dees, assistant professor of  
biological science, on a study of  gram-negative bacteria that possesses an inner and outer 
membrane with a CDE Efflux Pump that is partially responsible for causing increased resistance 
to certain antibiotics. This team investigated the possibility of  finding an antibody that might 
bind to this pump, and if  successful, provide a new and effective vaccine and treatment.

Heard was one of  two students selected for a 10-week medical research internship at the 
Uniformed Services University of  the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md., last summer. In 
Maryland, Heard worked on infectious disease research, where he learned cutting-edge 
microbiological techniques and participated in an ongoing research project on a protein that 
bacteria use to become resistant to antibiotics. 

“When I was a kid, I wanted to be a family doctor, but after I spent time in Bethesda, 
I started wondering if  I would enjoy medical research,” Heard said. “With this 
undergraduate research award from the alumni association, I was able to continue my 
interest in medical research here at McNeese.” 

Other recipients included: Chris St. Romain of  New Orleans, agricultural sciences; 
Demetria Brooks of  Lake Charles and Kari Fontenot of  Sulphur, nutrition and family 
studies; Andrew C. Duplechin of  DeRidder, biological and environmental sciences; 
Alex Vinson of  Lake Charles, computer science/computer information; Anushoba 
Regmi of  Nepal, chemistry; James Sampson of  Sulphur, physics; and Sheila Lowery of  
Sulphur, mathematics. 
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Fiscal Responsibility

The third core value of  McNeese is fiscal responsibility, 
which involves planning and budgeting for the university’s 
annual operation.

The Legislative appropriation to McNeese for 2008-09 is 
over $45 million, which is the second year in a row that 
the university has received 100 percent formula funding 
since 1981.  This means more funding for vacant faculty and 
staff  positions and raises to keep quality faculty, which reiterates 
McNeese’s commitment to academics and student success.

College tuition in Louisiana is among the lowest in the nation and 
McNeese ranks 8th in tuition costs in the University of  Louisiana 
System, which is comprised of  eight universities. McNeese 
continues to provide academic excellence at an affordable price.

Over the next 16 to 18 months, over $50 million dollars in 
construction and renovation projects will be taking place on the 
MSU campus. Among the projects are:

Shearman Fine Arts 
Building--$21.1 million 
project is underway with new 
additions to include a recital 
hall, classrooms, practice 
facilities, faculty offices 
and work areas, and then 
renovations will begin to 
the existing building.

Kaufman Hall--this $4.9 
million renovation project 

will begin in summer 2009 and 
will include painting, replacement 
of  heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning system, lighting, ceilings, 
flooring and fire alarm system, as 
well as energy efficient upgrades and 
renovations to bathrooms to bring 
them to ADA compliance.

Frasch Hall Annex--$6.9 million in 
renovations and repairs to include 
energy efficient upgrades, mold 
remediation and repairs or replacement 
of  the HVAC system. 

Frazar Memorial Library--$6.2 
million renovation to begin spring 
2009 and include slab repairs and 
replacement of  HVAC system, 
ceilings, lighting, flooring, painting 
and upgrading of  elevator. 

Alpha Hall--$1.1 million project to 
renovate, repair and refurbish the 
building to convert into offices. 

The university has 
also made several land acquisitions to 
expand its physical space. These include: 
the former Miller House of  Sports building on Common Street; 
the former One-Hour Martinizing Cleaner on Ryan Street 
across from the campus; apartments on the corner of  Sale Road 
and Common Street.

There are a number of  Campus 
Appearance Projects that have 
recently been completed or are 
underway. These projects are 
funded by student assessments or a 
combination of  private funds and 
state funds. Some of  these are:

• refurbishing and renovating 
of  the Old Ranch–this is 
underway;

• renovation and redesign 
of  the quadrangle–this is a 
$1 million project funded by 
student-assessed fees, which 
includes new sidewalks and 
drainage, and scheduled to 
begin this fall;

• new campus street signs–this 
was also a project funded 
by student-assessed fees; 

• a new entrance sign 
at Ryan and McNeese 
streets;

• a statue of  John 
McNeese is part of  a plan 
to redesign an area next 
to Smith Hall.

Fiscal Responsibility
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Order Cowboy 
Merchandise
McNeese alumni can 
now order their Cowboy 
merchandise online at http://
mcneesecowboystore.com 
from the MSU Bookstore. You 
will receive a confirmation 
e-mail the same day of your 
order and your items will be 
shipped UPS within two days. 
You can also order with a credit 
card on this secure site. 

For more information or to 
inquire about items not on the 
Web site, call 1-800-622-3352 
ext. 5491. 

Career Services 
Posts Jobs Online 
McNeese alumni can go 
online at MSU’s Career 
Services Center to view job 
postings from businesses 
or to post their resumes for 
prospective employers.

Alumni can go to www.
mcneese.edu/career and 
click on Cowboy Job Link to 
view posted part-time or full-
time jobs while businesses 
can view posted resumes 
for potential employees 
or schedule on-campus 
interviews with the center.

For more information, contact 
MSU Career Services Center 
at (337) 475-5612 or go to 
careers@mcneese.edu.

Trip to France 
Planned for Alumni 
and Friends
The McNeese Alumni 
Association is partnering with 
several Louisiana universities 
in the spring to offer a trip to 
Paris, France, for alumni, family 
and friends. The Paris trip is 
scheduled for April 10-18, 2009.

Paris is a city of history, 
romance and culture, whose 
very name conjures up a 
multitude of wondrous 
images, said Joyce Patterson, 
alumni director. Some of the 
tour’s highlights will include 
the world-famous Eiffel 
Tower, the Gothic cathedral 
of Notre Dame, the Louvre 
Museum and the magnificent 
Palace of Versailles, as well as 
the beaches of Normandy, 
the Loire Valley with its 
beautiful castles and France’s 
Champagne Country.

“This trip will provide 
numerous educational 
opportunities for our alumni
and friends,” said Patterson.

For more information, contact 
the MSU Alumni Office at 
475-5232 or 1-800-475-
ALUM or go online at www.
McNeeseAlumni.com.

Classnotes Online
McNeese alumni can now 
submit their classnotes online 
at www.mcneesealumni.com/
classnote.asp. You can now 
keep up with old classmates, 
as well as keep the alumni 
association up-to-date on your 
career and your location. 

Prestige License 
Plates Offered
McNeese alumni can support 
their alma mater by purchasing 
the McNeese prestige license 
plate. The cost of the official 
Louisiana plate is $26 above 
the regular, biennial vehicle 
registration fee – and all 
but $1 of the surcharge will 
be returned by the State 
of Louisiana to the school’s 
scholarship fund. The MSU 
Alumni Association has raised 
over $90,000 for scholarships 
through this program. 

To order, call the Department 
of Motor Vehicles’ toll free 
line at 1-877-368-5463 or go 
online at www.expresslane.
org. Participants will receive 
credit for their existing, 
unexpired registration.

CORE VALUES

The McNeese Foundation, with total assets 
exceeding $53 million, annually awards 
over $1 million in student scholarships, 
faculty development awards, campus 
improvements, state-of-the-art technology 
and academic enhancements in support 
of  the university’s core values. 

In November 2006, the foundation 
initiated a capital campaign to raise $15 
million in additional funds for endowed 
scholarships and professorships. Thus far, 
the MSU Foundation Capital Campaign has 
raised $10.9 million of  its $15 million goal.

This year, 12 new endowed faculty 
professorships were established through the 
McNeese Foundation. These professorships 
are awarded to faculty members to enhance 
academic excellence in the classroom. 
Endowed faculty professorships qualify 
for a match from the Louisiana Board of  
Regents. A gift of  $60,000 contributed 
for an endowed professorship qualifies for 
a $40,000 Louisiana Board of  Regents 
match, thus creating a $100,000 endowed 
professorship. McNeese now has a total of  
80 endowed professorships.

For those interested in providing donations 
for endowed scholarships or professorships 
through the McNeese Foundation, visit 
the foundation’s new Web site at www.
mcneesefoundation.org.

Programs Available to Alumni

Foundation Provides Financial Support to Students and Faculty
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University/Community Linkages

University linkages Build Strong Community Relations

Community partnerships and private support enhance McNeese’s contribution and participation in the economic, artistic and cultural 
development of  Southwest Louisiana. These university-community linkages not only benefit Lake Charles and surrounding communities, 
but also McNeese students, faculty and the university.

One such linkage is the Epps Library, which provides space in north Lake Charles for McNeese to offer outreach programs such as 
continuing education and financial aid services as well as small business development workshops.

McNeese continues to have a tremendous economic impact on Southwest Louisiana. The annual direct and indirect economic impact of  
the university in Southwest Louisiana is over $671 million. Also, a new economic development partnership with the city of  Lake Charles 
and Calcasieu Parish has created the Southwest Entrepreneurial and Economic Development (SEED) Center.  The center, to be housed 
at McNeese, would position the university as a leader in business development and education by centralizing economic development and 
entrepreneurial activities for the five-parish area that will enhance economic growth in the area. Once constructed, the center will house 
local economic development organizations and the H.C. Drew Center for Economic Development Information Services and the Small 
Business Development Center. It will also serve as a business incubator with student and academic support services.

McNeese has recently received a $334,540 grant from the U.S. Department of  Commerce to fund the Chenier Plain Sustainability 
Initiative to study improved coastal restoration for Southwest Louisiana. The study will be implemented 
through McNeese’s Louisiana Environmental Research Center, which has conducted basic research, 
accumulated and disseminated information and helped create awareness through education of  
environmental issues and concepts related to wetlands restoration/remediation since its creation 
in 1990 by the Louisiana Board of  Regents. LERC has received millions of  dollars in federal 
grants over the years for studies and research efforts directed at wetland restoration, ecology and 
the environmental effects of  oil spills. This initiative will focus on monitoring and researching 
environmental issues and concepts related to wetlands restoration/remediation with a primary 
emphasis on the Chenier Plain marshes that provide storm surge protection for Southwest Louisiana 
as well as Southeast Texas. 

In addition, McNeese has partnered with the U.S. Department of  Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, the Coastal Plain Conservancy, the Louisiana Nature Conservancy, the U.S. 

Geological Survey’s National Wetland Research Center in Lafayette and 15 other groups in producing native seed and 
plant materials that can be used in conservation projects to achieve long-term stability for coastal prairie grasslands that through 

the years have almost disappeared. This initiative--the Louisiana Native Plant Initiative--is a 
cooperative effort to re-establish natural plant communities and conserve Louisiana ecotypes.

McNeese is leading the way in Louisiana for training law enforcement officers on how to 
handle encounters with mentally ill persons within a community. The Crisis Intervention 
Training program at McNeese is the only approved curriculum in the state for training officers 
in methods of  crisis intervention with persons with mental illness. The CIT program is the 
result of  a partnership among the McNeese Department of  Psychology, Lake Charles Police 
Department, Calcasieu Parish Sheriff ’s Office, Lake Charles Memorial Hospital, Office of  
Mental Health and the Lake Charles chapter of  National Alliance for the Mentally Ill. Law 
enforcement officers from around the state have attended CIT training.

The McNeese Banners Arts and Humanities Series begins its 17th year of  bringing cultural 
events to the area Feb. 28, 2009, with Cuartetango, a sizzling show of  tango dancing by a 
Brazilian troupe, and will continue through the first weekend in May. Events will include 
performances by Arlo Guthrie, Steve Riley and the Mamou Playboys and Celtic Crossroads, 
as well as lectures by national scholars on topics such as the civil war, the war in Iraq, global 
warming and the second part of  a series on intelligent design. The Banners Series also brings live 
performances into area schools through its educational outreach program. Last year, more than 60 
school shows in grades K-12 reached over 14,500 young people.

McNeese also has partnered with the city of  Lake Charles for cultural programming and 
development at the 1911 Historic City Hall Arts and Cultural Center, Central School Arts & 
Humanities Center and the Civic Center’s Rosa Hart Theatre that will provide the city and university 
with numerous possibilities. 



www.mcneesealumni.com 13 

CORE VALUES

Internships Valuable
Mary Kaye Eason, coordinator of  support 
services for the McNeese College of  Business, 
has managed the college’s internship 
program for the past three years. She has 
seen the program grow and expand, and 
currently, over 80 juniors, seniors and 
graduate students participate in the program. 

 “An internship provides our students with 
excellent professional development, real 
world experience and great networking 
opportunities. At the same time, local, 
national and even international businesses 
are able to help support the university’s 
educational programs and  benefit by 
having a low-cost, quality employee 
without a long-term contract. Quite a few 
of  these businesses are so impressed with 
our students that they have hired them as 
permanent employees,” said Eason.

“This invaluable experience helps the interns 
to develop good job seeking skills,” she 
added. This program has placed students as 
summer interns with companies located as 
far away as Honduras and Azerbaijan.

As an intern, a student is required to work a 
minimum of  150 hours over a 15-week period. 
The most hours ever worked was by Adam 
McCarty, a student who spent 650 hours 
working at a State Farm agency following 
Hurricane Rita. “He now has his own State 
Farm agency in Gonzales,” Eason said. 

“This past summer, Damain Sullivan, a 
McNeese alumnus and active member of  
the MSU Houston Alumni chapter, worked 
with his employer, the Bank of  Tokyo-
Mitsubishi, to hire two MSU student interns 
for the Houston bank,” said Joyce Patterson, 
alumni director.  “One of  these students 
was an MBA student who was then offered 
a permanent position by the bank. This 
is a great way for our alumni to use their 
business contacts to help the university and 
our students.”

McNeese offers other internship programs 
that provide learning experiences for MSU 
students. These include internships in the 
departments of  mass communication, social 
sciences, visual arts, health and human 
performance, chemistry, environmental 
sciences, nutrition and family studies, 
agricultural sciences, computer science, 
teacher education, educational leadership, 
psychology and engineering technology.

Everyone told Bill Fuller that he couldn’t 
successfully grow corn on his farm near 
Kinder.  The Indiana native developed a 
way to grow corn on his farm and now 
produces corn silage, a high quality cattle 
feed.  “It started as a hobby,” Fuller said. 
“I was in the lumber business but I knew 
I could find a way to grow corn in Allen 
Parish.”

Fuller, who calls himself  a “practical 
engineer,” didn’t impress the local county 
agent until he had 25 bushels of  corn 
growing on his Allen Parish farm. “He told 
me you aren’t supposed to raise corn in 
Allen Parish!”

Now Fuller is working with McNeese 
agricultural sciences professors and 
students and is teaching them about his 
successful corn silage cattle feed business.  
Fuller has donated his 90-acre farm 
near Kinder to McNeese to be used for 
teaching and research and he has partnered 
with McNeese to use his 800-acre cattle 
operation to build a heifer enhancement 
and development program. 

“This is a one of  a kind program in 
Louisiana,” Dr. Frederick LeMieux, head of  
the Harold and Pearl Dripps Department of  
Agricultural Sciences, said.  “This program 
is designed to help local cattle producers 
improve the quality of  their herd and 
maximize their cattle operation potential.”

Using trial and error, technology and 
patience, Fuller has developed a product 
that cattlemen and McNeese researchers 
are very interested in. “Feeding cattle 
corn silage can maximize growth and it is 
affordable,” LeMieux said.

“Mr. Fuller had a cattle feedlot in Indiana. 
He built a feedlot at the farm and we are 
using it in our research and teaching,” 
LeMieux added.  Heifers are provided a 
complete ration along with free-choice corn 
silage. McNeese researchers measure the 
daily weight gains of  the heifers. 

“We will measure the growth performance, 
body composition, conformation and other 
data that will assist the cattle producers 
in selecting the highest quality females. 
Decisions concerning replacement heifers 
can affect profitability for several years,” 
LeMieux explained. 

Heifers are accepted into the program on a 
consignment basis. The McNeese program 
relieves the owner from providing valuable 
space, diets and time.

“I had a desire to work with McNeese and 
I have been really impressed with folks,” 
Fuller said.  “Education is a tremendous 
thing and so is practical knowledge. We can 
show the students how this business works 
and I think we can develop this program a 
lot further.”

Fuller has also donated his Soileau Farm 
to McNeese. The 650-acre farm is used to 
grow corn and soybeans and will continue 
to be a working farm for the McNeese 
agricultural sciences classes. 

“This is a unique opportunity for the 
agricultural sciences majors that work at the 
Fuller Farms. They learn how to work the 
cattle and see the agriculture business first 
hand from crop planting to harvesting. They 
are learning all phases of  cattle production,” 
LeMieux said.

Fuller Farm Provides 
Opportunities for Agricultural Sciences

Bill Fuller of  Kinder has donated more than 
700 acres of  farmland in Allen Parish to the 
McNeese State University Foundation. The 
land will be used for teaching and research 
by the Harold and Pearl Dripps Department 
of  Agricultural Sciences at McNeese. From 
left seated are: Claire Sorkow, president 
of  the McNeese Foundation, and Judy 
and Bill Fuller, and standing from left 
are McNeese President Robert Hebert 
and Dr. Frederick LeMieux, head of  the 
agricultural sciences department. 
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QUESTION: Earlier this year, a new 
GeoMax “replicated grass” system was 
installed in Cowboy Stadium. The new turf  
field cost $800,000 and was funded by local 
businessman Robert Noland with additional 
funding by the Cowboy Club, Petrochem 
Athletic Association and Quarterback Club. 
The field is named in honor of  long-time 
MSU sports information director Louis 
Bonnette. What do you think of  the new 
field and how will it impact the future of  
your football program? 

VIATOR: I think the improvements made 
to the field are great. It’s not only good on 
Saturday night, but it’s also good the other 
364 days of  the year. The new turf  turns 
a 6-to 7-day venue into a full year. Our 
team was practicing on it all summer and 
even individual players could stop by and 
work out whenever they had the chance. 
Just last night the McNeese band was able 
to perform on the field and work on its 
marching routines. This field is available 
all year long and weather and usage will 
not damage it. In fact, I anticipate it being 
a plus for our recruiting efforts. The Lake 
Area Jamboree took place on the Louis 
Bonnette Field and players from Barbe, 
Westlake, Sam Houston and Sulphur were 
on our campus. The height of  our recruiting 
season is in January, and previously, it was 
hard to have the field look good due to the 
weather. Now we can take our recruits up to 
the press box and show them what Saturday 
night in Cowboy Stadium is really like.   

QUESTION: A new field house is currently 
in the works, complete with weight room, 
locker rooms and ticket office. What effect will 
this have on McNeese athletics in general? 

VIATOR: Student-athletes spend a lot 

of  their college life in the classroom. But as 
players, they also spend a tremendous amount 
of  time in the field house for meetings, 
practices, workouts and medical care. With 
the new weight room and study lab, student-
athletes from all sports across the campus will 
benefit. This addition and renovations are 
long overdue and will make us competitive 
with the other schools in the conference.

QUESTION: With all of  the new NCAA 
academic standards geared toward the 
student-athlete, what has the McNeese 
Athletics Department done to help ensure that 
all student-athletes have the opportunity to 
earn a degree from McNeese?

VIATOR: Our coaches agree that 
education is the number one reason that 
these student-athletes are here. We also 
know that the NCAA will enforce Academic 
Progress Rates (APR) for each sport. 
The NCAA will look at the overall grade 
point average of  each sport along with its 
retention rate. If  a player has excellent 
grades at McNeese but for some reason 
decides to leave his or her sport, then our 
APR will go down. The same will happen 
if  players do not make their grades. If  a 
team’s APR gets too low then that team is 
placed on probation and that sport could 
end up loosing scholarships. This would 
have a serious impact on the team. I am 
pleased that we have had assistance on 
campus, from the president on down, to 
develop programs that can help us meet 
these goals. Right now, we are on track with 
our APR plan and our four-year average is 
above average. The new athletic study lab 
on campus, tutoring programs, assistance 
with academic advising, the help of  Athletic 
Academic Counselor Deb Kingery and 
her staff, and the dedication of  our football 

players–all of  these initiatives have helped 
us place 36 players on the Southland 
Conference Honor Roll this year.

QUESTION: What would you say is your 
coaching philosophy?  

VIATOR: Each day I focus 10 percent of  
my time on my coaching staff  and my plans 
on how to make our program better.  The 
remaining 90 percent of  my time is focused 
on how to make things better for the players 
because they’re the reason we’re here in the 
first place.

QUESTION: You’ve coached both college 
and high school football teams. What has been 
your most memorable coaching moment?  

VIATOR: Winning that state championship 
in 1992 with Jennings High School. It was 
such a momentous event because it hadn’t 
been accomplished since the 1930s. Looking 
back on it now I can’t help but smile and 
whenever I am in Jeff  Davis Parish the 
people remind me of  that exciting time.

QUESTION: Where do you see your 
football program in five years? 

VIATOR: I strive for our program to 
remain consistent and on top.  I want to 
continue improving our infrastructure 
through recruiting, the organization and 
new facilities. We want our student-athletes 
to graduate, as well as to develop into the 
best athletes they can be. 

QUESTION: How do you identify new 
talent?  Once you’ve identified those players 
you’re interested in, how do you begin the 
recruiting process?  

cont. next page

Matt Viator was named McNeese State’s head 
coach in September 2006. That year, Viator 
led the Cowboys to the Southland Conference 
championship and into the NCAA championship 
playoffs. He was also named both the 2006 
Southland Conference Coach of  the Year and the 
Louisiana Sports Writers Association Coach of  
the Year and was a finalist in the balloting for the 
national 1-AA Eddie Robinson Coach of  the Year 
award. Prior to joining the Cowboys in 1999 as 
linebacker coach and later as offensive coordinator 
in 2000, Viator was one of  the top prep coaches 
in the state, producing an 81-37 won-lost record, 
winning one state crown, at Jennings High School, 
and five league titles. Viator is a 1986 McNeese 
graduate. His father was the late Nolan Viator, 
a former McNeese coach and quarterback and a 
member of  the McNeese Hall of  Fame.

CoWboy CoNveRSAtioNS:
interview with Coach Matt viator
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Alumnus Donates One Million Dollars to Athletics
Businessman and entrepreneur William J. Doré, founder of  Global Industries Ltd., has donated $1 million to the 
McNeese Foundation to be used for athletic-related endeavors. A portion of  the donation will be used to complete 
the debt obligations on the Sky Ranch.

This will allow the athletics department to begin generating revenue from funds received for private and corporate 
boxes and seats in the Blue and Gold Room, said Richard Reid, vice president of  development and public affairs 
and executive vice president of  the foundation. Since the facility opened in 1998, fees collected for the boxes 
and seats in the Blue and Gold Room have been used to pay the construction debt. According to Reid, Doré will 
retain the right to name the football stadium.

Doré received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from McNeese and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of  
Humane Letters in 2005. He earned athletic letters in football and track and was inducted into the McNeese 

Athletics Hall of  Honor in 1988. He received the prestigious McNeese Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1995.

The graduate school at McNeese is also named for Doré, who created a $2 million endowment for graduate student stipends. He was 
also instrumental in creating the Kay Doré Counseling Center at McNeese that provides a clinical setting for graduate students in 
mental health counseling. He is one of  the founders of  the Golden Saddle Club, which has raised over $500,000 to provide scholarships 
to rodeo students at McNeese.

VIATOR: We start in May of  the player’s 
junior year in high school.  The coaches start 
reviewing transcripts and watching tapes 
of  those players. I’m a little different than 
most coaches in that I don’t recruit someone 
based solely on their stat sheet. I’m looking 
for someone who I think is a ‘good football 
player.’  There are good athletes that are 
not necessarily good football players. I look 
for someone who reacts to a play the way 
he ought to and has a knack for playing the 
game. I may also look at the high school 
program the player comes from to see whether 
or not he has a foundation for winning.

QUESTION: How do you balance your 
coaching job and your family life? 

VIATOR: That’s a tough question. It is 
hard for coaches and that’s why I try to do 
as much as I can for the assistant coaches.  
They all have children and I want to get 
them home to their families. Being the son 
of  a coach who grew up with great parents, I 
know all too well how important family life is.

QUESTION: Lamar University is 
bringing back its football program in 2010. 
How will the addition of  Lamar’s football 
program in the SLC effect our recruiting in 
the east Texas area?   

VIATOR: That will depend on how quickly 
Lamar develops its program and facilities 
and how soon its program starts winning. 

McNeese has always had a strong presence 
in Southeast Texas and we will continue to 
do so as long as we continue to have a good 
football program. This was true even when 
Lamar had a football program.  

QUESTION: How does coaching football 
players in college differ from when your 
Dad coached high school football players?  

VIATOR: From my experience, coaching 
is the same in high school as it is in college. 
The difference is in recruiting, but getting 
students to perform at the level that you 
want is still the same.

Viator cont. 

William J. Doré 

Hope Thompson, an Atlanta, Texas, senior majoring in early childhood education at McNeese, took 
the national championship in breakaway roping at the 60th annual College National Finals Rodeo 
held in Casper, Wyo., on her horse 8-Track. McNeese rodeo has a tradition of  winning national 
championships dating back to the 1950s. This includes three national rodeo team championships 
and 10 national individual rodeo championships. Photo Credit by Dan Hubbell

Reminder About NCAA Rules 
for Boosters
McNeese alumni and Cowboy fans and boosters 
are reminded that they are to follow the NCAA 
rules regarding the recruitment and enrollment of  
student-athletes. 

The NCAA sets standards for what a 
“representative of  athletics interest” is permitted 
to do or not do for student-athletes. A violation 
could have tremendous impact on a team, current 
student-athletes, McNeese and/or MSU prospects. 

Meeting the guidelines set forth by the NCAA 
and McNeese are of  the highest importance. For 
more information about the rules or if  there are 
any questions concerning NCAA rules, contact 
Bridget Martin, associate athletics director, senior 
women’s administrator and athletics compliance 
coordinator, at (337) 475-5296 or online at 
bmartin@mcneese.edu.
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McNeese Alumni Association
Box 90775
Lake Charles, LA 70609

Pathway to Excellence 
Campaign Update

More than 560 bricks have been purchased 
by alumni, students, faculty and friends 
of  McNeese as part of  the “Pathway to 
Excellence” brick campaign initiated 
by the McNeese Alumni Association. 
These bricks are a permanent part of  the 
Entrance Plaza on the corner of  Ryan 
Street and Sale Road.

There are two sizes of  bricks—a 4”x 8” brick 
containing an individual’s name cost $60 and 
this same size brick with multiple names costs 
$100. The 8” x 8” brick with the university 
seal costs $250. Many local businesses, campus 
organizations and families have opted for the 
larger brick. “We also have those who have 
bought bricks in memory of  and in honor 
of  special people in their lives,” according to 
McNeese Alumni Director Joyce Patterson.

All monies raised from this campaign 
go toward campus enhancement and 
beautification. More information about 
the brick campaign can be found at www.
mcneesealumni.com or by contacting the 
McNeese Alumni Office at (337) 475-5232 or 
1-800-475-ALUM. 

Spirit of  McNeese 
Print Still Available
A limited number of  the print, “Spirit of  
McNeese,” is still available through the 
McNeese Alumni Association. The 18” x 
24” signed watercolor print of  the horse 
and rider statue in front of  the MSU 
Entrance Plaza is $100 and all profits go to 
alumni projects. For more information, call 
the alumni center at (337) 475-5232. 


